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It’s that time of year again! It’s the time when  
San Diegans come together to honor the people, 
businesses, organizations, and communities that have 
made history in their own time! As many members 
and readers know, the History Center’s Makers of 
San Diego History gala is the celebratory culmination 
of a year’s worth of planning, research, design, 
and execution of our major exhibition for the year, 
Celebrate San Diego: The History & Heritage of  
San Diego’s Jewish Community.
 For the San Diego region’s Jewish community, the 
year 2017—or 5777 depending on your calendar—is truly 
one worth celebrating. Jews have been in San Diego 
since California became a state in 1850 and started 
some of San Diego’s earliest businesses and devoted 
their time, energy, and resources to the building of  

San Diego. Today it’s hard to think where San Diego 
would be without the Salks, the Prices, and the 
Jacobses: and who knows what Jewish contributions 
lie ahead?
 This year’s event features a lively and historic 
reception, live music from klezmer band Hot Pstromi, 
exquisite food, and an educational and entertaining 
program emceed by CBS News 8 anchor Dan Cohen. 
Sponsorship opportunities are still available!
SAVE THE DATE:  SATURDAY,  JUNE 10,  2017,  6 –  10 PM 

RECEPTION, DINNER AND PROGRAM AT  

THE HYATT REGENCY, LA JOLLA AT AVENTINE 

SANDIEGOHISTORY.ORG/MAKERSOFHISTORY

Celebrate San Diego!
Makers of San Diego History Gala is June 10  
at the La Jolla Hyatt Regency at Aventine.

TICKETS,  SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES,  AND OTHER INFORMATION CAN  

BE FOUND AT SANDIEGOHISTORY.ORG/MAKERSOFHISTORY.

BY MATTHEW SCHIFF,  MARKETING DIRECTOR



E X H I B I T I O N SO U R  M I S S I O N

The San Diego History  
Center tells the diverse 
story of our region -  
past, present, and future -  
educates and enriches 
our community,  
preserves our history 
and fosters civic pride.
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Board President’s Message
The San Diego History 
Center lost a friend this 
spring, with the sudden 
passing of Gabe Selak, 
our History Ambassador, 
whose role and dedication 
to the stewardship of  
the San Diego History 
Center was exemplary.

 Stewardship of the History Center is the focus 
of the Board of Trustees, our staff, members, and 
donors. Each, in their own way, works on behalf of the 
organization to leave it in a better position than how 
we found it. Such is the case with a bequest the History 
Center received from the estate of long-time member 
Richard Dyson. In 2013, the History Center received a 
commercial property in La Mesa from the Dyson estate. 

At the time, the tenant, a well-respected firm with a 
national presence, was in a month-to-month below-
market lease. In addition, there was a minority interest 
in the property. With the help of our Treasurer, Frank 
Alessi, other trustees, and staff, the History Center 
purchased the minority interest and renegotiated the 
lease to a five-year lease with two additional five year 
options, a situation that has led to a significant increase 
in the value of the property. As commercial property 
management is not the mission of the San Diego History 
Center, the Board has decided to place this asset for 
sale. The proceeds will be reinvested in the institution, 
providing for greater financial diversity and stability.
 Richard Dyson has provided exemplary stewardship 
to the San Diego History Center. We invite you to do  
so as well.

Tragedy & Triumph
Our region’s history is a  
compilation of events both 
tragic and triumphant. 
Since the last issue of  
The TIMES, we as an 
institution have suffered  
a heart-wrenching loss  
with the passing of 
Gabe Selak, History 
Ambassador. Our hearts

have also been filled with joy and pride, with the 
opening of two new exhibitions that examine and 
celebrate community, and with the knowledge that 
our members, visitors, and philanthropic investors 
are noticing the progress that the San Diego History 
Center is making. In the space of one week this spring, 
the History Center was on the cover of the San Diego 

Union-Tribune as well as in four additional articles that 
week. Our visitor numbers continue to grow under our 
Give Forward donation-based admissions program.  
We are also reaffirming the critical role the History 
Center plays in preserving our region’s history through 
the acquisition of the Hall of Champions document and 
photo archives. This progress would not be possible 
without you. We are grateful that you support the San 
Diego History Center, through your time, your talent, 
and your treasure. Each donation, be it large or small, 
is critical to maintaining our forward momentum. There 
are many opportunities to succeed, and with your help, 
we are working to seize each and every one. I hope you 
will take the time to visit us this summer, both at the 
History Center in Balboa Park and the Serra Museum  
in Presidio Park. There is always something new to see! 

From Educator  
to Curator
Dr. Engstrand retires from 48 years of teaching.

As one of San Diego’s most-noted historians retires from  
almost half a century in the University of San Diego’s 
history department, a celebration of Dr. Iris Engstrand’s 
legacy in teaching was held at the History Center 
earlier this month. Hundreds of friends, colleagues, and 
former students gathered to laud her accomplishments 
and recognize her contributions to the history of San 
Diego as well as to our understanding of the Spanish 
colonization of the American Southwest—a product of 
decades of research.
 While no longer in front of a classroom of students, 
Engstrand will still impart her knowledge about our 
shared past in San Diego by curating a completely  
re-imagined and updated permanent exhibition on San 
Diego’s history. This new exhibition will replace San 
Diego: Place of Promise, which has been on display for 
more than 10 years at the History Center. 

 Based somewhat on Dr. Engstrand’s book San 
Diego: California’s Cornerstone, the exhibition will 
survey 10,000 years of human settlement in the region, 
up to the present day, providing visitors—whether local 
or from elsewhere—a more complete and engaging 
experience with San Diego’s history. The exhibition 
will also incorporate newly acquired sports artifacts 
received from the recent Hall of Champions donation 
as well as introduce new topics that have, in recent 
years, become major forces in San Diego; specifically 
craft beer, biotech, and telecommunications. Stay tuned 
for updates by subscribing to our e-newsletter. Sign up 
at sandiegohistory.org.

DR.  IRIS ENGSTRAND WITH HER ORIGINAL BOOK ON SAN DIEGO’S HISTORY, 

SAN DIEGO: CALIFORNIA’S CORNERSTONE .

On Exhibit
Celebrate San Diego! 
The History & Heritage 
of San Diego’s Jewish 
Community 
(thru January 2018)

Art & Heritage,  
Three San Diego Jewish 
Artists: Baranceanu,  
Braun & Sternberg  
(thru August 2017) 

Part of the Patchwork: 
Reflections of  
African American Life  
from the Archives 

The Lore Behind the 
Roar!: 100 Years of the 
San Diego Zoo  
(thru September 2017)

Irving J. Gill:  
New Architecture for  
a Great Country 
(thru summer 2017)

Inside | OUT

75 Years Ago: Internment 
of Japanese Americans 
(Japanese American 
Historical Society of San 
Diego exhibition space)

Films 
BALBOA PARK:  
The Jewel of  
San Diego 
Showing daily, check 
website for times

BY TOM FETTER,  BOARD PRESIDENT

BY BILL LAWRENCE ,  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

BY MATTHEW SCHIFF,  MARKETING DIRECTOR

SUPPORT  
SDHC’S FINE ART  
COLLECTION  
SANDIEGOHISTORY.
ORG/SUPPORT/



E D U C A T I O NA D V A N C E M E N T Visualizing What Cannot Be Seen  
Enhanced access to Serra  
and Presidio grounds key in  
coming years.
The newest update to the visitor experience at the 
Junípero Serra Museum will be deployed in late  
2017 and will bring the Presidio—currently buried 
underground—to life in a virtual reality digital platform. 
When finished, users of the platform (whether on-site 
or online) would, while wearing virtual reality goggles, 
be able to see the Presidio as it was in the year 1790,  
at the height of its use. 
 The S.T.E.A.M. Maker Workshop, a local group that 
takes tech into San Diego schools in order to prepare 
children for the world ahead with real-life applications, 
has partnered with the History Center. Taking 
information from past archaeological excavations and 
plotting it into software, the Workshop, along with 
students from High Tech High, have been hard at work 
creating this environment. 
 Enhanced access to the Serra Museum and Presidio 
grounds is a goal of the History Center. Once the 
Presidio Visualization Project is fully deployed on-site  
and online, coupled with our new Give Forward 
admissions policy, the History Center hopes to serve 
thousands more visitors per year. 

Viewpoints From  
Other Perspectives
Though our Education Department has long-standing 
school programs that explore the change and 
development of our region over time, temporary 
exhibitions offer a chance to develop something new. 
Our latest exhibition on the history and heritage of 
San Diego’s Jewish community is no different. Jewish 
schools are among the constituencies that have 
responded to this exhibition. Education Coordinator 
Samantha Alberts remarks, “While SDHC educators  
are the experts in history and change over time, we 
see this new audience as an opportunity to learn about 
Jewish life as it is lived today.”
 Both the exhibition and its associated programming 
have had a positive impact in helping all patrons feel 
included, particularly guests who have experienced 
anti-Semitism and other forms of discrimination. Part  
of the Patchwork, a new exhibit on African American life 
in San Diego, and our partnership with the Japanese 
American Historical Society of San Diego, and their 
changing exhibits, also contribute to the History Center 
telling the diverse story of San Diego, central to  
our mission.
 For adult audiences, we are offering special  
“on-demand tours” of the Jewish exhibition, as well as 
standing tours.

THE HISTORY CENTER AND STEAM MAKER WORKSHOP 

RESEARCHED PAST DIGS AT THE PRESIDIO TO BEGIN 

BUILDING THE VIRTUAL WORLD.

YOUNG VISITORS TO CELEBRATE SAN DIEGO  

IN THE “KLAUBER-WANGENHEIM STORE .”

Intern  
Highlight:  
Alejandra  
Demers
The San Diego History 
Center is fortunate to 
have an Aaron Price 
Fellow, Alejandra Demers, 
on the team for the spring 
semester. Miss. Demers 
is a junior at Point Loma 
High School. Interested 
in pursuing a filmmaking 
career, Alejandra is tasked 
with completing a film 
project for the History 
Center for her program. 
Soon Alejandra will 
produce a high-quality 
film, distributed through 
social media, with the 
hopes of engaging 
audiences globally! The 
Aaron Price Fellows 
Program is a unique 
opportunity for a diverse 
group of San Diego-
area public high school 
students to learn about 
their community and 
develop leadership skills 
in various environments 
throughout the San Diego 
community. Welcome 
aboard, Alejandra!

Become a  
Steward of  
Our History 
The Heritage Circle, 
our planned giving 
recognition program, 
is a way to support the 
things you care about 
most. Heritage Circle 
members personally 
carry our mission to heart 
and are stewards of our 
invaluable collections 
and historical treasures, 
helping to preserve and 
share them for future 
generations. They know 
the far-reaching impact 
their legacy gift will have, 
and we invite you to join 
them in sharing your love 
of our community by 
making a planned gift of 
your own. There are many 
ways to make a planned 
gift—through a will, 
trust, property, stocks, 
to name a few. If you are 
interested in learning the 
many benefits to making 
a planned gift, please 
contact Lisa Culver, Chief 
Development Officer, 
lculver@sandiegohistory.
org or call 619-232-6203 
ext. 148. 

Celebrate San Diego!  
Opens to Rave Reviews
Visitors to the exhibition share stories,  
add to exhibition’s richness.

To say that the History Center is humbled by the public  
response to the opening of Celebrate San Diego! The 
History & Heritage of San Diego’s Jewish Community 
would be an understatement. Numerous editorial 
pieces have been written about it in local publications, 
and there’s been a groundswell of interest from various 
centers of Jewish life, including synagogues, havurahs, 
and retirement communities. To date, the History 
Center has hosted several private tours with Seacrest 
Retirement Villages and Temple Beth Israel, with 11 
more already on the calendar for the coming year. 
 The exhibition continues to grow richer and richer 
each day as visitors from around the world—Jew and 
Gentile alike—leave their “coming to San Diego” stories 
on a video kiosk, which are then used in the exhibition. 
These stories provide perspective and appreciation  
for the rich mosaic of people, cultures, and languages 

that make up San Diego and add to our diversity.
 At the annual Makers of San Diego History event 
on June 10 this year, we will be screening a preview 
of a documentary film by Isaac Artenstein titled To 
the Ends of the Earth: The Jews of San Diego. The film 
features interviews with San Diego Jews—both public 
and private figures—that have influenced or shaped 
San Diego in some way and whose contributions move 
Jewish culture forward. For those who don’t or can’t 
attend the annual gala, the film will be screened daily 
in the History Center’s 80-seat Thornton Theater 
beginning in August. 
 The History Center thanks its sponsors of 
the exhibition and annual gala whose names and 
organizations are listed on page two. 

A VISITOR TO THE EXHIBITION SOAKS UP THE INFORMATION  

ON THE EXHIBITION’S TIMELINE SCROLL .

BY MATTHEW SCHIFF,  MARKETING DIRECTOR

BY TINA ZARPOUR, EDUCATION DIRECTOR

BY SANDY  
MCISAAC,  
DEVELOPMENT  
MANAGER BY MATTHEW SCHIFF,  MARKETING DIRECTOR

BY MATTHEW 
SCHIFF,  MARKETING 
DIRECTOR



C O L L E C T I O N S C U R R E N T S

In Remembrance 
of Gabe Selak
March 23, 1971 –   
April 3, 2017
It’s said that one never  
has a second chance to 
make a first impression.  
Sadly, this statement’s  
truth is underscored by  
the passing of one of  
the History Center’s long- 
time staff, Gabe Selak. 
Gabe made first 
impressions all the time 
with those interested  
in learning about San 
Diego’s history. It was his 
job as well as his passion. 
Always the consummate 
story teller, Gabe was  
able to animate history 
instead of merely teach  
it. He did so for thousands 
of people in his 11 years  
with the History Center, 
and the staff, the Park,  
and the greater community 
mourn his loss deeply. 
Gabe, we wish you 
were still here to make 
impressions and delight 
audiences in a way that  
no one else can. You will  
be missed by many. 

Extraordinary 
Dorothy Haven 
(1914-2017)
Dorothy was a much-loved 
Photograph Collection 
volunteer for over 20 years, 
coming in weekly until 
she was 100 years old. In 
her long life, she taught 
at various schools in the 
La Jolla area, eventually 
retiring from her job 
as registrar at La Jolla 
High School in 1984. She 
was also an actress who 
performed in monodramas 
from 1945 to 1963 playing 
such parts as Mary, Mother 
of Jesus, Queen Victoria, 
Concepcion Arguello,  
and Tamsen Donner.
 In addition to her 
volunteer work at the San 
Diego History Center, she 
was a volunteer at the Old 
Globe Theater, the Mason 
St. School in Old Town, 
and the La Jolla Historical 
Society. Dorothy was 
preceded in death by her 
husband, Franklin and is 
survived by her daughter, 
Jeri Bellona of Gardnerville 
NV; her son, Carter Haven, 
of Lompoc, CA; three 
grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren.

Engaging New Audiences
Give Forward boosts SDHC attendance by 225%!

History Center Embraces 
Our Sporting Heritage
From one museum to another.

We have welcomed many new visitors through our 
doors at both the History Center and the Junípero 
Serra Museum since launching the Give Forward 
admissions model in October 2016. Allowing visitors 
to donate based on their experience or to help cover 
the entry of future visitors, versus paying a set fee, 
has increased our admissions. This change grew out of 
a study in which UCSD Rady School of Management 
faculty worked with the History Center to gauge 
participation and analyze results. The Rady School 
distributed a press release to national media titled 
“UC San Diego Rady School Professors’ Research is 
Platform for Innovative Approach to Museum Ticket 
Sales,” highlighting the success of the launch. Since 
implementing Give Forward, History Center general 
attendance has increased by 225% compared to last 
year. For many visitors, it is their first time engaging 

with our organization. Give Forward is helping us reach 
underserved audiences as well; visitation by zip codes 
in those areas is up 44% since the start of the program. 
 In addition to new visitors, we’ve also welcomed new  
volunteers to engage with museum guests as Gallery 
Guides and Docents during the run of our current 
exhibition Celebrate San Diego! The History & Heritage  
of San Diego’s Jewish Community. To find out more about 
volunteer opportunities, please visit sandiegohistory.org/
volunteer. 
 We promise to continue engaging new audiences 
and providing them with accessible, enriching 
experiences!

The San Diego History Center is dedicated to 
preserving all aspects of San Diego’s history, with the 
goal of sharing its struggles and achievements with  
current and future generations. San Diego has a 
tremendous sporting heritage, which is not only 
reflected in the history of its professional teams, such 
as the Padres and the Gulls, but in all the achievements 
of the amazing student athletes in our local schools. 
With the closing of the Hall of Champions museum in 
Balboa Park, the History Center has proudly taken on 
the responsibility of preserving many of its important 
local sporting collections that cover a wide range 
of sports, including baseball, football, ice hockey, 
wrestling, and golf. 
 Photographs, documents, scrapbook collections, 
and an extensive array of local sporting ephemera 
have recently been transferred to the History Center. 

Also included is a treasure trove of information on 
local sporting events and personalities as well as an 
outstanding collection that documents the certificates 
of achievement awarded by the Breitbard Hall of Fame 
to local high school students since 1959. Not only does 
this expand the History Center’s existing collections 
pertaining to the sporting achievements of our region, 
but it will enable us to make available and share the 
many incredible stories that have significantly impacted 
our city. We look forward to showcasing some of these 
items in our upcoming new permanent exhibition on 
San Diego history, which will open in early 2018. 

VISITORS INSPECT THE COLLECTION ITEMS IN THE HISTORY CENTER’S  INSIDE |  OUT  EXHIBITION.  

THIS DISPLAY CHANGES OUT SEASONALLY AND FEATURES NEW ITEMS EACH TIME!

SELECTIONS FROM BOB BREITBARD’S OFFICE THAT WILL BE TRANSFERRED  

TO THE HISTORY CENTER’S COLLECTION. 

BY CHRIS TRAVERS, 
SENIOR ARCHIVIST, 
PHOTOGRAPH  
COLLECTION

BY ALISON HENDRICKSON,  
VISITOR & VOLUNTEER ENGAGEMENT MANAGER

BY TARA CENTYBEAR,  COLLECTIONS MANAGER 
AND BRUCE KAMERLING CURATOR



S A N  D I E G O  

H I S T O R Y  

C E N T E R 

N E W S L E T T E R

VOLUME 58  

NUMBER 2 

SUMMER 2017

1649 EL PRADO 

SUITE 3 

SAN DIEGO 

CA 92101-1664

P E R I O D I C A L

The TIMES Newsletter  
(USPS 331-890) is  
published quarterly by  
San Diego History Center  
1649 El Prado, Ste 3,  
San Diego, CA 92101-1664. 

Periodical Postage Paid  
at San Diego, CA. 

Postmaster 
Send address changes to:  
The TIMES, 1649 El Prado, Ste 3 
San Diego, CA 92101-1664.

Financial support is provided  
by the City of San Diego  
Commission for Arts and Culture. 

Join our online  
communities! 
sandiegohistory.org

Eight-Foot-Tall Surprise 
Zajd family sees self in exhibit.
The History Center’s promotional materials for 
Celebrate San Diego! include a photograph of the Zajd 
family celebrating Hanukkah in 1960. Not sure if it was 
on display in the exhibit, the children featured in the 
photograph—Ida, Ava, and Henry—made a special trip to 
the History Center to find out. Much to their surprise, 
the image was part of an eight-foot-tall feature! 
 The photograph came to the History Center by way 
of The San Diego Union (later Union-Tribune) and few 
details had been passed along with it, but the siblings 
were gracious enough to share. Their parents, Josek 
and Sari, met and married in Sweden after World War 
II, where Ida was born. In 1954, HAIS, a resettlement 
agency, helped the family relocate to the U.S. After 
flying to New York, they traveled to San Diego by train. 
The agency also found them a place to live and had a  
job lined up for Josek. He eventually opened his own 
tailoring shop, where his wife assisted him. In San Diego, 
the family grew to include Ava and Henry. The Zajds 
also participated in San Diego’s religious and cultural  
life, joining Beth Jacob Congregation and the New Life 
Club, and fondly remember activities at the House of 
Israel cottage in Balboa Park.
 The exhibit has uncovered many stories—the 
fascinating, memorable, and everyday stories that make 
a community. The Zajd family is just one more example 
of a family that moved to San Diego, made a home, and 
contributed to society.

(LEFT TO RIGHT) IDA EPSTEIN, HENRY ZAJD, AND  

AVA SARKISIAN SIT IN FRONT OF A FAMILY PORTRAIT 

ON DISPLAY AT THE HISTORY CENTER.

New Archives 
Research  
Services!
The San Diego History 
Center announces 
new research services! 
Expanding public access 
and the ability to research 
using our collections, 
we now offer one-on-one 
research appointments, 
document copy orders, 
and remote research  
in which one of our 
staff members can do  
specified research for  
a fee.
 With the new  
services that we are 
providing, we also 
enhance the ability 
to digitize, preserve, 
and interpret much of 
the yet-unprocessed 
collections we have 
taken in over the years. 
For more information 
on the specifics of 
the new services, visit 
sandiegohistory.org/
research_library.  
We look forward to 
helping you expand  
your search options!

SANDIEGOHISTORY.ORG/CALENDAR

BY TARA  
CENTYBEAR  
COLLECTIONS  
MANAGER/CURATOR

BY SARAH MATTESON,  
CONTENT & INTERPRETIVE SPECIALIST


