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             Zoo Pre-Visit Activity 1: Zoo Ads (Grade 3-6) 
 

Objective: Students will understand what makes the San Diego Zoo special and how it contributes to San 

Diego as a whole. 

Standards Addressed:  

 Reading for Information: 
o Key Ideas and Details: 1 
o Craft and Structure: 5 
o Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 7,10 

 Writing: 
o Text Types and Purposes: 2.4 
o Research to Build and Present Knowledge: 7-8 

 

Time Required: ~60 minutes  

Materials:  

Attached Web Scavenger Hunt 
Pencils 
Drawing paper 
Colored Pencils 
 

Instructions (computer version) 

1. Hand out the website scavenger hunt.   

2. Give students time to work on it independently (grades 3-4 might want to do this whole class). 

3. Discuss what additional information can be inferred from their answers (i.e. how does 

employing people help San Diego?)-Can be omitted depending on student level 

4. Read over the assignment sheet with the students.   

5. Have students fold the drawing paper into a tri-fold brochure. 

6. Allow students to work independently 

Modifications 

Extension/Advanced/Upper Grades Possibility: 

1. Have students turn their brochures into a television ad, and then present it. 
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Lower Grades/Struggling Students 

1. Have students do a poster as a group instead of individual brochures. 

2. Use the attached teacher’s guide to lead students through the scavenger hunt. 

Zoo Website Scavenger Hunt 

 

Go to: zoo.sandiegozoo.org and find the answers that fill in the blanks below.   

 

1. The name of the organization that runs the San Diego Zoo and the San Diego Safari Park is 

_______________________________________________________________________. 

2. The mission of this organization is ____________________________________________. 

3. The San Diego Zoo was founded in __________________________________ by 

___________________________________________________________. 

4. There are ____________________animals from __________________________(species) that 

live at the Zoo.  

5. There are ________________________animals from _______________________ species that 

live at the Safari Park.  

6. There are _________________________ plants from ____________________________ species 

at the zoo, and _______________________________ plants from _____________________ 

species at the Safari Park.. 

7. ______________________________ people have memberships to the zoo. 

8. ________________________________ people visit the zoo annually. 

9. What are 2 things kids under 5 can do at the zoo? 
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10. What are 2 things teens can do at the zoo? 

 

 

11. The organization has recently received awards for*  

a. _________________________________________________________ 

b. __________________________________________________________ 

*Make sure these are awards for things they have done locally. 

12. Find two things you think are interesting about the organization that runs the zoo.  
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Assignment Sheet 

Imagine that the State of California is holding a contest.  They want to find the California organization 

that has the biggest and best impact on their city. However, the organizations cannot suggest 

themselves for the award.  Instead the State of California is asking all the school children in California to 

suggest an organization from their city.  Your job is to create a brochure to convince the State of 

California that the San Diego Zoo deserves this award because of how it impacts the city of San Diego. 

 

Your Brochure needs to include: 

 The Name of the Zoo (the Zoo is not its full name!) 

 The year it was founded (or its age) 

 Who founded it 

 The Zoo’s mission statement 

 Number of Animals (species and individual animals) 

 Number of Plants (species and individual animals) 

 Number of visitors annually 

 Number of Member Households 

 A way in which the zoo engages young children 

 A way in which the zoo engages teenagers 

 2 Awards the Zoo has received recently (make sure that these are the ones that benefit the 
community the most) 

 At least one other fun fact about the zoo. 
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Zoo Website Scavenger Hunt 

(Teacher’s Guide) 

 

Go to: zoo.sandiegozoo.org and find the answers that fill in the blanks below.   

 

1. The name of the organization that runs the San Diego Zoo and the San Diego Safari Park is  

San Diego Zoo Global. 

2. The mission of this organization is Sa Diego Zoo Global is committed to sving species worldwide 

by uniting our expertise in animal care and conservation science with our dedication to inspiring 

passion for nature.. 

3. The San Diego Zoo was founded in 1916  by Dr. Harry Wegeforth. 

4. There are 3,500 animals from 650 (species) that live at the Zoo.  

5. There are 3,000 animals from 300 species that live at the Safari Park.  

6. There are 700,000 plants at the zoo, and 1.75 million plants from 3,500 species at the Safari 

Park. 

7. 250,000 households plus 130,000 children have memberships to the zoo. 

*The answers to questions 1-7 can all be found by going to Support Us and then clicking 

on SDZ Global, but most of these questions can be answered from a variety of places on 

the website.  If you are working with 3rd graders you could stop here, or continue. 

8.   5 million people visit the zoo annually. 

*You can find this by clicking on SDZ Global on the green ribbon at the top of the Zoo’s 

website. 

9. What are 2 things kids under 5 can do at the zoo? 

*Multiple answers for 9 and 10 can be found in a drop down menu under Experiences 

10. What are 2 things teens can do at the zoo? 
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11. The organization has recently received awards for*  

a. _________________________________________________________ 

b. __________________________________________________________ 

*Make sure these are awards for activities that help the San Diego community. 

*Answers can be found in the same place as 1-7. 

12. Find two things you think are interesting about the organization that runs the zoo.  

 


