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Charles Spratley is a former san diego Historical society site administrator for the villa Montezuma 
Museum, and author of Piercing the Veil: San Diego’s Haunted History (Schiffer, 2012). Louise Torio, 
resident of the Sherman Heights Historic District, conducts monthly walking tours to benefit the 
Friends of the villa Montezuma, Inc. (FovM). Charles and louise serve the FovM as vice President 
and President, respectively. 

The Villa Montezuma Museum at 125:
Surviving and Thriving with Friends of the 

Villa Montezuma
Charles Spratley and Louise Torio

For over 125 years, rooftop gargoyles have held a protective watch over the 
villa Montezuma Museum, located on the corner of 20th and K streets in san 
diego’s sherman Heights Historic district. the victorian mansion, built in 1887 
for pianist and celebrated spiritualist Jesse shepard (also known as author Francis 
grierson), remains one of san diego’s architectural and cultural treasures. 

In 1969, five dedicated members of the San Diego Historical Society (SDHS), now 
the san diego History Center 
(sdHC), led by Kathleen 

“Kay” Porter, worked to 
purchase the house for use 
as a neighborhood museum 
and cultural center. For the 
next forty years, volunteers 
known as the Friends 
of the villa Montezuma 
(FovM) helped in the care, 
restoration, and stewardship 
of the house museum. they 
also contributed their time 
and talents to the lives of 
inner city residents who had 

The Villa Montezuma Museum by George T. Kern (1921-2007), circa 
1976. George’s son Phil Kern, PE, is an Advisory Board member of  
Friends of the Villa Montezuma (FOVM). Courtesy of FOVM
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no cultural center in their District. Incorporated as a non-profit, FOVM continued 
to watch over the Villa after the SDHC decided, during difficult economic times, 
to consolidate focus on its Museum of san diego History in Balboa Park.

regrettably the villa Montezuma Museum closed in 2006, and FovM began 
focusing on raising funds for much needed restoration. today, the museum’s 
future is brighter than ever thanks to the efforts of its friends, who have not 
wavered from their sole mission of restoring and re-opening this splendid 
historical landmark. 

The Villa’s path to becoming a cherished house museum 

the villa Montezuma Museum (also known as the Jesse shepard/Francis 
grierson House) has been described as one of san 
diego’s “monuments in gingerbread.” With its stained 
glass windows, detailed woodwork, and elaborate 
turrets and tower, it represents a high point in the 
history of Queen anne victorian architecture. shepard, 
who described it as a “Palace of the arts,” built and 
furnished it according to his own design, and “the 
original intention has been successfully carried out 
in every particular by the architects Comstock and 
trotsche,” although later authors would claim that it 
had been built in accordance with instructions from 
the spirit world.1

In the 1950s and 1960s, victorian houses became 
the focus of preservation efforts as once-fashionable 
neighborhoods fell into disrepair. Jim Moss, then 
Executive director of the san diego Historical society, 
said, “In 1953 the san diego Historical society decided 

to preserve historically significant structures in the area, but it wasn’t until 1969—
16 years—that it began to do it.”2 Until then, the organization focused on the 
establishment of a research library and the serra Museum.

In 1970, Kay Porter and her friends and sdHs supporters and board members 
dr. nicholas Fintzelberg (chairperson of the villa Montezuma Committee); John 
Henderson, FAIA, and Homer Delawie, FAIA (partners in the architectural firm 
of delawie, Macy, and Henderson); and Harry Evans pooled their personal funds 
to purchase the villa and spearheaded the campaign to get the City to purchase 
the house if sdHs did the restoration. the group worked hard to identify funding 
sources. the restoration took nearly three years, the painstaking work paid for 

Kay Porter, 2008. Kay Porter 
has been a supporter of the San 
Diego Historical Society and the 
Friends of the Villa Montezuma 
for more than 40 years. Courtesy 
of FOVM.
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by a mixture of civic pride and City funding. over $82,000 for restoration came 
from sdHs, the City of san diego, the Junior league of san diego, the U.s. 
department of Housing & Urban development (HUd), the san diego Model 
Cities Program, and individual donors.3 to provide matching funds for the 
HUD grant, “benefit dinners, cocktail parties and 
receptions were separately hosted by the san diego 
Historical society’s Women’s Committee, by the 
Contemporary arts Committee of the Fine arts 
society, and by the native daughters of the golden 
West.”4

the 1970s were boom times for local history. 
the Bicentennial celebration led to a reawakening 
of appreciation towards the nation’s historic 
landmarks while, at the same time, museums 
around the country sought to bring history into 
urban and ethnic communities. sdHs found that it 
could use the villa Montezuma to branch out from 
its singular location in Mission valley above old 
town to reach out to the community and, at the 
same time, save a san diego architectural treasure. 

the opening day for the villa Montezuma 

Museum—November 12, 1972—
was momentous. sdHs staff 
est imated that over 1,800 
attendees came that day for the 
ceremonies, while over 1,000 
people visited the victorian 
mansion each month during its 
first year as a museum.5 It was 
not only restored to its former 
architectural grandeur, but also 
decorated with antique furniture 
from the sdHs’s collections 
and donations from generous 
historical society members. 
Florence Chambers (Mrs. richard) 
newkirk, for example, gave a 

“warehouse” full of antiques from 

State Senator Jim Mills spoke at the 
1972 dedication ceremony. At left is 
Clarence Pendleton. At right is Nick 
Fintzelberg, who currently serves 
on the FOVM Advisory Board. 
Courtesy of FOVM.

City of San Diego Councilman Leon Williams presents 
an award to a young Villa volunteer for her work at the 
museum, 1973. Courtesy of FOVM.
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her parents’ former furniture 
stores.6 speakers included state 
senator and historian James r. 
Mills, former curator at sdHs, 
who praised the use of the villa 
for being a place for art and the 
encouragement of local artists.7 
sdHs now had two museums, 
the serra and the villa, and a 
new logo to celebrate that fact.

Villa Montezuma 
Museum programs  
and events 

Dr. Clare Crane, the first 
curator of the museum, created 
innovative programming for 
the new museum, assisted by volunteers from sdHs, the Junior league, and the 
assistance league. a few years later, these dedicated women from all around 
San Diego County would become the core of the official Friends of the Villa Mon-
tezuma auxiliary group. dr. Crane made the villa a safe haven that introduced 

neighborhood children to music, art, 
and history. When she and the Friends 
realized that many area youngsters 
had never been to old town or to Bal-
boa Park, they arranged for field trips. 
When the Friends found that so many 
neighborhood children had never been 
to the beach or played in a pool, they 
arranged for swimming lessons. vio-
lence and high crime were prevalent 
in many inner-city communities in the 
1970s, including sherman Heights. the 
villa Montezuma after-school programs 
served as an oasis and an alternative 
to gang-related activity. In 1986 larry 
Malone, the live-in Community Proj-
ects Coordinator, was recognized by the 

Dr. Clare Crane (1926-2011) was the first curator at the 
museum. The porch was put back in its original location in 1972. 
In 2013 the porch is again being rebuilt. san diego Union, 
November 8, 1972.

Jill Porter was instrumental in organizing Villa 
volunteers from various committees into the official 
Friends of the Villa Montezuma auxiliary group. la 
Jolla light, November 23, 1972.
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County of san diego with the Bechefsky award for 
outstanding contribution to the prevention of juve-
nile delinquency for his work on these programs 
that kept kids out of gangs.8 the FovM was there 
to provide the funds, the volunteers, and the staff 
augmentation that allowed important programming 
to flourish.

a new use for the villa Montezuma Museum 
came about when sdHs member (and later 
board member) Jerry 
Ferm married Karen 
Elizabeth Cooper in 
the Music room on 
March 31, 1973. this 
was the first marriage 

at the villa since opening as a museum. Between 1973 
and 2006 there would be hundreds of subsequent 
weddings, providing a steady revenue source for 
the Historical society. Both Jerry Ferm’s sister tonita 

“tonnie” Moss and tonnie’s husband, Jim Moss, who 
was then the Historical society Executive director, 
continue to support the villa today, more than 40 
years later, by serving on the FovM advisory Board.

the year of 1974 was extremely busy at the villa 
Montezuma Museum and for the friends who swore to 

protect and keep it open. 
additional restorations 
within the basement of the villa were funded by both 
the Junior league and the assistance league, and 
included creation of the “Bistro” room next to the 
kitchen. the assistance league provided low cost/
no cost meals to area seniors in the Bistro. volunteers 
from the sdHs’s Women’s Committee and from other 
women’s clubs donated funding, time, and talent in 
an era when civic participation was celebrated. these 
well-educated volunteers were recruited under the 
genteel term “hostesses,” rather than museum docents, 
and served as guides and program managers for the 
villa Montezuma Museum.9 teenagers learning civic 

Larry Malone, circa 1986. Larry’s 
great relationship with area youth 
made the Villa a popular place and 
helped kids stay out of trouble. 
SDHS Newsletter, January 1986.

The Cooper-Ferm wedding was 
the first of many  at the Villa since 
opening as a museum. san diego 
Union, April 2, 1973.

san diego Union, Feb. 24, 1973.
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involvement from their mothers held 
their own fundraising events at the 
villa.

FOVM founding and activities

the many volunteers who loved the 
Villa Montezuma Museum—and had 
been doing so much for the museum 
since Kay Porter and friends purchased 
the house six years earlier—coalesced 
into the officially recognized Friends of 
the villa Montezuma auxiliary group 
in 1976, led by Jill Porter of the Junior 
league. the mission of the Friends was 

“(a) to develop and encourage interest 
in the work of the villa; (b) to interpret 
its programs, and (c) to fund raise and 
create projects as shall be in keeping 

with current needs of the villa Montezuma and in accordance with general policies 
of the san diego Historical society.”10 to qualify as a member of the Friends of 
the villa, one had to be a member of sdHs and a person who was “known to 
have a deep interest in service to the villa and who subscribe[s] to the objectives 
of the Society.” The Friends were at last officially recognized for all the support 
they provided. 

Planned events held by the 
FovM included the annual 
victorian valentine tea, which 
continues to this day as a key 
fundraiser and awareness tool for 
the Friends, and the most beautiful 
decorating of the museum for the 
Christmas holiday. the FovM 
members were docents at the 
annual designer showcase House, 
started initially as a fundraiser 
for the ongoing restoration of the 
villa, and then later as a means to 
raise funds for all the other sdHs 

Young ladies held their own events at the Villa, 
including these Assisteens of San Diego County.  
the sentinel, May 9, 1973.

FOVM members Patty Molyneaux, Lois Harris, and Sherry 
Coffey decorate the Villa for Christmas 1981. Lois Harris is 
still a member of the Friends of the Villa. Courtesy of FOVM.
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sites. In april 1976 the san diego 
Historical society opened the 
Marston House, former home of 
george Marston, the founder of 
the san diego Historical society, 
as its second house museum. It 
was also that same year, 1976, that 
emergency repair of two-thirds 
of the villa’s foundation was 
required.11 Why only two-thirds 
of the foundation? one reason 
was because the assistance 
league’s meals program for senior citizens operated out of the museum’s kitchen, 
so the western third of the foundation, which then was not failing structurally, 
was left as-is so as not to disturb the meals program.

sherman Heights did not have its own community center until 1994, when 
the Center, designed by rob Wellington Quigley, opened on Island avenue only 
a few blocks away from the museum. Until then, dr. Crane and the growing 
Friends volunteers ran the Villa as an unofficial community center, with the 
Friends staffing the museum Mondays through Fridays for afterschool projects. 
one of the children who attended these after-school programs was California 
state senator Ben Hueso who, a few years before dr. Crane’s passing, wrote to 
her of his fond memories being one of those kids who learned to love music at 

A Friends volunteer tours area teens through the Drawing 
Room, circa 1982. Courtesy of FOVM.

Teens learn Victorian crazy quilting with the Friends of the Villa Montezuma. Activities and programs 
matched the changing displays in the museum. Courtesy of FOVM.
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Friends’ events (Ben is an accomplished pianist). the villa Montezuma Museum, 
christened by Jesse shepard as a “Palace of the arts,” became the arts and culture 
center for the area with regular art exhibits by local artists, guest lecturers, craft 
demonstrations, dance programs, and even volunteer pianists every sunday who 
performed in the beautiful Music room. 

In 1978 a fire in Balboa Park’s Electric Building, which housed the Aerospace 
Museum, gutted that historic structure, and the aerospace Museum relocated to 
the Ford Building. this provided the opportunity for sdHs to further expand, but 
not without a price. More funds needed to be raised for such an expansion. In 1981, 
the society successfully moved to the reconstructed building (renamed Casa de 
Balboa) from its old headquarters at the venerable serra Museum in Presidio Park. 
right about this time, however, both the City and County of san diego reduced 
annual funding of sdHs in order to take care of more pressing regional capital 
improvement needs. this funding reduction was not unique to san diego; all 
around the nation, governmental financial support of civic institutions came to 
an abrupt end. rising costs and failing infrastructure seriously reduced funding 
of historic, cultural, and artistic organizations by supportive but cash-strapped 
elected officials. This was a challenging time for museums everywhere. 

By the mid-1980s many museums and cultural institutions had to make across-
the-board budget cuts, and SDHS could no longer staff the Villa Montezuma 
Museum as it had in the past. In 1984, the Historical society was forced to charge 
admission to the house for the very first time. It had been free entry since opening 

Sherman Elementary students in grades 4, 5, and 6 came to the Villa to learn about San Diego history 
(photo circa 1993). Courtesy of FOVM. 
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in 1972. Since the Historical Society could no longer afford a full-time staff curator 
devoted only to the Villa, the Friends filled the staffing gaps that were critical to 
keep the museum running. FovM members were experts at social networking 
long before the age of social media; they brought in volunteers from other social 
committees, took field trips to other museums throughout Southern California 
to educate themselves on museum programming and best practices for youth 
involvement, and formed strong friendships. the FovM was inspired and 
motivated to keep the villa running without interruption.

Fire again played a role in the lives of the san diego Historical society and 
FOVM members. In March 1986 an accidental fire swept through the second floor 
and through the Music room ceiling of the villa Montezuma, destroying the 
office space, the Gallery, and over half of the museum’s roof.12 sherman Heights 
had already lost the 30-room garrettson House at the corner of 21st and K streets 
to fire in 1974, and the Livingston Mansion at 24th and J Streets to relocation by 
barge to Coronado in 1983. the loss of the villa would have been unbearable. 
Water and soot did substantial damage, but FovM members were there to carry 
out items to be cleaned or repaired, and later to aid in the fundraising. a newly 
restored villa Montezuma Museum reopened on June 28, 1987, in time for the 
100th anniversary of the house. that same year Jesse shepard’s neighborhood was 
officially recognized by the City of San Diego as the Sherman Heights Historic 
district, san diego’s largest historic district by the number of contributing historic 
structures (almost 400 buildings). 

By the 1990s many Friends had given more than 20 years of volunteer service to 
sdHs for the villa Montezuma Museum. as the original members of the Friends 

The Friends hosted after-school arts and crafts. Mural on the wall depicts the Villa and the neighborhood, 
created with local kids and muralist Victor Ochoa, c. 1993.  Courtesy of FOVM.
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of the villa looked forward to retirement, 
new volunteers began to step forward from 
families moving into the sherman Heights 
Historic District—residents participating in 
the annual dia de los Muertos celebration 
at the sherman Heights Community Center, 
and participants in the sherman Heights 
neighborhood Cultural Council (sHnCC). 
the City of san diego Commission for 
arts and Culture took the lead on this 
cultural council pilot program, which was 
inspired by the national trust for Historic 
Preservation’s “share your Heritage” 
initiative to promote what is unique 
and authentic in historic communities 
in order to encourage cultural heritage 
tourism. By 2003, a new roster of FovM 
members was ready to take the helm of 
the Friends of the villa Montezuma as the 
historic mansion’s protector. that same 
year Friends contributed to the sHnCC 
organized “sherman Heights snapshots” 

call for photographs, where over 400 images were displayed in an exhibit at the 
sherman Heights Community Center on May 24, 2003, and then again displayed 
at san diego’s City administration Building at 202 C street on July 14-25, 2003. 
the villa was a popular subject for photography, and the promotion of the historic 
district caused renewed interest in the museum.13 

Significant changes in 
the recent past

By 2005, major changes 
were taking place at sdHs. 
the direction was clear: the 
Historical society would focus 
on the Museum of san diego 
History in Balboa Park, while 
the serra Museum, the villa 
Montezuma Museum, and the 

In 2003 FOVM members submitted images of 
the Villa for the Sherman Heights Snapshots 
photography show. This photo by FOVM 
members Jalela and James Justus shows the 
glowing stained glass at sunset. Courtesy of 
James and Jalela Justus.

Incorporated in 2006, the new Friends of the Villa Montezuma 
logo was designed by FOVM member Steve Veach.
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Marston House would need to find a different path to a successful future. In 2005, 
the 1976 replacement of two-thirds of the Villa’s foundation was doing fine, but 
the original 1887 porous victorian brick foundation on the west side of the house 
was failing. as a precaution, all artifacts were removed from the kitchen and 
structural bracing was set up; large groups and parties were no longer allowed 
to rent the museum, and no tours went downstairs. 

the FovM committed to extensive 
efforts to find restoration funds for 
the villa. at the urging of Executive 
director david Watson of sdHs, the 
Friends of the villa Montezuma 
incorporated as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
corporation in 2006. no longer would 
the FovM be an auxiliary group of 
the historical society; it would become 
the only non-profit solely dedicated 
to the magnificent Villa Montezuma 
Museum. 

San Diego Councilman Ben Hueso presented a check to FOVM president Louise Torio at the FOVM at 
the 2007 Victorian Valentine Tea. At right is Chula Vista Councilmember Pamela Bensoussan. Photo by 
Todd McKerrow.

Exterior sign. ©SDHC #82:13527.
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Joining the FovM advisory 
Board were some very long-term, 
original friends who purchased the 
villa in 1970: Kay Porter, dr. nick 
Fintzelberg, and John Henderson, 
FaIa. In addition, the FovM 
advisory Board had the guidance 
of original curator dr. Clare Crane, 
past sdHs executive directors 
Jim Moss and Bob Witty, and past 
interim executive director linda 
Canada. owen sutton provided 
extensive historic preservation 
construction experience, and 
licensed engineers Mike ruth, Phil 
Kern,14 Mack Williams, and ryan 
Boley provided their expertise.15 
City of Chula vista Mayor Cheryl 
Cox supported the FOVM’s efforts 

as her mother had been a villa docent in the 1980s. In addition, a number of 
current and former historical society site administrators and staffers became 
FOVM members. Working successfully with local elected officials, the Friends 
were able to secure some key funding to move the project forward.

on February 28, 2006, sdHs’s Board voted to close the villa to the public. old 
town trolley tours had stopped running the nightly “ghost and gravestones” bus 
tour, leaving the villa without a regular source of revenue. this, combined with 
both a major downturn in the economy and safety concerns about the foundation, 
left no alternative.16 

the FovM immediately requested the san diego Police department retired 
senior volunteer Patrol (rsvPs) to visit the museum daily, and took turns 
themselves making daily checks on the villa. the FovM took over quarterly 
reporting on the state of California grant given to sdHs, a grant used for 
necessary repair work to the villa’s tower done by preservation contractor owen 
Sutton. The Friends met extensively with elected officials at the local, State, 
and Federal levels to explore funding 
options since, with the deep recession, 
philanthropic giving was significantly 
curtailed for all non-profits. The FOVM 
convinced the City of san diego to 

Preservation contractor Owen Sutton restored the tower 
roof through a State of California grant, 2008. Photo by 
Steve Veach.
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include the museum in a comprehensive structural evaluation of City buildings, 
and the Friends advisory Board engineers met with City Engineering to 
prioritize structural repairs. 

In February 2009, to no one’s surprise, sdHs, now operating as the san diego 
History Center (sdHC) decided to no longer operate the house museums, and 
gave notice to the City that the villa Montezuma Museum and the Marston House 
would revert back to Park and recreation.17 after almost 40 years of memorable 
stewardship, the historical society would no longer be part of the villa’s future. 
later in 2009 sdHC was again in the news when it sold the beautiful antiques 
inside the villa at auction in los angeles.18 the Friends purchased the bedroom 
set that had been on display in Jesse shepard’s bedroom, thanks to a supporting 
gift from dr. Clare Crane. 

Meanwhile, the FovM continued to get to the table all who could help fund 
the villa’s restoration. FovM member sheila Hardin, Community relations 

The Friends of the Villa Montezuma were honored by the City of San Diego Historical Resources Board for 
finding funding, May 2010. Standing: Owen Sutton, Judith Swink, Dr. Clare Crane, Pita Verdin, Ricardo 
Medina, Dr. Maria Bolivar, Rita Collier, Romila Driese, Louise Torio, and Alessandra Moctezuma. In front: 
Todd McKerrow. Photo by Ross Porter.
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Manager at Centre City development 
Corporation (CCdC) encouraged the FovM 
to get CCdC’s board interested in helping 
the villa, which was one block away from the 
CCdC’s redevelopment area. at that time, state 
law allowed redevelopment agencies to spend 
money outside their areas if it would benefit 
the redevelopment area. the sherman Heights 
Historic district was indeed a downtown 
community: Matthew sherman’s addition 
begins in modern day East village, split in half 
by Interstate 5. For months, FovM President 
louise torio, a sherman Heights resident and 
villa docent since 1994, took CCdC, East village, 
and downtown stakeholders on a tour through 
the museum. Many had never been to the villa 
before, but eventually all were convinced to help the museum. the Friends and 
CCdC worked out a way for CCdC to lend support if the City of san diego could 
match that support.

the Friends turned toward then district 8 City Councilman Ben Hueso, who 
later became City Council President before continuing his career in state politics. 
Ben knew the importance of the villa not only to the community but also to the 
region. Through vigorous work with Hueso and his staff, the City identified 
$500,000 that could be contributed to the cause, and CCDC identified $550,000. 

Thanks to the years of effort by FOVM, 
against all odds and in a deep economic 
recession, the City and CCdC entered 
into a memorandum of understanding 
in november 2009 that $1,050,000 would 
be used to restore and reopen the villa 
Montezuma Museum. Finally, sweet success 
after years of effort. City Engineering hired 
Platt/Whitelaw architects of san diego to 
develop a comprehensive restoration plan 
and provide a thorough analysis of the 
building’s needs. 

the Friends of the villa Montezuma’s 
efforts were recognized by the City of San 
diego Historical resources Board in May 

Wade Lindsey shows Councilman David Alvarez 
and San Diego Police Capt. Mark Jones the plans 
for the sewer work. Photo by Steve Veach.

Kay Porter volunteering at the annual 
Sherman Heights Dia de los Muertos 
celebration, still supporting the museum 
she helped make possible over 40 years ago. 
Photo by Steve Veach.
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2010 with the Preservation advancement award, given to those who advance 
the cause of historic preservation through on-going work or a significant single 
project, effort, or accomplishment. The FOVM made the impossible happen by not 
giving up and by getting so many stakeholders together. thanks to Ben Hueso, 
the san diego City Council declared november 30, 2010, as “louise torio day” to 

December 2012: City of San Diego Councilmember David Alvarez (center, back row) with City staffers, the 
contractor for the sewer work, the San Diego Police Department Retired Senior Volunteer Patrol, and the 
Friends of the Villa Montezuma. Back row, to the left of Councilman Alvarez, is contractor Wade Lindsay 
of Wade Company. To the right of David is SDPD Captain Mark Jones of Central Division. Front row: 
City of San Diego Park and Recreation manager Francisco Castruita at far left. Third from left, front row, 
in hard hat: City Engineering project manager Lauren Graham, next to liaison officer Suzy de la Pena and 
RSVP members. FOVM members are at right. Photo by Steve Veach.

May 2012: City of San Diego Engineering staff with the archeological team that unearthed the Victorian 
fountain buried in the museum’s yard. Photo by Louise Torio.
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honor the Friends President for 
her efforts supporting the Villa 
Montezuma Museum. 

despite the story of success, 
there would be difficulties 
ahead. In 2011 the state of 
California decided to end all 
redevelopment agencies and 
take those funds for state 
use, effective February 1, 
2012. that meant that CCdC 
would no longer exist and 
the $550,000 for the villa 
Montezuma Museum could 
not be utilized. the Friends 
waged a successful campaign 
with state-level elected 
officials to lend support to 

allow Civic san diego, the successor agency to CCdC, to keep the funds for the 
museum, although these “frozen” funds cannot yet be used. the Friends needed 
to find replacement funding. In addition, 
the villa’s restoration using the City’s 
$500,000 was slowed when the sewer line 
under the museum collapsed. this needed 
to be fixed before other restoration work 
could proceed. amid all these challenges 
in 2011, a highlight came in July 2011 when 
CBs’s larry Himmel had the FovM show 
him around the sherman Heights Historic 
district, which resulted in a supportive 
television segment showcasing the museum 
and the neighborhood.19 

In april 2012 two acts of vandalism 
affected the Villa. Eggs were thrown at 
historic buildings all along 20th street; 
an egg thrown at the villa’s front door 
cracked the glass in the door. the window 
was removed, boarded up, and painted to 
match the door. In a separate incident later 

A tour group listens before embarking on the FOVM walking 
tour of “Jesse Shepard’s Neighborhood,” the Sherman Heights 
Historic District. In the center, under the tent, is Shep Wickham 
(1947-2012), who was a live-in site administrator for the 
museum for seven years. Photo by Todd McKerrow.

Shep Wickham in costume, celebrating Jesse 
Shepard’s 140th birthday in 1988. Courtesy of 
FOVM scrapbooks.
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that month, the glass in a window leading to the Bistro was carefully removed 
but not broken, triggering the silent alarm. the san diego Police department 
was on the scene within minutes with a canine unit. no one was in the museum, 
and the front door was not found unlocked as mistakenly reported.20 the police 
department stepped up patrols in the area.

Preparing the sewer dig in the villa’s backyard in May 2012, City Engineering 
conducted an archeological dig to map and identify the brick circular structure 
buried under dirt. It indeed was the remains of the old victorian fountain, which 
was then reburied and preserved in place. the City was now ready to get a contractor 
for the project. In december 2012 City of san diego Councilman david alvarez 
invited City Engineering, Park & recreation, the san diego Police department 
and retired senior volunteer Patrol (rsvP), the contractor (Wade Company of 
lakeside), and the Friends of the villa Montezuma to the museum to preview the 
sewer restoration work. the new sewer line was completed in april 2013.

The future of the Villa Montezuma Museum 

thankfully, there is more good news for the future of the villa Montezuma 
Museum. the Friends of the villa Montezuma sought replacement funding for 
the frozen funds from CCdC. City of san diego Park and recreation grantwriters 
identified Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds as a possibility. This 
money can be used for public benefit capital improvement projects in lower-income 
census tracks. the FovM collaborated on the grant application by providing the 
narrative of how important the villa is to the neighborhood, what programming 
and resources would be possible again at the reopened museum, and the evaluation 
of who would be served within the census track and surrounding areas. In March 
2013, after a long evaluation process, the City application for the villa Montezuma 
Museum restoration was allocated 
a CdBg grant for $882,000. In other 
good news, as of May 2013, the 
worn-out front steps of the villa 
were being replaced by the City.

Without a doubt, the Friends 
of the villa Montezuma will 
continue to be a bridge between 
City departments, funding sources, 
and donors so that the major 
restoration work can commence 
and the museum reopened. the Victorian Tea Party, 1980. ©SDHC #82:13535-4.
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FovM takes pride in all it has done 
over the decades, how it has evolved 
to meet the needs and challenges 
of the museum, and what it has 
accomplished with the sherman 
Heights community. the Friends 
hope to be the future operators of 
the museum; there would be no 
greater honor after all these years of 
service. In the meantime, the FovM 
continues to raise awareness of the 
Villa’s beauty and significance and 
raise funds for its future reopening. 
there are fund raisers with victorian 
valentine teas and monthly walking 
tours of the sherman Heights 
Historic district (“Jesse shepard’s 
neighborhood”). one finds the 
Friends engaged in community 
outreach with booths at events like 
the golden Hill old House Fair and 
the san diego Museum Council’s 

El Dia de los Museos, and giving lectures 
and talks at gatherings from rotary Club 
meetings to the annual gaslight gathering 
steampunk Convention.

at 125 years old, the villa Montezuma 
has a bright future. the dedicated and 
determined members of the nonprofit 
FovM are much like the young san 
diego Historical society members who 
had a vision for the museum in the late 
1960s—full of civic purpose and the desire 
to create a meaningful inner-city museum 
and cultural center. you are invited to learn 
more or join the efforts of the Friends of 
the villa Montezuma by visiting www.
villaMontezumaMuseum.org.21 

The steel Villa Montezuma sign is a prominent 
part of the artwork at the trolley station. Photo 
by Louise Torio.

A CCDRC banner featuring the Villa, 2013. Courtesy 
FOVM.
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Honorably Representing San Diego:  
The Story of the USS San Diego

Joey Seymour

San Diego is home to a large number of the Pacific Fleet’s ships. For decades 
our nation’s sailors and marines have begun their service to America at 
boot camps in San Diego. Thousands of military families and veterans have 
fallen in love with the area, and are fortunate enough to live and work in 
San Diego. USS San Diego will project American power to the far corners 
of the earth and support the cause of freedom well into the 21st century. 
      – Former United States Secretary of the Navy Gordon R. England.1

on May 19, 2012, a stunning san diego saturday morning, lPd 22 was 
commissioned as the fourth 
United states navy ship to bear the 
name USS San Diego. lPd stands 
for “landing platform dock,” an 
amphibious ship that transports 
and supports marine landing forces, 
in this case, as many as 800 men 
at a time. according to the ship’s 
public affairs officer, MCC Holly 
gray, lPd 22 is “the most advanced 
amphibious ship in the world” and 
the sixth ship in the san antonio 
class. air ballast tanks are used “to 
raise and lower the back of the ship,” 

Uss san diego LPD 22 constructed in Pascagoula, 
Mississippi, and christened on June 12, 2010. Photo 
courtesy J. Wesley House.
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according to Gray, “flooding a well deck area and providing a mobile landing 
dock to launch and recover amphibious assault craft.”2 

Beyond her sleek look, speed, and state-of-the-art technology, the USS San 
Diego is special because it is the first of the four ships representing the city that 
will actually call san diego its home port. the other three, USS San Diego (arC 6), 
USS San Diego (Cl 53), and USS San Diego (aFs 6), were stationed in other ports. 

USS San Diego (ARC 6) – Service Years: 1907-1918

Florence Pardee, daughter of California governor george C. Pardee, served as 
the ship’s sponsor when it was christened on april 28, 1904. on august 1, 1907 
with Captain v.l. Cottman in command, arC 6 (armored Cruiser), the USS 
California was commissioned. she was renamed San Diego on september 1, 1914 
in a spectacular ceremony reported by The san Diego Union: 

on Wednesday morning the United states cruiser San Diego will 
be formally rechristened in san diego’s harbor. no city on the 
California coast has been so signally honored by the government, 
and the fact that a modern war vessel with its hundreds of men will 
carry the name of san diego to all parts of the United states and the 
world is worthy of a celebration.3 

san diego festivities included a barbecue for the ship’s sailors in Balboa Park and 
a grand ball at the U.S. Grant Hotel for the officers and their ladies.4

Uss san diego ARC 6 c. 1915. ©SDHC 80:4998.
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The first few years of service for ARC 6 were relatively mild. Beyond routine 
drills and patrolling the Pacific Coast, the only notable event in which the ship 
took part was the opening of the Pearl Harbor entrance channel at Pearl Harbor 
naval station in Hawaii. on december 14, 1911, still bearing its original name, 
the “USS California became the first warship to pass through the new channel 
into Pearl Harbor. as she entered the harbor, the California and her crew were 
the gracious hosts to Queen liluokalani.”5

In the summer of 1912, arC 6 spent time in Chinese and Japanese waters in 
order to showcase America’s naval power and prestige. A conflict in Nicaragua 
in september 1912 required the ship’s speed and ability to transport marines. 
Beginning with the spanish-american War in 1898, the United states had begun to 
aggressively occupy and police areas within Central america and the Caribbean. 
these skirmishes become known as the “Banana Wars.” at the end of 1912, 
with civil unrest in nicaragua and fears that European powers would become 
involved in canal construction, President William Howard taft approved military 
protection of a vital railway between nicaragua’s Corinto and granada. arC 6 
delivered 500 marines and assisted in patrolling the waters in what has become 
known as the U.S. occupation of Nicaragua. The conflict ended on October 23, 
1912, leaving behind a legation guard 
of 100 marines to protect american 
interests.6 

the USS San Diego, having been 
renamed in mid-september 1914, 
celebrated the opening of the Panama-
California Exposition on January 1, 
1915. the beams from eight powerful 
searchlights on the San Diego, flagship 
of the Pacific fleet anchored at the foot of Market Street, were trained on the tower 
of the California Building while thousands of incandescent lights outlined the 
ship from bow to stern. Its guns sounded a proper salute. 

The ship later suffered a tragedy on the morning of January 21, 1915. Ensign 
robert Webster Cary, Jr. had been routinely checking the steam pressure readings 
in fire room No. 2. As he stepped into fire room No. 1, an explosion occurred in 
fire room No. 2, where he had just been. The watertight doors between the two 
fire rooms were beginning to close electronically from the bridge; Ensign Cary 
held open the doors while Fireman second Class, telesforo trinidad aided in the 
rescue of two men who had been trapped in fire room No. 2. All four escaped, 
although trinidad’s face was badly burned. Cary and trinidad were awarded 
the Congressional Medal of Honor.7 Unfortunately, five men died and seven were 

Pennant from Uss san diego ARC 6, 1914. San Diego 
Maritime Museum, photo #It02298.
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injured as a result of the blast. through the summer of 1915, the USS San Diego 
was on limited commission and underwent necessary repairs.

on november 15, 1915, arC 6 rushed to the aid of the schooner, Ft. Bragg, that 
was wrecked on a reef 20 miles northeast of Cabo san lucas. they rescued 48 
passengers who had been aboard. Upon entering World War I, the San Diego was 
ordered to join the Atlantic fleet in July 1917. A year later, tragedy would strike 
the ship once again. according to historian richard Crawford: 

on the morning of July 19, 1918, the San Diego was headed for new 
york from the Portsmouth navy yard in new Hampshire. Zigzagging 
south in calm seas, the cruiser was a few miles off Long Island when 
a crewman spotted a periscope above the waves. Minutes later, the 
crew felt a dull thud on the port side. two explosions followed and 
with the port side ripped open, the ship began to list.8 

It took only 28 minutes for the San Diego to reach its final resting place, 110 
feet below the surface, 13.5 miles south of Fire Island Inlet. the ship had come 
across a floating mine laid by a German U-boat. Miraculously, only six men of 
the 1,200 serving aboard arC 6 were killed. 

today, the wreckage has become a popular attraction for divers and is listed 
on the national register of Historic Places.9 

Left to right: Lt. JG. H.M. Lammers, USN; Capt. R.M. Cutts, USMC; Med. Inspector E.S. Bogert, USN; 
Adm. W.B. Caperton, USN; Pay Inspector J. Fyffe, USN; Lt. A.T. Beauregard, USN; Paymaster C.S. Baker, 
USN aboard Uss san diego, c. 1917. San Diego Maritime Museum, photo #P16076.
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USS San Diego (CL 53)–Service Years: 
1942-1945 

Christened in July 1941 by grace Benbough, 
wife of san diego mayor Percy J. Benbough, 
and commissioned just six months later, the 
USS San Diego Cl 53 (atlanta class light cruiser) 
proved to be one of the most accomplished and 
decorated ships during World War II, earning 18 
battle stars and the honor of being the first allied 
warship to enter tokyo Bay after the war. Most 
remarkable, she never lost a man even after 34 
engagements with the enemy. the USS San Diego 
would become known as “the Unbeatable” ship. 
gunner’s Mate second class Bill Butcher, who 
served on Cl 53, noted: 

nothing ever happened to us that was “headline news” until we were 
the first major Allied warship to enter Tokyo Bay. We were straddled 
by bombs, dodged torpedoes and [were] attacked by suicide planes 
that missed. We never lost a man in combat, never surrendered to the 
enemy, and earned eighteen battle stars while steaming 300,000 miles 
without a major overhaul.10

the commissioning of USS San Diego Cl 53 took place on saturday, January 
10, 1942, a month after the bombings at Pearl Harbor. Captain Perry, during the 
brief ceremony that took place in sub-zero temperatures in Boston, stated, “this 

Mrs. Percy J. Benbough poses with 
christening bottle for the Uss san 
diego (CL 53) at the Bethlehem Steel 
Co. Shipyard, Quincy, Massachusetts, 
July 26, 1941. San Diego Maritime 
Museum, photo #16077.

Uss san diego (CL 53) at sea, c. 1943. San Diego Maritime Museum, photo #16003.
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ship will be an honor to the city of san diego. the time for talk is over; let’s get 
going.”11 Many citizens in san diego did not know that Cl 53 had been given the 
name San Diego. An anecdote often recalled by crew members involves a fireman 
assigned to the engineering department who had an encounter with a san diego 
policeman after the ship arrived in port on May 17, 1942. The fireman became 
inebriated while on shore leave and, according to a recounting of the incident, 
“as the hour was late the policeman asked, ‘Where are you from, sailor?’ the 
sailor stated, San Diego. the policeman retorted, ‘What part of san diego?’ the 
sailor’s response, ‘The forward boiler room.’ The policeman led the sailor off to 
the drying-out tank, having never heard of a ship with that name.”12

after a brief stint in san diego, it did not take long for Cl 53 to become deeply 
entrenched in her first engagement. From August 31, 1942, to February 8, 1943, 
the ship earned her first battle star during the Guadalcanal Campaign, the first 
major allied offensive of the war. The San Diego provided anti-aircraft protection 

for the famed aircraft carrier USS Enterprise 
(CV 6) during three days of intensive fighting 
in november 1942. 

Prior to the end of 1943, the San Diego took 
part in operation galvanic leading to allied 
forces capturing the tarawa and gilbert 
Islands. the ship was kept busy in 1944. Cl 
53 engaged in operation Flintlock, capturing 
the islands of Majuro and Kwajalein, and 
took part in the invasion of Eniwetok in the 

Uss san diego (CL 53) honored with a float at the Pasadena Rose Parade, January 1, 1941. San Diego 
Maritime Museum, photo #16033.

Patch for the Uss san diego (CL 53). San 
Diego Maritime Museum, photo #IT13619.
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Marshall Islands. In June 1944, she provided 
protection for aircraft carriers in raids against 
Wake and Marcus Islands, as well as the 
invasion of saipan, the Bonin Islands, and the 
first Battle of the Philippine Sea. The San Diego 
received a brief, one-month replenishment 
period before engaging in the invasion of guam 
and tinian. 

on september 21, 1944, the San Diego aided 
in the strike at Manila Bay and from october 
12 to 15 shot down nine Japanese aircraft as the allied forces looked to secure 
the Formosa airfields. One of the ship’s officers noted, “When seven turrets with 
fourteen five-inch guns were all firing at the enemy, it looked like the ship itself 
was on fire.”13 she ended 1944 by surviving the ferocious typhoon Cobra that 

Patch for the Uss san diego (CL 53). 
San Diego Maritime Museum, photo 
#IT13618.

The Uss san diego (CL 53) after docking at Yokosuka Naval Base, August 28, 1945. Admiral Chester 
Nimitz accepting the Japanese surrender, followed by Admiral Raymond Spruance and Admiral William 
"Bull" Halsey. San Diego Maritime Museum, photo #P16037.
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pounded the ship for two straight days. one of the ship’s radiomen, dick sullinger, 
recounted sailing straight into the eye of the hurricane: 

Early december 17, 1944, we had church that morning. [We] had 
Christmas carols that we sang. soon the sea had started getting 
very rough. Our fleet was moving now South East off the Philippine 
Coast. We were nearly in the middle of a huge pacific typhoon with 
the wind approaching 100 to 150 mph or sometimes higher. We were 
taking 48 degree rolls [in] 50 to 60 foot waves. We went right through 
the eye of this hurricane.14 

after the seas had calmed, the San Diego went back to search for survivors 
of the three destroyers that had capsized. the typhoon claimed the lives of 790 
men.15 an inquiry took place to determine if Fleet admiral William F. Halsey 
had acted recklessly in his decision to sail into the typhoon. the judge advocate 
determined that Halsey had erred in judgment, but did not sanction him. 

through all the battles, and even a typhoon, the ship was never damaged. 
Author Fred Whitmore wrote of John Supino, seaman first class, “Supino was 
assigned to a specialized damage control party whose duties were to make repairs 
when the ship got hit. supino maintains that since the ship never got hit, the 
damage control people virtually had a pleasure cruise.”16

The Uss san diego (CL 53) entering San Diego Bay on October 27, 1945. North Island Naval Air Station 
is in the background. San Diego Maritime Museum, photo #P16003.
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In February 1945, the San Diego took part in strikes against Iwo Jima and, 
later, the Japanese islands of okino daijo, Kyushu, and Minami daito Jima, all 
of which were essential to the landings on okinawa.17 the San Diego became the 
first allied ship to enter Tokyo Bay, docking at Yokosuka Naval Base on August 24, 
1945, shortly before the end of the war on september 2, 1945. For the remainder of 
1945, san diego took part in operation Magic Carpet that brought troops home. 
Cl 53 had steamed over 300,000 miles by the end of the war. Her 18 battle stars 
were second only to the aircraft carrier Enterprise. 

Aboard the Uss san diego, left to right: Captain George Ravens Croft (Asst. Commandant, 11th Naval 
District), Mrs. Ira Copley, Mrs. William Mullan, Rear Admiral Wilhelm L. Friedell (Commandant, 11th 
Naval District), Mrs. George Scott, Captain William Mullan, Mrs. Percy Benbough, Mayor Harley Knox, 
Mrs. Harley Knox, George Scott, Mrs. Wilhelm Friedell, Col. Ira Copley, Mrs. George Ravenscroft. Navy 
Day, 1945. San Diego Maritime Museum, photo #P16093.

Crowd welcomes the Uss san diego on Navy Day, October 27, 1945. ©SDHC oP 16827-038.
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Whitmore detailed the crew’s excitement in being 
selected as the flagship to enter Tokyo Bay: 

It turned out that a little delay going home via 
tokyo was quite acceptable, especially when 
they were being honored to act as flagship as 
well as the first ship to dock in Japan. That 
would fulfill a promise made back in Boston in 
January 1942, ‘that she wouldn’t stop until she 
dropped her hook in tokyo Bay.’18

although heroic, the USS San Diego did not garner 
as much attention after World War II as other famous 
ships such as the battleship USS Massachusetts (a 

museum in Battleship cove, Massachusetts), the carrier USS Intrepid (a museum 
in new york), the battleship USS Missouri (a museum in Hawaii), or the battleship 
USS Iowa (a museum in long Beach, Ca). the USS San Diego was decommissioned 
on november 4, 1946, and released from the naval vessel register on March 
1, 1959. In december 1960, she was sold for scrap to todd shipyards in seattle, 
Washington.19 Ironically, the only other ship to boast more battle stars in World 
War II, the USS Enterprise, was also sold for scrap in 1958.

on april 25, 2003, a ground breaking ceremony was held for a memorial in 
san diego Harbor, at Harbor drive and g street, commemorating USS San Diego 
Cl 53, those who served aboard her, and all of their accomplishments.20 

USS San Diego (AFS 6) – Service Years: 1969-1993

nine years after Cl 53 was sold for scrap, another ship received the name 
San Diego. While the new ship never saw any combat, it remained active for 24 
years. USS San Diego (aFs 6) a Mars-class combat stores ship was known as the 
“floating supermarket.” Her purpose was to replenish ships at sea with large 
quantities of frozen, chilled, and dry food as well as technical repair parts and 
general use consumables. Her sponsor, Florence Curran, was the wife of then 
san diego mayor Francis “Frank” Curran. aFs 6 was commissioned on May 
24, 1969 in san diego with Captain John W. Wells in command. out of the four 
ships named San Diego, it was the only one to have been built in this city. the 
ship was nicknamed “the Best” and would take part in 19 deployments to the 
Mediterranean and one to guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Captain len sapera explained 
why the ship received this nickname:

CL 53 mascot by Walt Disney. 
Photo courtesy J. Wesley House.
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In 1981 she was named “the Best ship in the atlantic Fleet” for the 
quality of service and operational excellence provided. one day in 
1981 she conducted underway replenishments to one aircraft carrier 
plus ten other warships ranging from cruisers to destroyers.  and, 
we did it all in 12 hours without a break.  that’s how good our crew 
was.  The fleet, our customers, rewarded 
us with messages of ‘Bravo ZUlU’ (Well 
done) which were greatly appreciated by our 
outstanding crew.21

the USS San Diego spent most of her time serving 
ships in the Mediterranean. she was stateside in 
February 1971 when the ship was selected to represent 
the United states atlantic Fleet in louisiana at Mardi 
gras. In april 1971, the San Diego rescued sailors from 
a burning greek freighter. 

In 1981, the San Diego introduced a very familiar 
ship’s mascot. according to Walt Cox who served 
aboard aFs 6:

The Uss san diego AFS 6 at sea. San Diego Maritime Museum, photo #P16048.

Chicken mascot with Walt Cox 
representing the Uss san diego 
AFS 6. Photo courtesy Walt Cox.
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one of my fondest memories of my time on board aFs 6 was our 
ship’s mascot, USS San Diego Chicken AFS-6. In 1981, our supply 
Officer Len Sapera came up with an idea to put a ship’s mascot on 
deck during underway replenishments. He had a suit designed 
similar to the famous san diego Chicken that performed during 
San Diego Padres baseball games. Our first time having the AFS 6 
Chicken on station brought cheers from our replenishing ship and 
we found this to be a great morale booster for our ship. so every 
time we hooked up with another ship, out came our Chicken.22 

another occasion that Walt Cox remembered fondly was aFs 6’s famous 
chicken’s visit to an orphanage in Israel:

We received word from the 6th Fleet Chaplain asking if we would 
entertain the idea of having the USS San Diego AFS-6 Chicken 
perform at an orphanage in Haifa, Israel. We agreed and when we 
arrived, we took the suit and about 8 shipmates to the orphanage, 
which was run by Catholic nuns. our Chicken was shipmate robert 
Walls, and he dressed in another room waiting for his cue. right 

The Uss san diego AFS 6 at the 32nd Street Naval Station, 1969. Editors' collection.
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outside the doors where he was going to come through was a ping 
pong table. the nuns had just put down a tray of glasses on the 
table and out came the chicken, crashing through the doors and 
into the ping pong table. the tray with the glasses went everywhere 
and shattered. The shipmates were mortified, but the hysterical 
laughter from all the kids approved of our chicken.23

the only time that aFs 6 was sidelined from duty during her 24 years of 
service was after an accidental run-in with a submarine, the USS Norfolk (ssn 
714) on January 17, 1989. Norfolk delivered a glancing blow to USS San Diego and 
both were forced into dry dock for repairs. on august 11, 1993, the San Diego was 
decommissioned and eventually sold for scrap on april 9, 2006. 

While aFs 6’s service may not have been as glamorous as her predecessors 
with the same name, she did serve the longest and, to all of her crew, will forever 
remain, “the Best.”24

USS San Diego (LPD 22) – First Year of Service

With over 2,000 people in attendance and a ceremony full of pomp and 
circumstance, the USS San Diego (lPd 22) was commissioned on May 19, 2012. 
the crowd sat in awe as the ship “came to life.” the ship’s journey began in 
Pascagoula, Mississippi, where it was constructed. the ship’s sponsor, linda 
Winter, wife of the 74th secretary of the navy, 
donald Winter, christened her on June 12, 2010. 

the San Diego followed an unofficial Navy 
tradition by having on board memorabilia 
from her namesake. san diego street signs 
in the galley, Chargers lightning bolts on the 
floor, Padres logos on the walls, and items 
from sea World, Balboa Park, and the gaslamp 
district can be found all over the ship. the 
crew and the city went to extreme lengths 
to ensure that lPd 22 well represented san 
diego. Even the ship’s crest was designed 
with the assistance of University of san 
diego history professor, dr. Iris Engstrand. 
she discussed the design process, “I worked 
together with former Executive Officer of LPD 
22 and Usd graduate, J. Wesley House, on an 

Launching of the Uss san diego LPD 22 
constructed in Pascagoula, Mississippi, and 
christened on June 12, 2010. Photo courtesy 
J. Wesley House.
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appropriate crest that would honor the history of san 
diego and the Us navy. We chose the bell representing 
Mission San Diego—the first European settlement in the 
present state of California; a sketch of the San Salvador, 
the flagship of Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo—first European 
vessel to visit san diego harbor (1542); and other Us 
navy and nautical symbols.”25

San Diego has now been in service for one year. San 
Diego Union-Tribune columnist Jeanette steele noted the 
history that lPd 22 has to live up to sharing the name 
San Diego, “the $1.3 billion vessel has a challenging 
reputation to uphold. a prior navy craft named San 
Diego achieved fame in World War II, when it engaged the enemy 34 times and 
never lost a sailor.”26

LPD 22 has yet to showcase all that she has to offer in a combat or operation 
situation, but she has certainly brought a great sense of pride and attention to san 
diego. on november 11, 2012, sports network EsPn broadcast its entire College 

Cover of christening program for Uss san diego (LPD 22), May 19, 2012, San Diego California.

Logo of the Uss san diego 
LPD 22. Author’s collection.
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Game Day show from the flight deck in honor 
of veterans day.27  The ship’s Executive Officer, 
Capt. John Menoni, detailed LPD 22’s first year 
in service: 

san diego has had an intense schedule 
during her first year in commission. The 
ship and crew successfully completed 
multiple inspections and certifications 
for everything from the flight deck, the 
propulsion plant, to all combat systems 
and the ship’s well deck. now that we’ve 
completed these inspections and sea trials, we have started our 
training phase in preparation for our first deployment in 2014.28

With only a year into her service and an expected life span of up to 50 years, 
lPd 22’s story is still in its infancy. there is no doubt, like the previous ships 
named for san diego, she will embody her city well. the positive representation 
comes, as has always been the case, from the crew and all those that serve aboard 
her. MCC Holly gray noted, “like their ship, the crew of lPd 22 is the best the 
Navy has to offer. They are highly trained professionals with a strong sense of 
tradition and heritage and a love for the city.”29 Certainly those who served on 
arC 6, Cl 53, and aFs 6, felt the same sense of pride for their ships and the city 
for which they were named. living USS San Diego crew members from Cl 53, aFs 
6, and lPd 22 will gather in July 2013 to celebrate having honorably represented 
san diego during their time aboard.

ARC 6’s Characteristics 
• Class & type: Pennsylvania-class cruiser
• displacement: 13,680 long tons 
• length: 504 ft 
• Beam: 69 ft 6 in 
• draft: 26 ft 1 in 
• Installed power: 23,000 ihp (17,000 kW)
• Propulsion: 2 × vertical, inverted, triple expansion steam engines 2 × screws
• speed: 22 kn (25 mph; 41 km/h)
• Complement: 830 officers and men
• armament: 4 × 8 in (200 mm)/40 cal guns, 14 × 6 in (150 mm)/50 cal guns, 18 

× 3 in (76 mm)/50 cal guns, 12 × 3-pounders 47 mm (1.9 in), 2 × 1-pounders 
37 mm (1.5 in), 2 × 18 in (460 mm) torpedo tubes

Interior design with San Diego’s sports 
team logos on the floor of the Uss san 
diego (LPD 22). Photo by author.
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CL 53’s Characteristics 
• Class & type: atlanta-class cruiser
• displacement: 6,000 long tons light
• 8,200 long tons full
• length: 541 ft 8 in 
• Beam: 53 ft 3 in 
• draft: 24 ft 
• Propulsion: 2 × geared steam turbines, 75,000 hp (56 MW)
• speed:32 kn (37 mph; 59 km/h)
• Complement: 796 officers and enlisted
• armament: 16 × 5 in (127 mm)/38 cal guns, 16 × 1.1 in (28 mm) 75 cal guns 

(replaced by Bofors 40mm in late 1943), 8 × 21 in (530 mm) torpedo tubes

AFS 6’s Characteristics 
• type: Mars-class combat stores ship
• tonnage: 9,200 tons
• displacement: 15,900 tons
• tons burthen: 18,663 tons
• length: 581 ft
• Beam: 79 ft
• draft: 27 ft
• Propulsion: three 580psi Babcock and Wilcox boilers; one de laval turbine; 

single shaft
• speed: 20 knots
• Complement: as Military sealift Command ship (1993-1997): 49 U.s. navy 

personnel, 125 civilian merchant seamen
• Armament: 4 × 3″/50 dual-purpose guns (2x2)[Originally equipped with 6 x 

3”/50 Dp guns], Chaff Launchers, 4 × M240G 7.62×51 mm medium machine 
guns or M249 5.56×45 mm light Mg, and 1 M2 12.7×99 mm heavy machine 
gun when security detachment is embarked while in Usn service. none in 
Usns service

• aircraft carried: two UH-46 helicopters

LPD 22’s Characteristics 
• Class & type: san antonio-class amphibious transport dock
• displacement: 25,000 tons full
• length: 684 ft overall, 661 ft waterline
• Beam: 105 ft extreme, 97 ft waterline
• draft: 23 ft
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• Propulsion: Four Colt-Pielstick diesel engines, two shafts, 40,000 hp (30 MW)
• speed: 22 knots (41 km/h)
• Boats & landing craft carried: two lCaCs (air cushion) or one lCU 

(conventional)
• Capacity: 699 (66 officers, 633 enlisted); surge to 800 total.
• Complement: 28 officers, 333 enlisted
• armament: two 30 mm Bushmaster II cannons, for surface threat defense; 

two rolling airframe Missile launchers for air defense
• aircraft carried: Four CH-46 sea Knight helicopters or two Mv-22 tilt rotor 

aircraft may be launched or recovered simultaneously.
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Linda Bradley Dowdy was born in la Jolla and spent most of her life on a horse, riding at Balboa 
Park stables. after her own showing career, linda trained many juvenile equitation riders. linda 
currently lives in rancho santa Fe. Anne Stephens Vafis developed a passion for horses at an early 
age and spent much of her teens training at Balboa Park stables. anne, an alumna of the University 
of southern California, attributes her love of the outdoors to her horse-riding background.

Trails and Tales of Balboa Park

Linda Bradley Dowdy and Anne Stephens Vafis

“Wherever you live, wherever you grew up, wherever you first loved horses, 
the Balboa Park story will ring familiar bells for you. For those of us of ‘a 
certain age,’ this is how we learned to ride and love the Saddle Horse.”1

Until 1960, when a freeway interchange altered the southwest corner of Balboa 
Park, horse stables and 17 miles of bridle paths attracted equestrian enthusiasts, 

young and old. the county 
boasted an estimated 9,500 riding 
horses and 33 organized clubs.2 
this article describes the people, 
events, and activities enjoyed by 
generations of san diego horse 
lovers and their friends.

Balboa Park’s first stable was 
located next to the san diego 
Zoo, in the vicinity of the current 
spanish village. dr. Harry M. 
Wegeforth, founding president 
of the Zoological society of 
san diego, and his wife rachel 

stabled their horses at the facility, known as Balboa Park riding academy. the 
Panama California Exposition (1915) had concluded while the California-Pacific 
International Exposition (1935) had yet to begin. 

In 1924, rachel g. Wegeforth founded a private equestrian society, the silvergate 

Rachel Wegeforth, founder of the Silvergate Riding Club, 
on horseback, September 14, 1925. ©SDHC UT #8164.
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riding and driving association, later renamed the silvergate riding Club.3 a 
room in one of the old exposition buildings served as club headquarters. at that 
time, the only place where people could ride horses in Balboa Park was on the 
automobile roads. In 1927, the group began raising money to start the bridle paths 
envisioned by city planner John nolen.4 nell a. stearn, who began riding in Balboa 
Park in 1925, recalled, “silvergaters created all the trails at their own expense!”5

Alice Ware of La Jolla was selected as the first president of the Silvergate Riding 
Club but rachel Wegeforth assumed the role of leadership of the organization for 

the next six years. the latter’s 
“devotion and enthusiasm were 
unfailing…,” according to a 1946 
San Diego Union article, “Under 
her leadership the members not 
only enjoyed many park rides, 
breakfasts, steak fries, barbecues 
and spanish suppers, frequently 
in conjunction with the la Jolla 
Bridle trails association, but 
had many parties and dances 
at the Zlac clubhouse, san diego 
rowing Club, la Jolla yacht club 
and san diego club.”6 a regular 

Balboa Park Riding Academy, August 10, 1932. Sensor photo. ©SDHC #80:7421.

Long-time supporters of equestrian events, Chris and 
Charlotte Anderson, in one of their four buggies. A carpenter 
and cabinet maker, Anderson came to San Diego from 
Denmark in 1914. Courtesy of Linda Dowdy.
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club event was the sunday morning ride, followed by breakfast at a downtown 
restaurant or a picnic under the eucalyptus trees. In 1967, rowena derr noted, 

“Quite a few of us recall with a good deal of nostalgia the Sunday morning rides—
sometimes down into Mission Valley—along Eleventh Street Canyon and other 
park areas” as well as breakfasts at ye olde golden lion on Fourth avenue 
between Broadway and C street.7

Following an August 1933 fire that destroyed the stables and killed 17 horses, 
the Balboa stables were relocated across the streetcar tracks to the west of Park 
Blvd. and the Balboa naval Hospital.8 Completed in 1935, the complex included 
a barn, stalls, and a large riding/show ring and grandstand to accommodate 
crowds of visitors attending the California Pacific International Exposition.

Balboa Park’s first horse show was held in 1933, under the direction of club 
president dr. george Cruikshank.9 this became an annual charity event for 
the next thirty years, raising money for groups such as the Boys and girls aid 
society. In 1935, the program included jumping contests, an exhibition drill by 
the San Diego Mounted Guard, a polo pony race, open five-gaited stakes, open 
roadsters, hunter hack sweepstakes, three-gaited horses, rescue races, and five-
gaited novice class.10

An aerial view of Balboa Park, c. 1954, showing the Balboa Park Stables at the bottom right hand corner of 
the photo. ©SDHC UT #8248-385.
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during this era, Harry s. simpson, brother of City Councilman Fred W. simpson, 
provided leadership at the Balboa Park stables. Increased interest in hunters and 
jumpers during his leadership in 1937 and 1938 resulted in the construction of a 
large jumping course adjacent to the show ring. In addition, one end of the stable 
was renovated to house the silvergate riding Club.11

In 1939, robert C. “Bob” Bradley assumed leadership of the Balboa Park stables. 
at this time the stable entrance was given a new face in keeping with the spanish-
Mission architectural style of the park buildings. a new clubhouse was built and 
furnished and the grandstand was enlarged.12 

In order to further their interest in riding and the advancement of horsemanship, 
a group of young women decided to form the Balboa Mounted troop in 1935. 
the group, originally organized, trained, and commanded by Harry simpson, 
was the only women’s riding group in san diego at that time.13 One of the first 
exhibitions of the troop was a spectacular drill performed by 24 of its members 
in the show ring at the 1935 Exposition.14 In the years to follow, a main focus of 
the Balboa Mounted troop was the staging of the annual Charity Horse show 
to benefit the Boys and Girls Aid Society of San Diego.15 

Perfect drill work skills continued to be a top priority. the ladies of the Balboa 

Silvergate Riding Club members in the “Heaven on Earth Room” at Balboa Park, June 6, 1939. ©SDHC 
Sensor #13-74.
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Mounted troop, smartly dressed 
in white breeches, tall black boots, 
black riding coats, white ascots and 
black derbies, won numerous awards. 
stearn recalled, “We all rode in a 
formal drill at the Exposition and, as 
a matter of fact, won our first trophy 
there. We also used to ride at the 
national Horse show in Coronado, 
taking our horses across on the 
ferry—each one caring for her own 
horse all the way.”16 the Balboa Park 
stables proudly maintained a glass 
case for the purpose of displaying 
their trophy collection. 

over the years, this group of women exhibited in numerous horse shows and 
parades. In 1939, they performed in a “Wild West rodeo, circus, and thrill jamboree” 
at Balboa stadium along with Hollywood stunt men and motorcycle racers.17 In 
1946, eleven members of the troop appeared in the third annual south of Broadway 
horse parade, along with hundreds of mounted horsemen, drill teams, bands, and 
drum majorettes. the parade marched up Broadway, turned north on Fifteenth 
Street, then filed into Balboa Stadium for the awarding of trophies. According to 
the San Diego Union, 1,000 horses of all breeds participated in the event, “from 
strawberry roans to palominos, from pintos to sorrels and black and white.”18 

during the 1940s, breakfast rides at the Balboa stables were a place for 
socializing. this was a regular event that was popular with family members of 

Robert C. “Bob” Bradley with his longtime secretary 
Edna Glorud on her horse Cherry Pie at the entrance 
of the barn, with watering trough in background. 
Courtesy of Linda Dowdy.

Groups of riders often traveled along the horse trails on the west side of Balboa Park. Courtesy of Linda Dowdy.
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all ages. In anticipation of a breakfast ride, the riders cleaned their tack, polished 
their boots, and saw to it that proper attire was ready to go for this special sunday 
morning ride. Following a two-hour ride through Balboa Park, the aroma of hot 
coffee, potato pancakes, hot cakes, eggs, and bacon awaited them.

In 1946, the Bridlewise Club—a group of junior riders—was established by 
then-president of the silvergate riding Club, John s. Cameron. Under the expert 
direction of Bob Bradley, it suc-
ceeded in turning out many of 
san diego County’s outstanding 
riders. In the late 1950s, the Club 
produced the “Under 18 Pacific 
Coast riding Champion” for 
three consecutive years. In 1952, 
Charles gordon “Champ” Hough, 
Jr. competed internationally to 
win an olympic bronze medal as 
an equestrian representing the 
U.s. in Helsinki, Finland. nor-
man E. Brinker, later a famous 

Riders at the Balboa Park Stables supported the San Diego Children’s Home. Mounted, left to right: Mrs. 
Harry Simpson, Mrs. Ray A. Vurgason, Mr. John Holler, and Miss Helen Bragg. Center: Mrs. Winifred 
Percival, director of the San Diego Children’s Home. Courtesy of Linda Dowdy.

Bob Bradley jumping Grey Cloud at the Balboa Park Stables 
in the 1940s. Courtesy of Linda Dowdy.
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restaurateur, also competed on the 1952 Olympic equestrian team. His first wife, 
Wimbledon Champion Maureen Connolly, shared his passion for horses. 

Junior riders could join the Bridlewise Club by invitation only, as advanced 
riding skills were a requirement for 
membership. an extensive written 
exam also had to be passed. topics 
covered on the test included knowing 
all the parts of the horse, saddle, and 
bridle, the diseases of the horse, and 
the names of the breeds.

during the 1930s and continuing 
into the 1950s, riders of the bridle 
trails of Balboa Park had choices 
of wide open spaces and expanses, 
offering scenic vistas, in the 
developed and undeveloped areas 

of the park. according to rowena derr, they 
“had views and expanses never possible 
since.”19 Many of these trails have vanished 
with the passage of time. taking the trails 
through gold gulch and Pepper grove 
entailed crossing the streetcar tracks leading 
along the rim of the canyon toward the Zoo 
and the Merry-go-round. this required 
riders and their horses to cross the tracks 
with caution and careful timing. a trail 
leading to the west took riders to Cabrillo 
Canyon, beneath the Cabrillo Bridge, for a 

The Balboa Mounted Troop with Bob Bradley at the left. Courtesy of Linda Dowdy.

Young horsewomen, from left to right, Linda Bradley on 
Chico Lee, Sharon Campbell, and Anne Stephens Vafis 
on Mananita. Courtesy of Linda Dowdy.

Linda Bradley at the Balboa Park Stables 
with a view of the El Cortez Hotel in the 
background. She rode Dancing Doll at the first 
Del Mar National Horse Show in 1945 at the 
age of six. Courtesy of Linda Dowdy.
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ride along a dirt road. another trail led northeast, toward Morley Field via Florida 
Canyon. the bridle paths meandered through rocky hillsides of sagebrush, cacti, 
and other flora and fauna. The nearby Balboa Golf Course was strictly prohibited 
to riders. Mischievous children got in big trouble if they ventured to take their 
horses on the beautiful greens.

Imagine playing a game in which hiding astride a horse is a requirement? Hide-
and-go-seek was played in the sage and chaparral, the sparsely treed areas of 

Sunday morning breakfast ride with the Silvergate Riding Club. The clubhouse at the back of the photo 
served pancakes, eggs, and punch. Courtesy of Linda Dowdy.

The Bridlewise Club, a youth group, performed at a horse show in the 1940s. Courtesy of Linda Dowdy.
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Cabrillo Canyon beneath the Cabrillo Bridge 
and in gold gulch. this was considered a 
special treat and offered as an alternative to 
regularly scheduled saturday morning classes 
of riding instruction. 

the authors recall that in the 1940s, one of 
our favorite rides took us through gold gulch 
and Pepper grove, entering the Park near the 
organ Pavilion. We headed for the carousel 
(located to the south of the present day 
location). Here we tied our horses to a nearby 
hitching post, bought a ticket, and ran! En 
masse, I am sure we were quite a sight as we 

traded our live horses for the menagerie 
the carousel had to offer. We climbed 
astride a favorite animal and positioned 
ourselves to grab the coveted brass ring, 
which meant a free ride. all this took 
place as our horses waited patiently on 
the sidelines while we chanced our luck.

a few teenage riders were known to 
have braved a ride over to the Ford Bowl 
to find a “ringside seat” (astride their 
horses) and a glimpse of a starlight opera 
performance. the Bowl was located to the 

north of the stables, only a short distance away.
Every year at Easter, the Balboa Mounted 

troop sponsored the “Bunny Hunt.” decorated 
Easter eggs were tied to trees and bushes in an 
area of the park designated for this activity. riders, 
astride their trusted mounts, set out to gather 
eggs, hoping to collect the most. the winner was 
awarded a prize and perhaps free riding lessons. 
Children and their families looked forward to 
this annual event. 

at Halloween, Balboa Park stables celebrated 
by putting on a Comedy Horse show. Children 
and adult equestrians dressed in their favorite 
costumes. some painted their horses, adding 

The Bridlewise Club in 1951 with Anne 
Stephens Vafis on the right. Courtesy of 
Linda Dowdy.

Sharon Campbell and Linda Bradley at the Balboa 
Park Stables. Courtesy of Linda Dowdy.

Bob Bradley with an adopted spider 
monkey named Josephine, or “Jo Jo.” 
Courtesy of Linda Dowdy.
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eyelashes! Feathers, plumes, and 
an assortment of paraphernalia 
were added to complete the 
look that gave each a chance 
to win a prize. once there was 
a Headless Horseman, an old 
friend from sleepy Hollow, 
slinking along the trails of 
Balboa Park to the show ring. 
He carried his head in his hand. 
the atmosphere was eerie in the 
dark of night. a good time was 
had by all!

a “Fox Hunt” (California 
style) was held annually in 
the vicinity of Morley Field. 
as many as 42 young riders 
participated in this event. the 
horses and their riders chased 

up and down a rocky path lined with torn paper leading to the “fox” (a fox tail 
or brush taken from a fur hunt cap substituted for the real thing). It was hung 
from a bush and on one occasion “run to the ground” by deedee o’toole scott 
(then 13-years old). to add realism to the hunt, Johnny guerin was appointed 
huntsman or keeper of the hounds (stable dogs that had been collected for the 
event and let loose on the trail at the appropriate time).

Black dan was the name given to a horse stabled at Balboa Park, and a gift 
from Mayor Percy J. Benbough and his wife in 1935. old dan traveled his Balboa 
Park beat with patrolman Frank Bonnet for eight years between 1935 and 1946.20 
the horse was the last of the city’s Mounted Police horses, with the exception 
of a temporary one-horse patrol that was assigned to Mission valley in 1948 to 
curb “wild riding.” dan spent his last years on the softer paths of Balboa Park 
trails, and eventually retired to a policeman’s Poway ranch. In 1952, at the age of 
28, the horse was put to rest. the horses ridden by the san diego Mounted Police, 
stabled in Balboa Park’s gold gulch, were sold in 2009.

grey Cloud was a very special horse who made her home in Balboa Park. a 
large, rather unattractive horse who stood 16 hands, 2 inches high, she had come 
from Lakeside as a filly. She was rented out 6 days a week as a school horse for 
beginners but, “on the seventh day, like an equine Cinderella, she jumps,” wrote 
Ilma Pourade in the San Diego Union. In 1943, grey Cloud, with Mr. Bradley riding, 

Bill Stephens, Linda Bradley, and Lenore Aufdenspring with 
her poodle at the Balboa Park Stables. Courtesy of Linda Dowdy.
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competed in a “jump-off” where she tied six times with a horse being shown by 
Ellen Crabtree. Each jump off required that the jumps be raised. Eventually, Grey 
Cloud won. This mare took more children over their first jumps than any other 
horse at the Balboa Park stables. she also won more ribbons for more children 
while shown as a child’s equitation horse than any other horse of her day.21

grey Cloud’s best friend was a wild goat. Following the horse shows, grey 
Cloud would receive her reward when she returned to her big comfortable box 
stall. There, she would find all she could eat and her companion, “Billy the Goat,” 
awaiting her return. grey Cloud and the goat were inseparable, according to 
observers. the latter “bleats at her departure and leaps excitedly on her return.” 
grey Cloud would settle into a deep satisfaction as she trotted into her roomy 
stall to find the goat there ready to nuzzle her.22

not all residents of the Balboa Park stables were horses. Josephine, or “Jo Jo,” 
was a spider monkey who had been obtained by a tuna boat fisherman on one 
of his cruises to the south american coast and given to ray Furuya, a Japanese 
resident of solana Beach.23 director of the san diego Zoo Belle J. Benchley asked 
her friend Mrs. C. Angus Smith for her advice about finding the monkey a home. 
smith suggested that Bob Bradley could care for the creature so the monkey 
became a permanent resident of the stables.

Jo Jo was inclined to wander away from the stable on occasion. one sunday, 
clad only in a pair of blue shorts, she started out on an adventure that took 
her through the treetops in the neighborhood of san diego High school. this 
escapade came to a halt as the rain began to fall. at this point, Jo Jo made her 
way to a nearby home. Mrs. Ella Mae Johnson was entertaining guests when Jo Jo 

appeared at the door at 1316 a street. 
after being summoned to the house, 
Officer Tom Calloway, from the San 
diego Humane society, returned Jo 
Jo to her owner, Bradley.

another resident of the Balboa 
Park stables was Joey, a black 
Himalayan bear, who had come 
home with Bob Bradley from a 
horse auction in los angeles late one 
night. Bradley’s nephew, don sloan, 
happened to be spending the night. 
the following morning he awakened 
exclaiming, “Hey, Uncle Bob, did 
you know there is a bear tied up to 

A variety of animals accompanied riders on the trails in 
Balboa Park. Photo courtesy of Linda Dowdy.
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the tree in the back yard?” In september 1949, as san diegans sweltered under 
a record heat wave, Joey was found in a haystack eating an ice-cream cone.24 He 
joined stable favorites Freddy the Fox, sammy the seal, and eventually numerous 
other monkeys. there were also rex the Boxer (who spoke only german), tommy 
the tomcat, rocky the raccoon, and Henrietta the goose. the children involved 
in the riding program at Balboa Park Stables acquired a deep affection for this 
menagerie.

other animals were boarded at the stables for short periods of time while 
performing in specially scheduled community events. they included camels, 
sheep, goats, donkeys, and ponies. In 1950, Francis “the talking Mule” arrived 
with movie star donald o’Connor to promote the movie, Francis. the mule received 
the key to the city, festooned with carrot tops, from Mayor Harley E. Knox before 
attending other promotional events.25  

among the personalities who frequented the Balboa Park stables were norman 
Brinker; Champ Hough; Belle Benchley; dr. and Mrs. Harry Wegeforth; general 
Walter greatsinger Farrell, his wife Mary and daughter Micki; published author 
and newspaper journalists richard and Ilma Pourade; san diego County livestock 
Inspector dr. Earl r. Quartrup with his daughter Brenda; noted polo player Willis 
M. “Bill” allen; san diego Major Percy J. Benbough; and rear admiral C.C. 
Hartman, Commandant of the Eleventh naval district. Mary Maddox grandell 

Marilyn McNeish in Western riding clothes and Mary Lynn Riehl in English apparel at the Silvergate 
Horse Show held at the Balboa Park Stables with Janes-Highland King, a saddle-bred, 3-gaited horse, May 
12, 1954. In the background is the El Cortez Hotel. ©SDHC #22123-1.
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and her father, residents of national City, were known to trailer their horses 
in Balboa Park to ride the trails. nackey Meanley, daughter of E.W. scripps of 
Miramar, also was associated with the silvergate riding Club. 

Men and women representing the U.S. military often spent off-duty time on 
horseback in the park. during World War II, the navy often paid for horseback 
riding for their men out of recreational funds. on weekends, following the navy’s 
twice-a-month paydays, the 17 miles of tree-lined trails were dotted with sailors 
on horseback. riders took their horses on a trail leading to a bridge especially 
built for horses only. the bridge crossed Cabrillo Canyon and the highway below, 
today’s state route 163. to the west of the highway a most inviting tree-lined trail 
existed. navy horsemen, although shifted from base to base, and ship to ship, 
would often go to great lengths to return to this scenic setting to ride.

Many of the nurses stationed at Balboa naval Hospital also became regular 
riders at the stables. several had 
membership in the silvergate 
riding Club. other organizations 
that frequented the Balboa Park 
stables included members of the 
army stationed at Camp Callan, 
girl scouts, Boy scouts, Children’s 
Home society, Jewish day Camp, 
and ZlaC rowing Club. there 
was a rental string of horses that 
was saddled up daily and reserved 
for these riders. Members of entire 
families showed up to ride through 
the peaceful trails of Balboa Park on 
a regular basis.

Balboa Park stables trained a 
wide variety of horses for show. 
there were american saddlebred 
three and five-gaited horses, 
hackney ponies, driving horses, 
tennessee walkers, western 
pleasure, hunters, and jumpers. 
the stables offered a variety of 

opportunities for its customers to enjoy horseback riding. among the most popular 
of all were the riding lessons taught. Classes filled quickly.

Bradley’s specialty was training young children for English equitation events. 

A program of August 4, 1946 announcing the Ninth 
Annual Charity Horse Show at Balboa Park. Author's 
collection.
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The children began at five years old with group lessons. Later, they matriculated to 
more advanced classes and private lessons. As proficient riders became experienced 
in the show ring, their parents would consider purchasing that special horse.

Lessons, training, and practice culminated in the National Horse Show, first 
presented in 1946 in conjunction with the del Mar Fair. Every adult and child 
who was elected to participate looked forward with great anticipation to this very 
special event. People came from all over the country to compete. In the 1950s and 
1960s, it was the largest children’s horse show in the world. san diego County 
proudly boasted of having more horses per capita than any other county in the 
United States—9,500 horses, or one horse for every 100 persons.26

a donkey was among the residents of the Balboa Park stables. From left to right: unknown boy, 
Jamie Clinton, Michael Jacques, and Brenda Quortrup. Courtesy of linda dowdy.
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Each show season, Bradley took approximately 125 horses to del Mar along 
with riders whom he had trained to participate in English, western, and jumping 
events. Championship trophies were offered for English horsemanship, western 
horsemanship, children’s stock horse; children’s jumper, parade horses, fine 
harness; tennessee walkers, novice jumpers, pintos under saddle, and palominos 
under saddle. In addition, eighteen riders and horses were “crowned” with 
championship titles at the close of the del Mar show as a result of winning 
exhibitions during the previous year.27

In addition to the show events, there were other perks for young participants. 
they were known to go en masse for those “wild, wild rides” and junk food. the 
children also looked forward to seeing the numerous movie stars who appeared 
each year at del Mar, particularly dan daily and tab Hunter. the duration of the 
show was two weeks, and included both day and evening events. 

An important member of the staff at the Balboa Park Stables was manager 
Christy anderson. He started riding as a student at san diego High school. He 
accompanied his classmates across Park Boulevard to ride at the Balboa Park stables 
after classes let out on school days. over the next several decades, he went on to 
teach generations of equestrians from south Bay to north County, in addition to 
training a variety of horses, though he specialized in the american saddlebred. He 
became a fixture at the stables, as well as Bob Bradley’s right hand man. Children 
as well as adults took to the ways of teaching of this soft-spoken man.28

among Christy’s protégés was Joan Embery, the long-time ambassador for the 
san diego Zoo. she was author of several books featuring animals, including On 
Horses (1984) in which she saluted anderson as her mentor. on his death in 2000, 
she said, “Christy was one of the more influential people in my life. He was so 
quiet, so encouraging. I idolized him.” she went on to say, “It was through the 
influence of Christy that I developed the confidence to work with big animals. All 
my work with horses allowed me to excel at the zoo. I took everything I learned 
from Christy into my Zoo work.”29 Christy also prepared many actors, including 
lloyd Bridges and george Peppard, for their riding roles in movies. People from 
all walks admired him because he was such a kind soul. He remained with the 
Bradley family for over 50 years.

there were many wonderful families who participated in the riding program 
in Balboa Park but the stephens family stood out. Mrs. William t. stephens (gwen) 
would load up her green woody with tack and other supplies; pack her children 
(anne, Bill, lyn, and Cathy) into the rear, and drive several times a week from 
the family home in Bonita to Balboa Park.30 they would spend the entire day 
taking lessons, trail riding, or just plain having a good time. gwen was always 
smartly dressed in her “frontier pants.” 
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Bill stephens was a winner of many san diego County Champion Jumper 
events. He exhibited his beautiful black mare, Mananita. In the course of his 
jumping career, Bill and Mananita won nearly every class in which they competed. 
once, Bill entered a three-in-one event that required riders to show in English 
Equitation, Western, and Jumper events consecutively. He was the only contestant 
to ride the same horse in all three events. Bill placed second, with Freddie lyman 
winning, and ted gildred placing third.

In 1960, squealing tires replaced pounding hooves when the proposed switzer 
Canyon freeway project and the widening of the Cabrillo freeway eliminated 
the Balboa Park stables and miles of scenic trails. derr recalled, “In spite of the 
persistent efforts of members and friends dedicated to the goal of keeping riding in 
Balboa Park—‘Progress’ won and the Cross Town Freeway obliterated the stables 
and the beautiful scenic trails.”31 a San Diego Union article noted that Balboa Park 

“was a haven in downtown for horseback riding—but freeway construction has 
doomed the stables and trails which once wound through the open land.”32 only 
4 or 5 miles of bridle trails remained. By 1970, the city of san diego had lost all 
of its public stables and the park’s bridle trails were in disuse. 

the Balboa Park stables moved to Bonita, becoming known as Bonita valley 
Farm. In 1969, Bradley stabled more than 200 horses in what horsemen referred to 
as “a horse-show supermarket.” the unique operation provided all three kinds of 
show horses—western, saddlebred, and hunters and jumpers—for large groups 

The Balboa Mounted Troop. Courtesy of Linda Dowdy.
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to show. Bradley continued to train riders, many of whom became national 
champions. It was estimated that every week two hundred children came to 
ride at Bonita valley Farm from as far as Phoenix and los angeles.33 

through the years of riding the trails of Balboa Park, showing horses, and 
experiencing extensive instruction, there was particular emphasis placed upon 
developing the qualities of leadership, good sportsmanship, and thoughtful 
citizenship. We like to think these disciplines have made a difference in the lives 
of many san diegans living today.
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A Pattern of Seismicity in Southern California: 
The Possibility of Earthquakes Triggered by 

Lunar and Solar Gravitational Tides
David Nabhan

Helen Keller wrote that the heresy of one age is the orthodoxy of the next, 
giving ample proof that although sightless, she possessed extraordinary vision. 
Moreover, it has been said that every new fact must pass through a crucible 
by which first it is ignored or ridiculed, then vigorously attacked, and finally 

accepted as though the truth had 
been apparent from the beginning. 
Earthquake prediction is no exception 
but for the anomaly that the first two 
stages have endured far longer than 
what the immense populations on the 
U.s. West Coast might hope to expect 
regarding a matter so important to 
their safety and welfare. residents 
of southern California have been left 
with a bewildering set of claims and 
counter-claims regarding this issue for 
many decades. While scientific data 
can be presented any number of ways 
to say any number of things, there is 

another arbiter that, weighed alongside the conflicting findings, may allow 
fair-minded observers to come to their own cogent conclusions: history. there 
exists a long and verifiable record of events on the Pacific Coast and elsewhere 

seismic gap Probabilities. author's collection.
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that at minimum implies that the tepid verdict rendered regarding seismic 
forecasting might not be the final and correct judgment at end.

Empirical historical evidence is a powerful tool in eliciting the closely 
guarded secrets of nature. Many assume that thoughts about earthquakes in 
the distant past have always resided in the realm of folklore and mythology. 
thousands of years ago, however, lucretius, seneca, aelian and others were 
positing theories about earth tremors that had nothing at all to do with Poseidon, 
some of it gleaned from events at Pompeii and Helike. When the horrific 1755 
lisbon earthquake struck, a seminal event in European history, it radiated shock 
waves from Portugal that caused the great thinkers of the age of reason such as 
rousseau and voltaire to exchange opinions as to the cause of this monumental 
calamity. Immanuel Kant offered his thoughts also, making what may be one 
of the first recorded seismic “predictions” in history. He noted that Lisbon and 
Iceland suffered an earthquake on the same day and hypothesized that those 
two locales must be connected by some “hollow” beneath the crust of the Earth. 
Two centuries later it was discovered while surveying the floor of the Atlantic 
ocean that such a nexus does indeed exist between lisbon and Iceland: the 
awesome Mid-atlantic rift. alfred Wegener, the discoverer of plate tectonics, 
seismology’s equivalent of biology’s Charles darwin, came to his discoveries 

New-Full Moon Positions at Dawn-Dusk. Author’s collection.
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from the most prosaic beginnings: staring at a map and realizing that south 
America and Africa fit together as if parts of a puzzle. 

In our own modern age and concerning the Pacific Rim, the International Date 
line has been put in place to separate Monday from tuesday. the laws of physics, 
nonetheless, operate with equal validity on either side of that imaginary limit. 
Many governmental authorities in asia have established bureaus dedicated to 
earthquake prediction that have been operating for many years. China’s state 
seismological Bureau’s (ssB) Center for Prediction and analysis is one example; 
Japan’s tokai Warning system is another. the record in asia contradicts the 
prevailing thought in California, since it confirms official government action—
evacuating thousands—before massive earthquakes striking, right where they 
were advanced to occur, exactly when they were expected to evidence themselves. 
one of the best documented examples involved Carnegie Institution seismologist 
Paul g. silver and tokyo University Professor Hiroshi Wakita who convinced the 
governments of Burma and China to evacuate a border district between those 
two countries scant hours before a magnitude 7.3 tremor struck on July 11, 1995, 
“averting substantial loss of life,” according to the Los Angeles Times. this event was 
witnessed and verified by news sources across the globe. Silver and Wakita used 
geohydrochemical precursors in issuing their advisory, just one of many fields of 
study currently underway in the attempt to identify seismic precursors. regarding 
southern California, however, there is another dynamic that should garner the 
attention of San Diegans: conjoined lunar and solar gravitational tidal effects.

as far back as 350 BCE, eclipses and earthquakes had come to be spoken 
in the same breath by classical scholars two millennia before Isaac newton 
gave an explanation of the tidal effects of Sun and Moon. The list includes 
aristotle, thucydides, Phlegon and a number of Babylonian astronomers. 
abbasid intellectuals of the Islamic golden age such as Ibn al-Batriq and 
Hunayn ibn Ishaq were repeating the same speculation a thousand years later. 
Excluding unsupported rumination from an era in history which is replete 
with errors of every sort, from the dawn of our own rigorously scientific epoch 
until the present, there exist literally hundreds of peer-reviewed abstracts 
lending plausible credence to the idea that tidal forces may indeed have a hand 
in pushing forward seismic events on a time-table in concert with celestial 
mechanical influences. The studies below are but some examples published 
in the most prestigious scientific journals in existence between 1845 and 2010. 
Indeed, typing “tidal triggering of earthquakes” into the search field at the 
nasa/Harvard astrophysics data system will elicit hundreds of others that 
should capture the attention of any interested investigator. (http://adswww.
harvard.edu/).
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Table 1: Peer-Reviewed Gravitational Tidal Studies (1845-2010)

Scientist Title of Study Journal Date

richard Edmonds
on the remarkable lunar 
Periodicities in Earth-
quakes

Edinburg new Philo-
sophical Journal

1845

alexis Perrey
Frequency of Earthquakes 
relative to the Phase of 
the Moon

american Journal of 
science 

1876

arthur schuster on lunar and solar Peri-
odicities of Earthquakes

Proceedings of the royal 
society-london

1897

r.d. oldham Periodicities of the tidal 
Forces and Earthquakes

Journal of the asiatic 
society of Bengal

1903

H.v. gill some recent Earthquake 
theories

nineteenth Century 1908

Myron Fuller the new Madrid Earth-
quake

Usgs Bulletin #494 1912

Charles davison diurnal Periodicities of 
Earthquakes

Journal of geology 1934

H.t. stetson
Correlation of deep-
Focus Earthquakes with 
lunar Hour angle 

science 1935

Maxwell allen
Lunar Triggering Effect 
on Earthquakes in south-
ern California

seismological society of 
america

1936

Michael shimshoni

Evidence for Higher seis-
mic activity

geophysical Journal 1971

dror sadeh
Periodic Earthquakes 
in alaska and Central 
america

Journal of geophysical 
research

1978

Leon Knopoff
lunar-solar Periodicities 
of large Earthquakes in 
southern California

nature 1983

Elizabeth Cochran
Earth tides Can trigger 
shallow thrust Fault 
Earthquakes

science 2002

laurent Metivier
Evidence for Earthquake 
triggering by solid Earth 
tides

Earth and Planetary sci-
ence letters

2009

v.I. Kolvankar lunar Periodicities and 
Earthquakes

new Concepts in global 
tectonics newsletter

2010
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In very recent years some plain-spoken statements have been issued by 
impeccably credentialed seismologists regarding the tremendous effects the 
tides can exert on the surface of the Earth. In 2006 a team of Italian and american 
seismologists, led by Carlo doglioni at rome’s la sapienza University, declared in 
the January/February 2006 issue of the Geological Society of America Bulletin that the 
tidal force of the Moon was literally pulling the Earth’s lithosphere westward. If 
the entire north american continent itself can be “dragged west,” as the National 
Geographic News paraphrased in the title of their article referencing the study, it 
should be seen as no great leap of imagination to conceive that these very same 
powers might be considered as at least ancillary factors in triggering seismic 
events. the truth is that gravitational tides are primal and ubiquitous forces 
that are responsible for some of the most iconic and awe-inspiring features of 
the solar system.

the geysers of Enceladus are powered by the saturnian tides and make 
anything on Earth seem quite mundane. steamboat geyser in yellowstone has 
set the record for the highest ejection ever recorded: 300 feet. nasa’s Cassini 
spacecraft took photos in July 2005 of explosions on Enceladus that blasted liquids 
and ices over eight kilometers high. there are no terrestrial examples, however, 
to stand next to the moon’s volcanoes. Suffice it to say that Jupiter’s inner-most 
moon, having to contend with the titanic forces brought to bear by the Jovian 
tides, is bursting with the tallest, most ferocious volcanoes imaginable. these 
raging goliaths send furious jets of ejecta as high as 500 kilometers above the 

Southern California. Author's collectiion.
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hadean surface. Earth, too, is the stage for daily demonstrations of a colossal 
example of gravitational tides at work, with countless trillions of tons of water 
in her oceans being sloshed around the planet as if it were nothing more than 
bathwater in a baby’s bassinette. 

the thesis that conjoined lunar and solar gravitational tidal forces have played a 
part in triggering large seismic events in Southern California (specifically at dawn 
and/or dusk, on new and/or full moon phase dates) would have at least a modicum 
of plausibility if the facts and studies above are considered. If so, there should 
be then documentation of the same—and there is. It is a record that suggests no 
matter the world-wide average science has compiled that deems tidal triggering 
as a real but fairly insignificant factor in seismicity, this may have nothing at all 
to do with what is transpiring on the U.s. West Coast. the historical facts might 
be sufficient to cause any open-minded observer to entertain the idea that the 
extremely anomalous data listed below can hardly be dismissed as coincidence 
or happenstance.

 n Between 1933 (the year of the long Beach disaster) and 1994 (northridge), 
six temblors large enough to have caused fatalities have struck in greater 
los angeles (within a 70-mile radius of downtown los angeles). Each 
of those earthquakes (between magnitude 5.8 and 7.3) occurred either at 

Long Beach, 1933, United States Geologic Survey, Long Beach, 1933. USGS Photo Library.
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dawn or at dusk. that is to say that every individual who perished in an 
earthquake during those 61 years in greater los angeles died between the 
hours of 4:00-7:45 a.m. or p.m., or more accurately correcting for daylight 
savings time, within symmetrical three hour dawn/dusk windows that 
correspond to 11:45-14:45 UT (dawn, Pacific Time) or 23:45-2:45 UT (dusk, 
Pacific Time). The probabilities of this happening randomly are in the 
realm of 1 in 5,000.

 n regarding those same earthquakes, not only did they all strike either at 
dawn or dusk insofar as the hours of the day are concerned (indicating 
solar influence), but two-thirds of them also evidenced themselves within 
36 hours of the new or full moon phase (pointing to the lunar tides). such 
a remarkable occurrence due to simple chance is highly unlikely: 1 out of 
10,000 ‡. (see table below.)

Table 2: History of Earthquakes in Greater Los Angeles (1933-1994) 
Earthquake Mag. solar tides

time of day
lunar tides

time of Month**
death 
toll †

long Beach 3-10-33 6.4 dusk-5:54 PM/1:54 Ut Full-24.88 hours 115

gorman 7-21-52 7.3 dawn-4:51 aM*/11:51 Ut new-11.65 hours 12

sylmar 2-9-71 6.6 dawn-6:00 aM/14:00 Ut Full-17.35 hours 65

Whittier 10-1-87 5.9 dawn-7:42 aM*/14:42 Ut 8

sierra Madre 6-28-91 5.8 dawn-7:43 aM*/14:43 Ut Full-35.73 hours 2

northridge 1-17-94 6.7 dawn-4:30 aM/12:30 Ut 60

*daylight savings time **duration between new/full moon phase and 
corresponding earthquake.

† 3 additional fatalities were suffered in two aftershocks of two of the quakes 
listed in this table: two after gorman and one subsequent to Whittier.

‡ n=total earthquakes (6) r=dawn/dusk/near-syzygy quakes (4) P=probability 
(.0513) Q= 1-P (1-.0513= .9487).

nCr= Combination of n things taken r at a time.

 n Casting a wider net north of los angeles similar earmarks are to be noted. 
the two greatest seismic disasters in the history of san Francisco took 
place 83 years apart as we reckon the years between 1906 and 1989, and 
yet almost exactly twelve hours apart as we count the hours: 5:18 a.m. and 
5:04 p.m. (Pdt) respectively.
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 n In the Pacific Northwest, Seattle’s second greatest earthquake since 1965 
(May 2, 1996, magnitude 5.4) shook the Puget sound just 7 hours 46 minutes 
away from the full moon and only 79 minutes outside the solar parameters 
above. vancouver experienced only very recently an explosive indication 
that lunar and solar tides in concert may indeed be a force with which 
to reckon on the U.s./Canadian littoral. on october 27, 2012, the greatest 
seismic occurrence in Canada in six decades took place north of vancouver 
Island, 123 miles south-southwest of Prince rupert. this magnitude 7.7 
eruption took place 19 minutes outside the solar window and 4 hours 47 
minutes before the full moon dusk parameter. and, although aftershocks 
are not being considered in this article since their production after large 
quakes is to be expected, it is worth noting that the Canadian rupture 
was followed by a 6.1 telluric outburst that fell exactly within the same 
bounds—if 4 minutes can be forgiven—as those listed in the table above.

 n the greatest earthquake in the recorded history of north america 
(magnitude 9.2) devastated anchorage, alaska, at dusk, 5:36 p.m., exactly 47 
minutes from the precise instant that the Moon entered the exact moment 
of its fullest extent, on March 27, 1964.

San Francisco Earthquake-USGS12. San Francisco, 1906. USGS Photo Library.
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Considering what could account for such a series of occurrences on the north 
american western coast from southern California to British Columbia requires 
vision that takes the focus far afield. An anomaly of geography places the San 
Andreas and Cascadia fault lines (the boundary between the Pacific and North 
american plates) almost equidistant from the far edges of those same plate 
boundaries on the other side of the Earth. the author has posited that at dawn 
and/or dusk West Coast time during new and/or full moon phases, while tidal 
forces would be at their maximum at those distant locales, the effect could be 
translated to produce small changes in the frictional equilibrium under southern 
California. not just earth tides themselves, but the resultant shifting of trillions of 
tons of ocean water could be a real leveraging device to provoke seismic results in 
fault lines that might be under stress and about to fail in any event. Even minute 
adjustments on the san andreas and Cascadia could have repercussions on a 
fault zone that runs north and south for the most part and would receive those 
forces laterally.

California’s large population centers range along the san andreas Fault Zone, 
with a varied calculus of seismic risks posed to each by their respective locations. 
san diego, by virtue either of fortuitous happenstance or perhaps due to some as 
yet undiscovered dynamics, has a relatively quiescent seismic record in contrast 
to other California cities such as los 
angeles and san Francisco. this 
long history of comparative calm 
has engendered an understandable 
attitude among that city’s residents 
that puts earthquake worries a bit 
further down the list on the catalog 
of concerns. there are, however, 
certain segments of the san andreas 
that should nonetheless garner the 
attention of the citizens of san diego, 
los angeles, and indeed, all residents 
of southern California.  

In the late 1970s, dr. Kerry sieh and 
his colleagues dug trenches across 
Pallet Creek in California and took 
samples from ruptures in the layers 
of peat. the seismologists were able 
to prove that the disturbances in 
the peat were the vestiges of ancient San Andreas Fault. Author's collection.
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earthquakes transpiring on the san andreas Fault. that the deeper breaks 
corresponded to the older earthquakes was apparent. thanks to radio carbon-14 
dating, however, a much better appreciation of the age of each offset in the peat 
layers (and hence the date of the earthquake that caused it) was established.

geologists tom Fumal, silvio Pezzopane, ray Weldon, and david schwartz 
dug similar trenches across a creek near Wrightwood, California, more recently. 
they were able to determine, using the same methods as dr. sieh that twelve “Big 
ones” occurred on the southern sections of the san andreas Fault in the last 1,300 
years. the results were published in science (1993), with the authors concluding 
in the final paragraph that “the data shows that for the last five earthquakes on 
the southern san andreas Fault northeast of los angeles the recurrence interval 
has averaged around 100 years, significantly shorter than the 132 years reported 
by sieh, et al., and the elapsed time of 135 years since 1857.”

Proximate estimates of periodicities on the san andreas Fault have at least then 
been sketched and published in peer-reviewed scientific journals, giving an inexact 
answer as to when great ruptures might take place. determining the locations more 
prone for such occurrences might also be regarded as a task not that far removed 
from the realm of plausibility, as seismologists have been pointing for a long time 
at the exact stretches of the fault line where a great quake might more likely be 
seen to occur. Unfortunately for the population of southern California, the most 
worrisome lengths of the san andreas are the very segments closest to one of the 
most densely populated areas in the United states.

seismic gap theory is the idea that if a certain segment of a known fault is 
observed to have remained quiescent over a long period of time, it is reasonable to 
assume that portion of the fault line to be locked tight. as time goes on the tension 
only increases in these locked segments, as do the probabilities for an eventual 
seismic explosion. data regarding the normal rate of movement between the plates 
in question, the size of the earthquakes usually produced, and the history of seismic 
activity all along the length of the entire fault line give seismologists a way to 
roughly forecast where the next temblor might occur. a group of scientists did 
just that with regard to the san andreas Fault in the 1980s. the Working group on 
California Earthquake Probabilities studied the lengths of the fault and published 
probability estimates connected with the likelihood of a large earthquake being 
produced in each segment. the map that follows shows where the Working group 
established the highest hazard warnings: the Mojave and Coachella valley segments. 

The figures speak as starkly as the map: a 33 percent chance for seismicity on 
the Mojave segment between 1988 and 2018, and an almost 50 percent chance for 
the same on the Coachella Valley Segment. (Only the very short Parkfield Segment 
had a higher hazard rating). 
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In recent years a more transparent tenor has been adopted by civil and scientific 
authorities regarding this matter. the Los Angeles Times reported on april 13, 
2008, in an article entitled “likelier Here: the next Big one” that the United 
states geological survey (Usgs) was predicting that southern California “stood 
a much greater chance of a huge temblor than northern California,” and quite 
outside the bounds of this agency’s usually reserved statements, declared that 
the temblor would be “virtually certain” to strike before 2028. 

If such an earthquake is virtually certain to strike, and within the next 
few years, what might reasonably be expected to happen when it does? the 
conservative scenarios are enough to cause anyone living in southern California 
to re-read their earthquake preparedness pamphlets. According to USGS’s figures, 
a 7.8 earthquake on the san andreas near greater los angeles should shake the 
entire region for a mind-numbing duration of three full minutes. some freeways 
will come down; some high-rise buildings will collapse. Injuries could be in 
the range of 50,000 casualties, absolutely swamping hospitals throughout the 
southland, and deaths might be in the range of 1,800 fatalities. about a thousand 
of those deaths should result not from the earthquake itself, but from the 1,600 
fires that will rage out of control, immediately stretching Southern California’s 
firefighting apparatus to the breaking point and far beyond. 

this, however, is not the “worst case scenario” Usgs geophysicist Kenneth 
Hudnut cautioned, but only one with a “plausible narrative that would have 
major consequences.” the san andreas Fault is capable of producing earthquakes 
bigger than 7.8. the sections of the san andreas in question, abutting greater los 
angeles, have been loading more and more seismic energy, century after century, 
and yet still have not ruptured. Usgs says it is “primed to break.” Indeed, that is 
an apt description. It is estimated that the last seismic relief along some stretches 
of the fault line was around 1690, which is some duration of time. Insofar as 
san diegans are concerned, and especially those residents in the northern and 
eastern sections of the county nearest to the Coachella valley segment, it might 
be well to put into historical perspective how long it has been since that section 
has sundered. some estimates actually date the last event on the sector of the san 
andreas nearest san diego at a time just before Columbus landed.

no power on Earth or elsewhere is going to impede the unstoppable progress 
of two incomprehensibly massive plates. that, however, is no reason for West 
Coast residents to wait passively for the inevitable. the human race has faced 
down far greater foes than the san andreas, and been bested by none of them. 
the bubonic plague depopulated whole continents in its time, yet is to be found 
now on the verge of extinction, hiding from our antibiotics, infecting the odd 
rodent here and there on the Eurasian steppes. It is much the same for a long 
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list of former terrors that used to hold us in thrall but have since been forced 
to surrender to the implacable courage and intelligence of our forebearers. It is 
hoped that Californians will make their opinions known in sacramento insofar as 
convening the appropriate body of experts to pass judgment on the data published 
in this paper. The first tentative steps toward a rudimentary seismic advisory 
may be the result if, after formal investigation, a verdict of viability is returned. 
the greatest weapon any enemy possesses is that of surprise. such an advisory 
would at least give a modicum of defense, so that when the san andreas or some 
ancillary fault radiates its next burst of city-shattering power into some sleeping 
community on the West Coast in the quiet hours around dawn, it may be that 
some of the citizenry will be found awake, prepared—alert. 

REFERENCES

Allen, Maxwell, “Lunar Triggering Effect on Earthquakes in Southern 
California.” Bulletin of the Seismological Society of America 26 (april 1936): 
147-157.

aristotle, 350 BC, Meteorology, Book two, Part Eight.

anonymous, “scientists detail Impact of Big one.” associated Press, May 
21, 2008.

Cochran, Elizabeth, et al, “Earth tides Can trigger shallow thrust Fault 
Earthquakes.” Science, 306, no. 5699 (2002): 1164-1166.

davison, Charles, “diurnal Periodicities of Earthquakes.” Journal of 
Geology, 42, no. 5 (1934): 449-468; Philosophical Magazine 42 (1896): 463-
476, and 43 (1922): 878-885. 

doglioni, Carlo, “the Westward drift of the lithosphere: a rotational 
drag?” GSA Bulletin 118 (January/February 2006): 199–209.

Edmonds, richard, “on the remarkable lunar Periodicities in 
Earthquakes.” Edinburgh New Philosophical Journal 37 (april 1845): 271, 
and vol. 39 (october 1845): 386-389.



169

The Pattern of Seismicity in Southern California

Ellsworth, William l., “Earthquake History, 1769-1989.” In Usgs 
Professional Paper 1515, ed. robert E. Wallace (1990); revised as 
“California Earthquake History, 1769-Present.”

Fuller, Myron, “the new Madrid Earthquake,” Bulletin #494, United 
States Geological Survey, United States Government Printing Office 
(1912): 35-39.

Fumal, t., Pezzopane, s., Weldon, r., schwartz, d., “a Hundred year 
average recurrence Interval for the san andreas Fault at Wrightwood, 
California.” Science 259, no. 5092 (January 8, 1993), 199-203.

gidwitz, tom, “City of Poseidon.” Archaeology, 57, no. 1 (January/February 
2004).

gill, H.v., “some recent Earthquake theories.” Nineteenth Century 63 
(January-June 1908): 145.

Kilston, S. and Knopoff, Leon, “Lunar-Solar Periodicities of Large 
Earthquakes in southern California,” Nature 304 (July 7, 1983): 21-25.

Kolvankar, v. I., “lunar Periodicities in Earthquakes.” New Concepts in 
Global Tectonics Newsletter 56 (september 2010): 32-49.

leigh, J.a., Correspondence complète de Jean Jacques Rousseau. tran. r. spang. 
vol. 4 (geneva 1967): 37-50.

lucretius, De Rerum Natura, circa 50 BC, Book vI.

Mason, Hadyn, “[voltaire’s] Poem on the disaster of lisbon (Poème sur le 
désastre de lisbonne).” In Reference Guide to World Literature edited by sara 
Pendergast and tom Pendergast. vol. 2. detroit: st. James Press, 2003. 

Metivier, laurent, “Evidence for Earthquake triggering by solid Earth 
tides.” Earth and Planetary Science Letters, 278 (2009): 370-375.

“nocturnal Earthquakes.” Nature 239, no. 5368 (september 1972): 131.



170

The Journal of San Diego History

oldham, r.d., “Periodicities of the tidal Forces and Earthquakes.” Journal 
of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 71, no. 3, part ii (1903).

Pereira, a.s., “the opportunity of a disaster: the Economic Impact of the 
1755 lisbon Earthquake.” discussion Paper 06/03, Centre for Historical 
Economics and related research at york, york University, 2006.

reclus, Elisée, New Physical Geography, vol. 1. J.s. virtue & Co., london, 
1888. 

reich, Kenneth, “U.s. skepticism of Predicting Quakes assailed,” Los 
Angeles Times. July 5, 1996.

sadeh, dror, “Periodic Earthquakes in alaska and Central america.” 
Journal of Geophysical Research 83, no. B3 (1978): 1251-1252.

 schuster, arthur, “on lunar and solar Periodicities of Earthquakes.” 
Proceedings of the Royal Society of London 61, no. 369 (1897): 455-465.

seneca, Questiones Naturales, liber vI, De Terrae Motu, circa 65 ad.

shimshoni, Michael, “Evidence for Higher seismic activity during the 
night.” Geophysical Journal International 24, no. 1 (october 1971): 97-99.

Silveira, Luís (translation), Ensaios de Kant a propósito do terremoto de 1755. 
Câmara Municipal de lisboa: lisboa, 1955.

stetson, H.t., “Correlation of deep-Focus Earthquakes with lunar Hour 
angle and declination.” Science, 82, no. 2135 (1935): 523-524.

Stover, Carl and Coffman, Jerry, “Seismicity of the United States, 1568-
1989.” revised and abridged as “deaths From Us Earthquakes.” U.s. 
geological survey Professional Paper 1527, United states government 
Printing Office, Washington, 1993.

Working group on California Earthquake Probabilities, “seismic Hazards 
in southern California: Probable Earthquakes, 1994-2024.” Bulletin of the 
Seismological Society of America, (1995): 286-291.



171

BOOK REVIEWS

Women Trailblazers of California: Pioneers to the Present. By gloria g. Harris and 
Hannah s. Cohen. Charleston, sC: the History Press, 2012. Illustrations, notes, 
bibliography, and index. 192 pp. $19.99 paper.

reviewed by Kristi rutz-robbins, adjunct lecturer, History department, 
University of san diego.

Women Trailblazers of California provides short and effective biographies of 
the lives of forty California women with a focus on how they influenced social, 
economic, and political change. dr. gloria Harris and Hannah s. Cohen are 
currently board members of the Women’s Museum of California. Harris was a 
faculty member in the department of Women’s studies at san diego state. Cohen 
currently is chairperson of the museum’s fund development committee. together 
they have written a highly accessible multicultural collection of life stories that 
should be included in every college’s California history class and by every teacher 
teaching fourth grade California history and social studies.

the book opens with a discussion of pioneer women in early California and 
includes the life of Mary Ellen Pleasant, a black civil rights crusader, who moved 
to California with the gold rush in 1852 and amassed a fortune. She financially 
supported significant legal challenges to California’s versions of Jim Crow laws 
and she herself sued the north Beach and Mission railroad Company in 1868 after 
she was ejected from a city street car. Her case set a precedent in the California 
supreme Court for banning segregation in city public transportation systems in 
the state (pp. 22-23). Every other woman’s vignette in this collection is as riveting 
and provides inspiring role models for women’s advocacy.

the women’s biographies included in the middle part of the book focus on 
how women fought for social causes from the middle of the nineteenth century 
to the present. For example, Ellen Clark Sargent advocated for women’s suffrage 
and served as treasurer of the National American Woman Suffrage Association, 
and it was sargent’s senator husband who introduced the susan B. anthony 
amendment to Congress in 1878. Sargent filed a case in court to reclaim her 
property taxes in 1900 on the premise that “taxation Without representation 
is Tyranny” which then became the theme of the 1901 suffrage convention (p. 
51). another of the activists included is dolores Huerta who co-founded the 
United Farm Workers of america and directed the delano grape strike. she 
led a consumer boycott in California that culminated in the passage of the 
California Agricultural Labor Relations Act of 1975, the first law of its kind in 
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the county that allowed farm workers to form unions and bargain for wages 
and working conditions (p. 73).  

The remainder of the book centers on women who were first in their field in 
key professions such as medicine, law, education, architecture, and entertainment. 
For instance, Lucy Maria Feld Wanzer was the first woman to graduate from 
medical school in California. this section includes colorful anecdotes such 
as lucy’s retort to a male professor who told her that a woman who works in 
medicine “ought to have her ovaries removed.” lucy responded, “if that is true, 
the men students ought also to have their testicles removed.” such additions add 
humor and a down-to-earth sensibility that prevent the vignettes from sliding 
into encyclopedic entries and give insight into the prejudice and sexism women 
faced as they entered male-dominated professions.  a number of other “women’s 
firsts” highlight how working women changed California society and paved the 
way for women entering the professions behind them. Rose Bird, the first woman 
Chief Justice of the California Supreme Court, got her first break volunteering as 
the driver for gubernatorial candidate Jerry Brown. after winning the election 
Brown appointed her as secretary of agriculture and services and thus she became 
the first woman cabinet member in California. In her new position she helped 
get the agricultural labor relations act passed. Marilyn Boxer is a welcome 
inclusion  in this collection. she founded the women’s studies program at san 
Diego State University in the 1970s, the first of its kind in the nation. For Boxer, 
women’s history was “political history and fundamental to the major issues with 
which historians traditionally have been concerned” (p. 133).

this is a collection of biographies with purpose. Each vignette reads like a short 
and rich museum exhibit highlighting the outlines of each woman’s life, including 
charming anecdotes that contextualize the society in which each woman lived 
and worked, and most importantly, each discusses key advocacy these women 
engaged in and the impact that advocacy had on our society. the women Harris 
and Cohen have selected played a key role in forming our society and culture and 
overcame obstacles of sexism, racism, and prejudice to open new opportunities 
for younger generations. role models are powerful and these forty women will 
be inspirational for younger generations of men and women. 
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Divinely Guided: The California Work of the Women’s National Indian Association. 
By valerie sherer Mathes. lubbock, tX: texas tech University Press, 2012. 
Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, and index. xv + 392 pp. $39.95 cloth.

reviewed by Kyle E. Ciani, associate Professor, department of History, Illinois 
state University.

By 1890 members of California’s chapter of the Woman’s Christian temperance 
Union (WCtU) had embraced a full agenda of social purity reforms, including 
the regulation of vice, raising the age of consent, and abstinence from alcohol 
use. the corresponding secretary of the WCtU, Mrs. dorcas J. spencer, brought 
up an additional reform agendum when she learned of desperate circumstances 
on the remote Hoopa reservation in Humboldt County. Most troubling were the 
sexual and physical assaults endured by Hupa women from white men connected 
with nearby Fort gaston. Invited to the reservation by William E. Beckwith, a 
Christian Hupa, spencer’s visit to the isolated locale changed the direction of 
her activism from temperance to Indian reform. like many women involved in 
the Women’s national Indian association (WnIa), spencer’s interactions with 
poverty-stricken Hupa women led her to feel “the force of all [she] saw so deeply, 
that [she] gladly promised to do the only thing a woman can, to talk for them 
and not to stop until a hearing shall be had” (p. 81). the connection between the 
WCtU and Indian reform is not unique to spencer, and is a key element assessed 
by valerie sherer Mathes in her excellent study of the WnIa.

Mathes’s research is an important addition to our understanding of the female 
reform network.  the book provides a thoughtful overview of how middle-class 
white women of Protestant faiths moved into the public sphere of political 
advocacy through their connections with the WnIa. Mathes introduces us to 
little known women like the young, single missionaries Claudia J. White and 
anna l. Boorman, whom the WnIa sponsored in 1884 to leave their East Coast 
lives and set up a mission for some of the region’s poorest Indians in California’s 
round valley. Mathes relates the story of Maggie sowilleno lafonso (Machoopda), 
who in 1907 was one of fifteen Indian delegates and the only woman to sign a 
petition penned for the president, Congress, and California state officials. We 
also learn of dr. anna Hayward Johnson who graduated from vassar College 
and the Women’s Medical College of Pennsylvania and became a government 
field matron for Cahuilla on the recommendation of the WNIA. Additionally, 
Mathes gives us the first comprehensive study of better-known WNIA leaders 
like amelia stone Quinton, annie Bidwell, and Cornelia taber.

scholars of female reform in the american West will be familiar with Peggy 
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Pascoe’s chapter on the WnIa in her Relations of Rescue: The Search for Female 
Moral Authority in the American West 1874-1939, and with Mathes’s earlier work on 
author Helen Hunt Jackson, who took on the federal government’s cruelty toward 
Indians by penning the research-based Century of Dishonor and a fictional account 
of Indian/white relations, Ramona. Pascoe revealed the ways the WnIa supported 
the formal education of susan laFlesche Picotte (omaha), including her medical 
degree, and how they generated national support for their association. In Divinely 
Guided Mathes refines that analysis by showing how the association-sponsored 
missionaries performed the primary advocacy within reservation communities 
by establishing schools and churches on reservations. Readers will benefit from 
the book’s index, which signals the many involvements of members with public 
officials in California and across the nation. WNIA missionaries and secular 
advocates were not afraid to challenge male authorities at the national, state, 
and local levels by reporting on abuses they either witnessed or learned from 
Indian councils. not without fault, WnIa members advocated change from a 
middle-class, white cultural perspective; nevertheless, Mathes also finds women 
willing to alter their cultural view and accept the benefits of Indian traditions.

The title indicates the book is specific to California; the first two chapters, 
however, provide a detailed account of the association’s national formation and 
its connection to the critical women’s organizations in the gilded age such as 
the WCtU. Established in 1879, the WnIa operated like other female-directed 
reforms of the era by advocating for change at the state and local level, as well as 
emphasizing their maternal expertise because of their class and race privilege. 
these middle-class white women also embraced their Protestant faiths as 
directives for improving Indian lives across the country. their reforms focused 
on bringing education, medical care, and Protestantism to the reservations by 
funding missionary ventures, and their communication strategies embraced the 
intellectual talents of their storied members. Chapters 3 through 6 outline these 
efforts in northern California by focusing on Round Valley, the Hoopa Reservation, 
and the greenville Indian Industrial school in Plumas County. Chapters 7 through 
10 focus on the advocacy of individual leaders and the strategies each employed 
to implement specialized projects, such as attempts by the medical missionary 
dr. rebecca C. Hallowell to establish a hospital on the Warner ranch property 
in san diego County.

WnIa members’ letters and diary entries bring to life their ideas about Indian 
peoples and the new western landscapes that became their homes; appeals and 
petitions to public officials reveal the intensity of their beliefs; and the many 
publications from WnIa authors and their contemporaries show how they hoped 
to persuade the larger middle-class white audience to support their reforms. 
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Mathes’s primary source research is a model for historians and shows the wealth 
that can be found in little known manuscript collections and limited-run pamphlet 
and magazine editions. any scholar of women’s history, reform movements in the 
american West, California in the gilded age, and Indian reform in general needs 
to read Divinely Guided. It is well written, well researched, and well connected 
with the critical themes regarding class identity, gendered politics, the power of 
maternalist arguments, and the entrenchment of racial stereotypes.

Alone With the Past: The Life and Photographic Art of Roland W. Reed. By Ernest r. 
lawrence. afton, Mn: afton Press, 2012. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, and 
index. 244 pp. $45.00  cloth.

reviewed by Paul v. Kroskrity, Professor of anthropology and Chair of the 
american Indian studies Program, University of California, los angeles.

Prior to this volume, roland reed (1864-1934) was a comparatively little known 
photographer in the “pictorialist” tradition. this school of photography, like the 
impressionist painters from whom they drew important influences, emphasized 
attributes of light, tint, focus, and perspective. one of the most famous practitioners 
of this school was Edward s. Curtis (1868-1952) whose portraits of native american 
subjects are well known to a larger american public. like Curtis, reed grew 
up in Wisconsin in areas adjacent to native american populations, and like his 
famous and prolific counterpart, Reed also treated images of the “vanishing 
Indian” as his main photographic subjects.  this volume compiles hundreds of 
photos representing Reed’s life’s work. Many readers will find his photographs 
to be at least equal to those of the more acclaimed Curtis. a case can even be 
made for their superiority. Unlike Curtis’s preference for comparatively inert 
portraits, reed’s photographs, though also staged and contrived, tended to give 
the appearance of an action shot within the context of a natural environment. the 
typical result is a well-composed action scene set against a natural backdrop of 
lakes, trees, mountains, and rock formations. Readers will find this a stunning 
collection of images taken by a photographer whose work deserves considerably 
more attention than it has received.

the author, Ernest lawrence, is a former businessman and amateur historian 
who is currently an adjunct professor at the University of Wisconsin’s lubar school 
of Business. He has managed the task of compiling in one work the full range of 
reed’s career, including reed’s correspondence, text from photo exhibitions, and 
handwritten notes. these documents represent the photographer’s perspective 
including his commentary on many of the individual photographs. this commentary 
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is valuable for at least two reasons. one, it allows the reader to understand reed’s 
romantic impulse to shun the reality of imposed Indian assimilation of the early 
twentieth century for the imagined  “noble savage” of a pre-contact period. reed 
delighted in capturing images of Indians in birch-bark canoes attempting to hunt 
game with bow and arrow or to catch fish with a traditional fishing spear. Like 
the salvage anthropology of the same era, reed and other pictorialists elected to 
represent native americans as locked in a pre-contact past, as exotic others who 
could only authentically inhabit a pre-modern time. though lawrence does indeed 
provide us with a sense of the photographer’s perspective by including so many 
of his own words, the author seems to lack an understanding of the larger context 
of reed’s work. More concerned with representing the photographer’s perspective 
than those of his native american subjects, lawrence seems more capable of 
recognizing reed’s contribution to history by capturing images of vanishing 
lifeways and material culture than recognizing the problematic qualities of the 
photos. Images of Indians as culturally “other,” as tethered to a traditional past, and 
as untouched by cultural and political contact with the dominant society and its 
institutions are precisely the kind of marginalizing and self-absolving images that 
members of a settler-colonial society could be expected to produce to naturalize 
their dominance. that such stereotypes of Indians have been damaging and 
continue to do harm have been amply demonstrated by many works in american 
Indian studies including, for example, vine deloria’s Custer Died for Your Sins or 
Philip deloria’s Indians in Unexpected Places. lawrence thus seems more suited to 
lionizing reed than to decolonizing his work.

But even the most critical reader will find the volume clearly organized and 
richly illustrated. The book consists of five chapters and an introduction that 
explains the history of the book project. Lawrence devotes his first chapter to the 
biographical details of reed’s early life. Chapter 2, “the People of the Woodlands,” 
contains photos of ojibwa and other Indians of the great lakes area. Chapters 3 
and 4 treat “the People of the Plains” (e.g. Blackfeet, Cheyenne) and “the People 
of the Southwest” (e.g. Hopi, Navajo). The fifth and final chapter covers “Reed’s 
later life and Work,” including exhibitions of his work in san Francisco and 
san diego. this is a book that is ultimately much stronger on compiling images 
and the photographer’s commentary than in offering a deeper social or historical 
analysis. But while this volume lacks the sophistication that characterizes Picturing 
Indians: Photographic Encounters and Tourist Fantasies in H. H. Bennett’s Wisconsin Dells 
by stephen d. Hoelscher wherein the author relates both the goal of producing 
romantic images and the attempt to engage an emerging tourist economy, it 
nevertheless provides the reader with a valuable introduction to a remarkable 
yet rather unknown photographer of the turn of the twentieth century.
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States of Delinquency: Race and Science in the Making of California’s Juvenile Justice 
System. By Miroslava  Chávez-García. Berkeley, CA: University of California, 2012. 
Illustrations, notes, bibliography, and index. iv + 290 pp. $65.00 cloth. $27.95 paper.

reviewed by stephen Cox, Professor, department of literature, University of 
California, san diego.

the history of the american penal system is very largely the history of attempts 
to reform it, which means that the problems recognized in one era can be largely 
attributed to the reform movements of the preceding one. the work of Miroslava 
Chávez-García adds significantly to our understanding of how this happened 
in California.

the history of reform movements is not her topic. Her principal interest is the 
use of “scientific” testing and investigation of young people at the Whittier State 
[reform] school during the second and third decades of the twentieth century. 
the testing involved the application of IQ tests that, regrettably but predictably, 
tended to classify young people of northern European lineage as higher in 
intelligence than those of Eastern and southern European, Mexican, or african 
american lineage. the investigation involved the construction of elaborate dossiers 
compiled by people snooping around the subjects’ neighborhoods, invading 
the homes of relatives, listening to tales from anyone who would tell them, and 
aligning the assembled data with contemporary ethnic and gender stereotypes. 
If the young people were regarded as feeble minded, they could be shipped off 
to the sonoma state Hospital, where they had a good chance of being sterilized 
under the provisions of California’s eugenics law. While the administration of 
such programs seems to have included the foreseeable number of cranks and 
bullies, the programs were motivated in large part by popular reformist ideas of 
social planning, the assignment of appropriate social roles, and the use of penal 
institutions not to punish young people but to educate them according to their 
capacity. that’s the irony, and the tragedy.

Chávez-García’s book has its limitations. It is really two books – one about 
pseudo-science at Whittier, the other about California’s youth institutions in 
general from the late 1850s until the early 1940s. the second is as interesting as the 
first, although it turns out to have relatively little bearing on “race and science.” 
Of particular interest is the crisis of public confidence that followed the deaths 
of two Mexican american boys at Whittier in 1939 and 1940, events that led to 
the next great wave of reform. that wave created the powerful California youth 
Authority (which is, unfortunately, beyond the scope of Chávez-García’s book).

While moving back and forth between her two subjects, the author provides 
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a quantity of raw information but does not succeed in recreating the lives of 
institutional leaders and their human subjects. the pictures of how most of the 
institutions were run most of the time, the important elements of the inmates’ 
daily lives, and the backgrounds and motives of the major officials all remain 
tantalizingly hazy. attempts to tell a story sometimes succeed when the author 
pursues them, but she seldom pursues them far.

there are larger editorial problems. a great proportion of the book is packaging 
–introductions to what the author is about to do, summaries of what she has done, 
generalized and predictable reviews of historical backgrounds, and frequent 
and heavy restatements of the author’s basic ideas. In addition, Chávez-García 
is often taken prisoner by a narrow, insufficiently examined critical vocabulary. 
Introducing the Progressive era of reform, she says that its leaders wanted to bring 
about “americanization or the whitening of ethnics and racial minorities,” so that 
they “would accommodate themselves to industrial and agricultural capitalism’s 
insatiable demand for labor” (p. 51). this may or may not be true; the friendliness 
of Progressives toward capitalism’s insatiable desires does not seem as obvious as 
the author assumes. But what were the Progressives’ concrete proposals? a list 
immediately follows: “educational reforms for children, including compulsory 
public schooling, home economics classes, and kindergartens . . . evening English-
language and citizenship courses for adults . . . the rethinking of reform schools 
. . . an end to harsh punishments . . . ” (p. 51). there’s a lot of distance between 
the great, grim generalizations and the cheerful particulars. Is “whitening” all 
we should see in this?

Despite its limitations, however, Chávez-García’s book makes substantial 
contributions. It describes in considerable detail a side of Progressivism that was 
indeed grim – a strain that was always intrusive, often racist, and seldom truly 
scientific in its use of science and scientific institutions, including California’s 
universities, to implement its schemes of betterment. States of Delinquency adds 
to the small but growing library of useful books on the history of California’s 
penal institutions. It provides, in its notes, a large array of sources concerning 
the state’s reformatory and children’s institutions, and it makes available, in the 
text itself, important archival resources developed by the author’s research. those 
are real accomplishments.
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Emma Goldman: A Documentary History of the American Years, Volume 3: Light and 
Shadows, 1910-1916. Edited by Candace Falk. stanford, Ca: stanford University 
Press, 2012. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, and index. xx + 858 pp. $65.00 cloth.

reviewed by denise lynn, assistant Professor, History, University of southern 
Indiana.

In this third volume of the Emma goldman Papers Project from the University 
of California at Berkeley, the series editors provide an extensive collection of Emma 
goldman’s letters, speeches, newspaper articles, and other publications chronicling 
her years in america from 1910 to 1916. accompanied by an extensive and detailed 
introduction, the collection represents the enormous project of cataloguing the 
life of an extraordinary individual. the editors claim that these seven short years 
were some of the most productive and celebrated years of goldman’s life in the 
United states. they were also frustrating years as she struggled to spread the 
anarchist message at a time when reform politics went mainstream and the war 
in Europe led to the erosion of civil liberties in the United states.

as Candace Falk notes in the extensive introduction, goldman’s writings and 
speeches make clear that while her interests were eclectic, she chafed against the 
gradualism and reform offered up by Progressive Era activists. She believed that 
their proposed reforms were short-term solutions for long-term issues. and as a 
political independent, she argued that organizations’ and unions’ bureaucratic 
structures and hierarchies resembled corporate models and therefore limited 
personal and political transformation. as a result, goldman had a strained 
relationship with unions and Progressives, rejecting their often single-issue 
politics. despite that, the activist ferment of the era made others open to her ideas 
and she became a popular and sought-after speaker. 

Her most popular ideas centered on the revolution in women’s roles – contained 
within this volume are a number of her speeches and articles addressing the 
need for birth control, her rejection of marriage as legal prostitution, the need 
for sexual expression including same-sex relationships, and her dismissal of 
women’s suffrage as a powerless reform that could not emancipate women. Though 
Goldman’s anarchism often put some people off, what made her threatening 
was her challenge to the “holy trinity of god, the family and the state” (p. 12). 
Her belief in the absolute freedom of the individual included the right to birth 
control, sexual expression, and sex education. Women especially were drawn to 
her critiques of marriage and her advocacy of birth control, though they were often 
oblivious to her attacks on capitalism as a primary culprit in women’s oppression.

Much of goldman’s political work was to dispel fears about anarchism. It was 
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during this period that goldman published her collection Anarchism and Other 
Essays. as evidenced by the readings excerpted in this volume, goldman had the 
ability to transcend her time and place because she addressed “basic universal 
issues” like “freedom, autonomy, and cooperation” (p. 48). Her eclecticism did often 
lead to accusations that she offered no specific programs for change. But above 
all she argued for the importance of individual emancipation from institutions 
and control. she especially rankled against organized religion, believing that 
religion, along with capitalism and government, were powerful forces that kept 
people in bondage. she spoke of religion as another form of “domination and 
control” and rejected popular evangelical religious figures such as Billy Sunday 
as “howling hucksters” (p. 84).

goldman also believed that art could facilitate a political message. she was 
part of the avant-garde movement centered in greenwich village, new york, and 
she tried to convince middle-class and working people that drama could portray 
a political aesthetic. Her text The Social Significance of Modern Drama, published 
in 1914, was another collection of her speeches. though she believed that drama 
could transcend class, her talks on art were usually poorly attended, and she did 
recognize that “the shop floor was rarely a place for high art” (p. 51). 

above all, this collection demonstrates that goldman struggled with her own 
convictions. Her correspondence with friends and acquaintances demonstrates 
the challenge of living up to her own principles. this is especially true of her 
relationship to Ben reitman. as she spoke about free love and railed against 
marriage, she longed for reitman to settle down and devote himself to her. 
goldman also frequently articulated the inequalities inherent in capitalism but 
failed to address racial inequality or racist violence.

As a research tool this volume is unparalleled in its offerings, detailing 
goldman’s personal and political triumphs between 1910 and 1916 and including a 
timeline, biographical, periodical and organizational directories, and an appendix 
listing goldman’s publications and the publications distributed by her Mother 
Earth Press. The lengthy introduction offers a critique of Goldman’s most important 
ideas and her shortcomings. the text, however, is disjointed, introducing ideas 
and then only offering detail much later. In addition, the introduction is not for 
Goldman newcomers as it fails to offer context to many events that the editors 
must assume readers already know; especially if the reader has not had access 
to the earlier two volumes. The introduction might offer more confusion than 
clarity. nevertheless, the volume, like goldman herself, is largely accessible, and 
it is a useful resource for researchers and teachers alike.



181

Book Notes

BOOK NOTES

California Women and Politics: From the Gold Rush to the Great Depression. Edited by 
robert W. Cherny, Mary ann Irwin, and ann Marie Wilson. lincoln: University 
of nebraska Press, 2011. Illustrations, notes, and index. xviii + 404 pp. $40 paper. 
California Women and Politics features fourteen essays from leading scholars. the 
collection explores the political activities of a range of California women, including 
Californianas who critiqued the American conquest, advocates of women’s suffrage, 
supporters of conservation, and union leaders.

Frémont’s First Impressions: The Original Report of His Exploring Expeditions of 
1842–1844. By John C. Frémont. Introduction by anne F. Hyde. lincoln: University 
of nebraska Press, 2012. Map, tables, and notes. xxvi + 366 pp. $28.95 paper. 
Frémont’s Reports of his first two expeditions into the North American West were 
combined and published in 1845. His detailed accounts of the land, flora, and 
fauna along with accurate maps were the first of their kind available en masse 
to the public and were an important guidebook for migrants heading west on 
what became the oregon trail. the Reports, penned with considerable help from 
his wife Jessie Benton Frémont, also launched Frémont to national prominence 
as the Great Pathfinder.  

The Golden State in the Civil War: Thomas Starr King, the Republican Party, and the 
Birth of Modern California. By glenna Matthews. new york: Cambridge  University 
Press, 2012. Illustrations, maps, and index. xii + 272 pp. $95 cloth. $25.99 paper. 
this book argues that while California may have been far from the main theaters 
of military action, the Civil War was nevertheless a critical time in the state’s 
development as part of the american nation. Central to this process was the role 
played by thomas starr King, the Unitarian minister who tirelessly advocated 
the Union cause and helped make California a leading financial supporter of the 
United states sanitary Commission.

The Gold Rush Letters of E. Allen Grosh and Hosea B. Grosh. Wilbur s. shepperson 
series in nevada History. Edited by ronald M. James and robert E. stewart. reno: 
University of nevada Press, 2012. Illustrations, map, notes, index. xv + 244 pp. 
$29.95 cloth. the grosh brothers left Pennsylvania in 1849 for the placer mines 
of California. they spent the better part of the next decade searching for wealth, 
eventually moving to nevada in advance of the discovery of the Comstock lode. 
Historians ronald James and robert stewart provide explanatory notes and an 
introductory essay.
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How Local Politics Shape Federal Policy: Business, Power, and the Environment in 
Twentieth-Century Los Angeles. luther H. Hodges Jr. and luther H. Hodges sr.

series on Business, society, and the state. By sarah s. Elkind. Chapel Hill: 
University of north Carolina Press, 2011. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, 
index. xiii + 267 pp. $45.00 cloth. sarah Elkind, associate professor of history 
at san diego state University, examines how local business interests shaped 
environmental policy in areas like flood control, air pollution, oil resources, and 
electric power. groups like the los angeles Chamber of Commerce not only 
influenced planning at the city and county levels, their recommendations often 
reached the ears of national officials as well.

They Saved the Crops: Labor, Landscape, and the Struggle over Industrial Farming 
in Bracero-Era California. geographies of Justice and social transformation series. 
By don Mitchell. athens: University of georgia Press, 2012. Illustrations, maps, 
charts, tables, notes, bibliography, and index. xvi + 529 pp. $79.95 cloth. $26.95 
paper. geographer don Mitchell examines the origins, development, and eventual 
demise of the Bracero Program in California. They Saved the Crops suggests that 
the program–formulated primarily by agribusiness leaders and government 
officials–helped create an agricultural system featuring a mobile, cheap labor 
force that continues to characterize american farming to this day. 
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EXHIBITION
Summer/Fall 2013

Bottled & Kegged, the History Center’s 
featured exhibition, will educate visitors  
about the region’s brewing history.

Exhibit features:
• Historic retrospective of San Diego’s 

brewing past 
• Brewing science
• Interactive brewing, hop, and flavor 

stations 
• Educational programming for all ages

“History Happy Hours” 
with beers brewed specifically for  

these events (21 and over)

July 26, Alpine Beer Company
August 30, Home brewers tasting

September 27, White Labs
November 1, Stone Brewing Co.

Learn why San Diego County is becoming globally 
recognized for quality craft beer production and  

industry-changing innovation!
Explore the region’s early brewing history and how that  

helped create the craft brew culture of today!
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JUNÍPERO SERRA MUSEUM 
Honors the first site of Mission San Diego de Alcalá and the Presidio of San Diego

For more information visit www.sandiegohistory.org
2727 Presidio drive san diego, Ca 92103 

serra main: (619) 297-3258 · sd History Center main: (619) 232-6203

Help celebrate the 300th birthday 
of Father Junípero Serra 

November 24, 2013

A party for the whole 
family at the Museum 

with refreshments, games 
hiking, and prizes. 
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