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We offer interactive, multi-sensory and immersive 

learning about our history and community in our two 

sites: San Diego History Center in Balboa Park and 

the Junípero Serra Museum in Presidio Park. All K-12 

programs offered at the San Diego History Center are 

designed as an extension of classroom learning, and are 

aligned with California State Standards and the Common 

Core. In addition to the programs listed in this brochure, 

the Education Department can work with teachers to 

customize a museum experience that will meet the 

specific needs and interests of a particular class.

Welcome to the San Diego History Center!
Our Community. Our Story

GUIDED PROGRAMS AT THE SAN DIEGO HISTORY CENTER AND 
JUNÍPERO SERRA MUSEUM  

$7 per student | Free for teachers and chaperones in an 8:1 ratio | $10 reservation fee  

Title 1 funding available

PROGRAMS AT THE RESEARCH LIBRARY
Cost varies according to extent of research assistance

$4 -$6 per student | $4-$6 per teacher | $4 -$6 per chaperone | $10 reservation fee 

Additional charge for photocopies

OUTREACH PROGRAMS
Price varies per program. Please see Outreach Programs for more information.

PROGRAM PRICES 



THE CAT IN THE HAT
This program offers a guided introduction to Dr. Seuss 

and his ‘Unorthodox Taxidermy’ collection, with time to 

explore six interactive niches based on core messages 

in Seuss books: Family, Sharing, Caring, Community, 

Environmentalism, Literacy. 

Grade levels: K-2

THING ONE AND THING TWO
This program offers a guided introduction to Dr. Seuss and 

his ‘Unorthodox Taxidermy’ collection, with time to explore six 

interactive niches. It also includes a facilitated experience in 

our Place of Promise exhibition, covering the four eras of San 

Diego history: Kumeyaay, Spanish, Mexican, American.  

Grade levels: 2-4

ONE FISH, TWO FISH, RED FISH, BLUE 
FISH
The complete INGENIOUS! experience includes a guided 

program through The Art of Dr. Seuss, the six interactive niches, and the ‘Unorthodox 

Taxidermy’ collection. Includes a recommended free teacher pre-visit.  

Grade levels: Middle, High

INGENIOUS! THE WORLD OF DR. SEUSS
A joyous and exuberant celebration of the art of the world’s most popular children’s book 

author, artistic genius and beloved San Diegan, plus fun-filled family activities! 

Dr. Seuss guided programs will be available until December 30, 2015.

Programs offered Monday-Friday, 9:30 – 11:00 AM
Maximum Number of Students: 35

Fouth grade student 
completing INGENIOUS! 
activities

Programs at the 
SAN DIEGO HISTORY CENTER
in the heart of Balboa Park



THE LORE BEHIND THE ROAR! 
100 Years of the San Diego Zoo
The Lore Behind the Roar commemorates 

the San Diego Zoo’s centennial. Comprising 

four galleries, this exhibit explores the people, 

animals and events that created the world-

famous zoo. 

The exhibition illustrates the Zoo’s origins and 

early history, sheds light on astounding zoo firsts, 

and tells the story of the people who continue to keep the Zoo innovating as a model for 

wildlife conservation around the world. 

Using artifacts and historic photographs from both the History Center’s and San Diego 

Zoo Global’s collection, The Lore Behind the Roar offers visitors an insider’s perspective 

on its animal care and hospital, breeding programs, as well as scientific research projects 

conducted locally and globally through the 

Institute for Conservation Research. Finally, 

The Lore Behind the Roar will ask visitors 

to consider what the zoo of the future 

might look like.

As part of your visit, spend time in our  

Zoo Family Den with six niches full of 

hands-on, minds-on engaging activities 

related to the San Diego Zoo’s core values. 

Design a menu for animals, learn about 

a day in the life of a zookeeper, and track 

down tools of the conservation trade.

As part of this exciting new exhibition, we 

are pleased to offer three new programs for 

school groups!

Opening March 2016

Zoo Director 
Belle Benchley 
holding baby 
orangutan, 
1954 

Early entrance to the San Diego Zoo, 1936

R    AR!
T H E  L O R E  B E H I N D  T H E

1 0 0  Y E A R S  O F  T H E  S A N  D I E G O  Z O O



WHAT ARE YOUR KOALIFICATIONS?
Do you belong in a zoo? Maybe you do! This program explores the fascinating work 

conducted behind the scenes by San Diego Zoo staff and offers a chance for students to 

get down and dirty (figuratively) to learn about the skills and knowledge needed to work 

at the world renowned San Diego Zoo.  

Grade levels: Elementary

MISSION IMPAWSIBLE:  
BUILD AN EXHIBIT!
What does it take to create an exhibit? Building 

an exhibit requires teams of people to bring 

different kinds of information together and 

present it in a dynamic way. Compare how a 

history museum and a zoo might approach 

exhibit design. Using a case study approach 

and touring components of The Lore Behind 

the Roar, work in teams to sift through a variety 

of primary and secondary sources, including written and visual information such as 

charts, maps, photographs, and zookeeper’s diaries to figure out the best strategies for 

building an exhibit.   

Grade levels: Middle; High

PANDAMONIUM:  
A VIEW THROUGH 100 YEARS OF THE SAN DIEGO ZOO
Using an interactive and inquiry-based approach, this program offers a general 

exploration of the Zoo’s history and its relationship to the community as it expanded 

from an informal collection of animals to the world-famous global research and 

conservation organization it is today.  

Grade levels: Elementary; Middle; High

Programs offered Monday-Friday, 9:30 – 11:00 AM 
Max Number of Students: 35

Programs at the San Diego History Center

Edale Harwell and Charles D. 
Peightal feeding gorillas, c. 1951



STORIES OF SAN DIEGO
This program offers a comprehensive 

exploration of San Diego’s early 

beginnings. Through the examination 

of artifacts, documents, art, historic 

photographs, and other activities, the past 

comes alive and students discover how 

the history of San Diego is reflected in our 

culture today. Student investigations focus 

on the role that human-environment 

interactions played in San Diego’s 

development, contributions of the diverse 

peoples that settled here, and the main events and personalities that have shaped San 

Diego.

Grade levels: Elementary; Middle; High

MAPPING BALBOA PARK
Exploring the buildings and features from the 1915 

Expo that form the foundation of the modern 

park, students will utilize cartography, navigation, 

and spatial awareness skills as they learn about 

Balboa Park “then and now” during this 1-1.5 hour 

guided tour through Balboa Park. Smartphones are 

encouraged, but not required.

Grade levels: Elementary; Middle; High

Programs offered Monday-Friday, 9:30 – 11:00 AM
Maximum Number of Students: 35

Museum educator with students on a map 
of San Diego

Ground plan map, 1915 San Diego 
Panama-California Exposition

Programs at the San Diego History Center



Programs at the 
Junípero Serra Museum
in Presidio Park

SAN DIEGO BEFORE STATEHOOD
Journey back in time and tread in the footsteps of the padres, soldiers, and settlers who 

established the first mission and presidio in Alta California. Through a combination of 

museum educator/docent facilitated or teacher-led activities, explore a section of Presidio 

Park, learning about the plaza, stables, jail, chapel, and commander’s house that lie 

protected underground today.

Inside the Serra Museum, investigate 

artifacts that reveal the daily life of the 

Kumeyaay, the Spanish, and the Mexican 

inhabitants of early California. “Meet” 

historic figures by dressing in costume as 

Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, Father Junípero 

Serra, and Josefa de Fitch, all important 

leaders in the early years of this city.

Grade levels: Elementary; Middle A Kumeyaay shelter, called an e’waa, 
hand made baskets and containers for 
water called ollas.  

Programs offered:  

Tuesdays, Thursdays, 9:30 – 11:30 AM

Maximum Number of Students: One 

class preferred. Up to two classes can be 

accommodated with the outside/grounds 

portion being self-guided by teachers and 

chaperones (materials and resources available 

to teachers and chaperones during the visit)



Programs at the History Center 
RESEARCH LIBRARY
in the heart of Balboa Park

RESEARCH VISIT
For groups working on specific 

projects, appropriate resources will 

be pre-selected and students will be 

guided during their research visit. 

Grade levels: Middle; High

INTRODUCTION TO THE RESEARCH LIBRARY
Students will receive an introduction to the collections and an orientation on how to use 
the Research Library by San Diego History Center Archivists.

Grade levels: Middle; High

INTRODUCTION TO HISTORICAL RESEARCH
The Research Library is home to our extensive document and photograph collections 

that tell the stories of the people and places of San Diego. The region’s history can be 

accessed through books, ephemera, original maps, manuscripts, architectural drawings, 

public records, and the comprehensive photograph collection. 

Two options are available:

Days offered Monday-Friday
Times offered Contact us to schedule a visit; 

 time and duration varies
Maximum Number of Students: 15, with larger 

groups being split and rotating between Research 
Library and gallery exhibitions

Middle schoolers thumb through a Sanborn 
map of San Diego with Archivist Jane Kenealy

Sketch of arrow shaft straighteners from 
Edward H. Davis’ sketchbook, 1909



Outreach Programs:  
Mobile History

FROM THE PAST TO YOUR CLASS!
A museum educator will visit your classroom, bringing hands-on resources such as 

historical photographs, artifacts, and primary source documents. Post-visit support and 

historical archive access are available upon request.

CONTENT AREAS:
• Kumeyaay

• Early San Diego History—Native 
American through Statehood

• Women Trailblazers of California: 
Pioneers to the Present

• History of Balboa Park

• Balboa Park: 1915 Exposition

• Cultural Diversity in San Diego

• Border City: San Diego

• Farm Workers

• World War II:  African Americans; Impacts 
on San Diego; Japanese Internment; 
Propaganda; or Women

Customize a topic of your choosing—let us know 
other content areas you are interested in!

Grade levels: Elementary; Middle; High 

Cost: $125/session

Additional mileage fees will be applied to schools 
outside the city of San Diego

LET OUR MUSEUM EDUCATORS  
COME TO YOU!
In addition to the programs listed below, we can work with teachers to customize an 

outreach program that will meet the specific needs and interests of a particular class.

Kumeyaay children learning to hunt, 
photographed by Edward H. Davis

Women at Citrus Soap 
Company factory



COMING TO CALIFORNIA
Through role-playing and hands-on opportunities examining 

historic artifacts, students explore the identities, perspectives 

and contributions of the diverse groups of people who 

settled in California in the decades after 1850.

Grade levels: Elementary; Middle; High 

Maximum number of students per session: One class

Cost: $125/session

Duration: 1-1.5 hours

HISTORY CASE (CHECK OUT MATERIALS)
Classroom teachers receive lesson plans accompanying a History Case, a self-contained 

trunk filled with hands-on artifacts, photographs, and lesson plans available for loan. 

Teachers guide students through activities to examine 

artifacts and place them in the context of different time 

periods. Students are introduced to the historian’s craft while 

learning about the lives of San Diego’s earlier inhabitants.

Grade levels: Elementary; Elementary; Middle 

Cost: $75 for 2 weeks, with $25 refundable deposit

SAN DIEGO VOICES: ORAL HISTORY PROJECT
In this program students are introduced to the importance of 

oral histories and the unique role they play in documenting and 

understanding our past. Over four to five class sessions led by a 

trained oral historian, students listen to examples of fascinating oral 

histories in SDHC’s permanent collection and learn how to create 

and stage their own museum-quality oral histories.

Grade levels: Middle; High

Cost: Varies

 
* Full scholarship opportunities may be available to collaborating 
Title I schools. Please contact education@sandiegohistory.org to inquire.

Outreach Programs: Mobile History

Italian-American 
soldier, WWII



HISTORY EDUCATION LEARNING PARTNERSHIP (HELP)
HELP is the largest school-based history education learning partnership in San Diego. It 
is a public-private partnership that supports teachers, students and their families. HELP 
was based on research that asked teachers what they needed most in the classroom. 
Their response: photographs and resources based on state standards to stimulate 
student interest. HELP resources allow the teacher to reduce months of research for 
meaningful photographs into a few minutes. Photographs are organized by grade level 
and state standard. Teachers can find photographs, download or print them directly 
as transparencies, and use them in the classroom almost immediately! This resource 
is automatically included for teachers scheduling a Mobile History program and for 
Educator Members.

INFORMATION ABOUT OUR EDUCATION PROGRAMS
All school and youth groups must make a reservation. We recommend scheduling your 
visit at least two weeks in advance.

To begin the reservation process, submit an online reservation request through 
sandiegohistory.org/school_programs.html. Please direct any questions to 
k12programs@sandiegohistory.org

Please make note of the following procedures:
• All reservations have a non-refundable $10 reservation fee. Please inform us 

of cancellations as soon as possible.
• Please ensure that there is one chaperone for every eight students (8:1 

ratio). Chaperones should understand and model museum etiquette, and 
are encouraged to be active participants in their students’ program.  

• Please inform us of any special needs in advance to ensure that our 
programs are inclusive.

• A confirmation letter and relevant pre-visit materials, where applicable, will 
be made available prior to your visit.

We look forward to welcoming you to the San Diego History Center – and to visiting 
your classroom!

EDUCATOR MEMBERSHIPS
A special membership program for Educators offered at $25 / annually 
Educator members will receive: 

• Unlimited free admission to the San Diego History Center and  
Junípero Serra Museum

• Complimentary use of the Research Library
• Invites to Special Events and Exhibition Previews
• Discounts on educational and public programs
• 15% off at The History Store
• The Times: SDHC quarterly newsletter
• Pre-field trip pass to San Diego History Center, Research Library and  

Junípero Serra Museum
• Free access to educator-only events at the History Center

Additional Resources



EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

SAN DIEGO HISTORY CENTER

1649 EL PRADO, SUITE 3

SAN DIEGO, CA 92101

SAN DIEGO HISTORY CENTER
1649 El Prado, Suite 3
San Diego, CA 92101
www.sandiegohistory.org
k12programs@sandiegohistory.org
(619) 232-6203

JUNÍPERO SERRA MUSEUM
2727 Presidio Drive
San Diego, CA 92103
(619) 297-3258

San Diego History Center 2015-16 Education Programs  
are made possible through the generous support of:

Thomas C. Ackerman Foundation        Samuel I. & John Henry Fox Foundation         

Samuel H. French III & Katherine Weaver French Fund        Favrot Fund 

Sheryl & Harvey White Foundation        FOCUS        ArtsBusXpress

NON PROFIT ORG

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

San Diego, CA

Permit NO. 2788

San Diego Unified School District 
Community Service Association 

County of San Diego  


