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The San Diego History Center and  
History Center Store are where you will  
discover changing exhibitions, programs and  
an extensive archive collection that chronicle 
San Diego’s fascinating history as well as explore 
its present diversity and future potential.

We invite the public of all ages to 
come into our museum without 
paying a traditional admission price. 

Your admission has been paid by an anonymous 

supporter of the San Diego History Center  

and we ask you to determine the value of your 

visit and demonstrate that with a tax-deductible 

donation should you choose. We offer the 

opportunity for visitors to Give Forward to 

future visitors but it is not mandatory.

For more information on museum programs  

and exhibitions visit SanDiegoHistory.org

Home to more than three miles of 
shelved documents and over two 
million historic photographs—one of the 
largest collections on the West Coast. 

Open Monday - Friday 9:30am - 1pm.  
Free admission to members and those 
with museum admission tickets.

The Serra Museum, in Presidio Park, 
is one of the most familiar landmarks 
in San Diego. As a major symbol of the 
city, it stands atop the hill recognized 
as the site where California began.

JAHSSD recognizes the contributions 
Japanese Americans have made to the 
San Diego region by preserving and 
making available artifacts, photographs, 
and other information chronicling their 
history and experiences.

SAN DIEGO HISTORY CENTER
1649 El Prado, Suite 3 | San Diego, CA 92101

JUNÍPERO SERRA MUSEUM
2727 Presidio Drive | San Diego, CA 92103

Research Library and Archives

WELCOME!

Junípero Serra Museum

Japanese American Historical Society of SD

IN THE HEART OF BALBOA PARK

sandiegohistory.org



ENJOY   EXHIBITIONS / STORE / RESEARCH LIBRARY

Glass Gallery

1
Atrium

Museum Store Thornton 
Theater (T)

2 3 4

5

6

7 8 9

IRVING J. GILL: NEW ARCHITECTURE FOR A GREAT COUNTRY
GALLERY 1: This exhibition traces San Diego architect Irving J. Gill’s life and 
work from New York to Chicago and finally to California where he developed 
his vision of a new architecture—modernism.

LORE BEHIND THE ROAR! 100 YEARS OF THE SAN DIEGO ZOO
GALLERY 5: Learn how the World Famous San Diego Zoo became an icon of 
American culture going from a small, local collection of animals to a global 
leader in conservation research and ending extinction.
GALLERY 2: Zoo Family Den  Enjoy interactive family activities and learn  
about the Animal Dinner Table, the Life of a Zookeeper, and Extinct Animals.

CELEBRATE SAN DIEGO: THE HISTORY & HERITAGE OF  
SAN DIEGO’S JEWISH COMMUNITY

GALLERIES 3, 4, 9 This exhibition showcases the Jewish experience in our 
region from the 1850s to the present day. This exhibition showcases how 
San Diego’s Jewish communities differ from those throughout the rest of 
California and other centers of Jewish life nationwide. Stories are told 
through oral histories, documents, and objects. 

PART OF THE PATCHWORK: REFLECTIONS OF  
AFRICAN-AMERICAN LIFE IN THE HISTORY CENTER ARCHIVES

GALLERY 6: An exploration stories of African-American life in our region  
as told by photographs, documents, and oral histories from our Archives.

PLACE OF PROMISE: THE STORY OF SAN DIEGO
GALLERY 7: San Diego History Center’s permanent exhibition showcasing 
the history of the San Diego region has reopened in a new location. Place of 
Promise details the history of San Diego from 10,000 BCE until just before  
the opening of the 1915 Panama-California Exposition.

ART & HERITAGE, THREE SAN DIEGO JEWISH ARTISTS: 
BARANCEANU, BRAUN & STERNBERG

GALLERY 8: This exhibition explores the artwork, lives, and Jewish heritage  
of three historically-important San Diego artists: Belle Baranceanu, Maurice 
Braun, and Harry Sternberg whoer. Raised in Jewish households, each are  
bound by this commonality, yet each embodies a uniquely personal artistic  
path and divergent experiences within the Jewish faith.

FILM: BALBOA PARK: THE JEWEL OF SAN DIEGO
T: Daily screenings at 11am, 12pm, 1pm, 2pm, 3pm, 4pm  
This entertaining 30-minute documentary on the history and wonder of 
Balboa Park, San Diego’s cultural epicenter, features stunning vistas, motion 
graphics, aerial photography and an original sound track.

INTERNMENT: SOME OTHER OPTIONS 1942-45
JAHSSD GALLERY: There were 120,000 people of Japanese descent 
impacted by FDR’s signing of Executive Order 9066 seventy-five years ago.  
While almost all of them were held in internment camps located throughout 
the United States, perhaps 5% did not go into the camps, and a larger 
percentage left the camps not long after being sent there.  This exhibition 
will share some San Diego stories of people who were able to move out of 
state to avoid the camps. Also included are tales of people who were able to 
leave the camps to pursue schooling, or take jobs in the midwest and east.
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