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Bill Swank and James D. Smith III wrote an article titled, “This Was Paradise: Voices of the Pacific 
Coast League Padres, 1936-1958,” for the Winter 1995 issue of The Journal of San Diego History. Since then, 
Swank has authored or co-authored ten books, primarily about baseball in San Diego, and resurrected 
the hidden-ball-in-the-beard trick while playing for the legendary House of David baseball team.

Padres Brown: A Fifty-Year Search for Identity
Bill Swank

“Every day I peruse the box scores for hours.  
Sometimes I wonder why I do it.”1

In 1969, the nation celebrated when Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin walked 
on the moon. That same year, San Diego celebrated its 200th anniversary and 
professional baseball celebrated 100 years. More importantly, in 1969, I celebrated 
the birth of the major league San Diego Padres, but it has not always been an 
easy love affair. Phil Wrigley owned the Chicago Cubs from 1932 until his death 
in 1977. He noted, “Baseball is too much of a sport to be a business and too much 
of a business to be a sport.”2 Sometimes I wonder why I care.

At a recent gathering of baseball old-timers, native son and former major 
league outfielder Larry Elliot, 81, said a friend asked if this was another rebuilding 
year for the Padres. “I would like to see the Padres have a plan and the patience to 
stick with it,” he said.3 Over the past fifty years, Padres fans have echoed Elliot’s 
reaction so frequently that it sounds like a chorus repeated after the verse of each 
season. Incessant change is ingrained in the team’s DNA. 

To understand fifty years of Padres baseball history, it is necessary to 
understand fifty years of Padres ownership history as well as expansion history. 
The Padres have the worst winning percentage in major league baseball history 
(.461), five points below the lowly Florida/Miami Marlins (.466). The Padres barely 
average seventy-five wins a year.4 The only expansion team with more wins than 
losses is the Los Angeles Angels, with a slim .500 winning percentage.5

The National League decided to expand a second time for the 1969 season 
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and awarded franchises to Montreal and San Diego.6 Former Pacific Coast League 
Padres owner C. Arnholt Smith was shocked to learn it would cost him $10 million 
to leave the bush leagues. At the time, Major League Baseball (MLB) and the 
public were unaware that Smith’s financial empire—and thus the Padres—was 
on the verge of collapse.7

When they took the field at San Diego Stadium on April 8, 1969, the Padres 
wore beige uniforms and brown caps.8 Many assumed the color brown was a 
tribute to the Franciscan friars, founding fathers of California’s mission system.9 
It is a good story, but it didn’t happen that way.

Buzzie Bavasi and Eric Paulson in inaugural year 1969 (SDHC #UT85:H6636).
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According to former Padres vice president Jim Mulvaney, C. Arnholt Smith, 
“liked everything brown. He painted his bank buildings, his shipyards, his tuna 
cannery and other buildings brown. He wore brown suits all the time and his 
letterhead was on brown-tinted paper. Because he was the boss, everybody went 
along with brown for the Padres. It seemed appropriate, because the team is 
the Padres, but I don’t think Buzzie (Peter Bavasi) ever really liked the color.”10 
Although modern Franciscans wear brown robes, grey was probably the color 
actually worn by the 1769 San Diego padres at home and on the road.11

Remarkably, during the past fifty years, the Padres have changed their 
uniform design thirteen times with major color revisions and minor tweaks along 
the way.12 There has been no continuity. They officially returned to brown this 
year, with the design released in a public ceremony at Petco Park on November 8.13

Despite third baseman Ed Spezio losing a ground ball in the lights, old-timers 
remember optimism after the beige young Padres swept the Houston Astros in the 
opening series of their 1969 inaugural season.14 Future Cincinnati Reds manager 
Sparky Anderson was on manager Preston Gómez’s coaching staff. Anderson 
enthusiastically predicted the Padres would win all 162 of their games that year. 
Fellow coach Wally Moon was circumspect and said, “Let me tell you, Sparky. 
Come August, we’ll be so far out, a search party couldn’t find us.”15

The Padres and Montreal Expos finished their first season with identical 52-110 
records but very different support. San Diego would average over 100 losses for 
six years until 1975.16 Reportedly, the Padres submitted attendance of 609,502 for 
1969, but the National League wouldn’t accept the figure. A recalculated number 
put the official attendance at 512,970.17 Conversely, the Expos drew 1,212,608 fans 
to Montreal’s tiny Parc Jarry with a seating capacity of 28,456.18 Spacious San 
Diego Stadium held 50,000.19

Money was very tight in the early years. It was customary to provide a gratuity 
for players who appeared on the postgame radio show. Peter Bavasi shared a 
humorous memory. “We had S&H Green Stamps left over from a giveaway 
promotion we had run. Of course, no one showed up, so we had plenty of booklets 
in storage,” he explained. Padres radio broadcaster Jerry Gross was going to chat 
with misunderstood Philadelphia Phillies slugger Richie Allen after the game 
until Allen learned about the gift he would receive. “Richie glared at Jerry Gross 
and walked off,” Bavasi said.20

Whitey Wietelmann played for the PCL Padres at Lane Field and was later 
a Padres coach during the Westgate Park era. It was through loyalty to the 
organization that Whitey was selected to coach for the major league Padres in 
1969. Because the team had financial problems, he “invented a baseball cleaning-
machine. It worked like a rock tumbler with hard and soft erasers.”21 Whitey 
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explained, “I’d collect all the balls after practice and put them in the machine 
overnight. They came out white. The players didn’t like them. They thought they 
were dead. We tried to save money any way we could.”22 In those fiscally lean 
early years, losing was epidemic with the Padres. The new stadium was dual use. 
San Diego Stadium in Mission Valley had opened in 1967 as the home of the San 
Diego Chargers. “’It might be the best stadium I’ve ever seen,’ said Pete Rozelle, 
the commissioner of football.”23

Home runs were never cheap at multi-purpose San Diego Stadium, and 
previously unheralded Nate Colbert emerged as one of the National League’s 
leading home run hitters in the early 1970s.24 The first baseman’s biggest day was 
August 1, 1972. During a rescheduled doubleheader in sultry Atlanta, Colbert 
hammered out five home runs and knocked in 13 runs. Earlier that day, he could 
barely stand up. Manager Don Zimmer needed his bat and Colbert said, “I’m in 
there.” After hitting two home runs in the first game, Zimmer said, “Great game, 
big guy.” Nate answered, “I’m not done yet.”25 Colbert had three more home runs 
and eight RBIs in the second game. The lowly Padres took both ends of the twin 
bill. Nate Colbert’s 163 home runs during his six years with the Padres still stand 
as a team record.26

When future Hall of Famer Dave Winfield played his first game in Mission 
Valley in 1973, the Padres record was 19-46. The previous week, Big Dave almost 
singlehandedly won the College World Series playing for the University of 

Nate Colbert, 1972. Colbert is the Padres franchise home run leader with 163 (SDHC #UT86:K2734-12).
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Minnesota. He is one of only a handful of players to go directly to the major 
leagues without any minor league experience.27

In 1971, at the other end of the spectrum, Enzo Hernandez set a major league 
season record in 549 at-bats for fewest RBIs: twelve.28 The next year, Enzo’s batting 
average slipped to .195, but he finished eighth in the league with twenty-four stolen 
bases. He observed, “For me, stealing second is a lot easier after I’ve reached first.”29

To this day, no Padres pitcher has thrown a no-hitter, but Clay Kirby came 
close in 1970. Phil Collier wrote in the San Diego Union, “Barring a miracle, the 
San Diego Padres will finish last in the National League West again this season 
and the 10,373 who turned out to watch them last night will still be wondering 
if Clay Kirby would have pitched a no-hitter against the New York Mets.”30 The 
kid only needed three more outs for a no-no, but Gómez pulled Kirby for pinch 
hitter Cito Gaston in the bottom of the eighth inning. The team was trailing the 
New York Mets, 1-0, and Gómez, always a gentleman, explained with some irony 
that he was playing to win.31 As the losses continued to mount, serious problems 
within the organization were exposed.

Plans were underway for the 1972 Republican National Convention in San 
Diego when Life magazine accused the Nixon administration of protecting C. 
Arnholt Smith against charges of corrupt business practices. In May 1972, the 
Republicans moved their convention to Miami, Florida, and fans began to worry 
about the future of major league baseball in San Diego.32 To squelch rumors that 
the Padres were for sale, on December 22, 1972, team president Buzzie Bavasi 
reassured fans the club was staying put, announcing, “This is the best Christmas 
present I ever had, and I would say Mr. Smith is the only Santa Claus in the 
baseball business.”33 Mr. Smith turned out to be the Grinch.

Concurrently, in January 1973, George Steinbrenner and a group of minority 
investors bought the New York Yankees for $10 million from CBS.34 Later, in a 
2004 Sports Illustrated article, Steinbrenner told Tom Verducci that the Yankees 
actually cost $8.8 million, because “CBS threw in parking lots that he sold to 
the city for $1.2 million.”35 The headlines of the May 28, 1973 San Diego Union 
proclaimed “Washington Buys Padres For Record $12 Million.”36 How could the 
Padres possibly be worth more than the New York Yankees?

On December 6, 1973, National League owners unanimously approved the 
sale and relocation of the Padres to Washington, DC. The new proprietor would 
be Jospeh Danzansky, wealthy owner of Giant Food, Inc. Topps even issued a 
set of “Washington Nat’l Lea.” baseball cards that included Randy Jones, Nate 
Colbert, and Willie McCovey.37 The sale quickly fell apart when the City of San 
Diego sued the Padres for $84 million in future rent on the existing stadium lease.38

McDonald’s owner Ray Kroc was on his yacht when he learned about Smith’s 
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failed sale to the Washington group. He told his wife, Joan, “I think I want to buy 
the San Diego Padres.” Nonplussed, she asked, “Why would you want to buy a 
monastery?” The $12 million deal was completed on January 25, 1974. Afterwards, 
Smith speculated Kroc would have paid double the price.39

On opening night of the 1974 season, Ray Kroc watched his Padres fumble 
and bumble from the press box as Houston built a 9-2 lead through eight innings. 
Suddenly, he grabbed the public address microphone and shouted, “I’ve never 
seen such stupid ball-playing in my life!” To add to the drama of the evening, the 
KGB Chicken made his debut and a streaker cut across the field while Kroc was 
on the PA. The players were angry and Major League Baseball was in shock. MLB 
ordered Kroc to apologize and San Diego quickly embraced the hamburger king.40 
Dave Campbell played for the Padres in the early 1970s and was with Houston in 
1974. He would later broadcast Padres games with Jerry Coleman and reflected on 
the incident. “The long-term interpretation of what Kroc said was that the people 
of San Diego realized they finally had an owner who cared.”41

The stadium became a place to have fun. Along with the hilarious antics of the 
Chicken, Marine Corps helicopter pilot Jim Eakle and his rag tag group of friends 
formed an ensemble that came to be known as Tubaman and McNamara’s Band, 
named after Padres manager John McNamara.42 San Diego is home to transplants 
from the east and Midwest, but no other team draws like the Dodgers. Padre fans 
don’t like it when the opposing team’s fans outnumber them, but that’s reality in 
a tourist destination. Accommodating out-of-towners has been an integral part 
of the Padres business plan for the past twenty years. Yet by the end of the 1974 
season the Padres again had the worst record in MLB (60-102), scored the fewest 
runs (541), and young Randy Jones lost 22 games. However, for the first time the 
team finally drew more than one million fans (1,075,399). They believed Ray Kroc 
wanted a winner.43

A new term in baseball language appeared in 1975: “free agency,” and it caused 
owners to panic. Buzzie Bavasi’s Golden Rule, “Those who have the gold make the 
rules,” no longer applied. Suddenly, players were able to become free agents, and 
in an open market, their salaries increased dramatically. The minimum salary in 
1969 was $10,000 and the average salary was $24,909. By 2008, the minimum was 
$390,000 and the average was $2,925,679. In 2019, the minimum is $555,000 and the 
average is $4,360,000, down from $4,450,000 in 2017.44 When Marvin Miller took over 
as head of the Major League Baseball Players Association in 1966, he said the owners 
exploited the players—and he was right. Now the MLBPA is “arguably the most 
powerful labor union in American history.”45 It also became a powerful fraternity.

With free agency, players became expensive, interchangeable parts. Fans want 
to feel a connection with their favorite players, but that is not easy if the player 
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might be gone the next year. Teams used to have great rivalries and the players 
didn’t like each other. Now, when a player reaches first base, he starts jawing 
with the first baseman like a long-lost cousin. Baseball didn’t use to be like that. 
Money can change a person. And a game.

Profits have also soared. Major League Baseball teams averaged $40 million 
profit in 2018. The New York Yankees are valued at $4.6 billion. The Dodgers, 
Red Sox, Cubs, and Giants are worth $3 billion or more. The Padres are valued at 
$1.35 billion and, at the bottom, the Marlins are only worth one billion dollars.46 
Fans relate to the tiny numbers in a box score, but have difficulty with the large 
numbers in a player’s salary or a team’s valuation. 

Nineteen seventy-five proved to be a watershed year for the Padres. They 
climbed out of the cellar with a 71-91 record and finished ahead of Atlanta and 
Houston. Randy Jones was a big reason for the improvement. The Comeback Player 
of the Year led National League pitchers with a 2.24 ERA and a record of 20-12.47 
The following year, Jones won the NL Cy Young Award. He was 16-3 going into 
the All-Star Game and finished the year with a 22-14 mark.48

Kroc expected the Padres to do better in 1977, so he fired popular John 
McNamara and replaced him with Alvin Dark.49 It was a harbinger of future 
ownership meddling and intrigue—punctuated by a World Series appearance—
that would last until 1990. Buzzie Bavasi left after clashes with Joan Kroc.50 Dark 

Rookie Ozzie Smith is upended and introduced to the oftentimes contentious Padres-Dodgers rivalry, 1978 
(SDHC #UT90:P0672-9). 
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got canned before the start of the 1978 season. Players felt the born-again Christian 
was forcing his religious views on them. Worst of all, he feuded with Gaylord 
Perry, and few managers can survive fighting with a star player.51

Seventeen days before Opening Day 1978, even-tempered Roger Craig 
succeeded Dark as the new Padres skipper.52 The team finally finished over .500 
with 84 wins and 78 losses. Gaylord Perry became the first pitcher to win the Cy 
Young Award in both leagues. The thirty-nine-year-old spitballer went 21-6 with 
a 2.73 ERA. Along with Perry, there were three other future Hall of Fame players 
on the team: Dave Winfield, Rollie Fingers, and rookie sensation Ozzie Smith.

There was added excitement because San Diego hosted the All-Star Game 
that year. Padres VP Elten Schiller is credited with suggesting that pre-game 
workouts should be open and free to the public. MLB marketing liked the idea 
and the event became known as FanFest. Ticket prices now approach $40.00.53

Ray Kroc’s willingness to spend on high-priced free agents got him into 
trouble with baseball commissioner Bowie Kuhn. Kuhn fined him $100,000 for 
tampering with Joe Morgan and Graig Nettles. In frustration, Kroc turned the 
reins over to his son-in-law Ballard Smith and general manager Bob Fontaine.54 
The Padres returned to old habits and finished 1979 with a disappointing 68-93 
record. Craig was fired and Jerry Coleman left the broadcast booth to take over 
as field manager in 1980. “I know I can manage as well as anyone else in this 
game, but somebody had to take the blame for this season and it certainly wasn’t 
going to be them,” Craig said in reference to Ballard Smith and general manager 
Bob Fontaine. Coleman told reporters the development was “probably a bigger 
surprise to me than it is to you.”55

The Padres didn’t improve much under Coleman. They were back in the 
basement with a 73-89 record. “I should never have taken it,” Coleman said. The 
Padres’ sixth manager in twelve years was fired, and welcomed his return to 
the booth.56

Pitcher Bob Shirley spent the first four years of his major league career in 
San Diego. After the 1980 season, he was part of a multi-player trade with the 
St. Louis Cardinals. Following the trade, Shirley offered a pointed observation 
about the Padres organization, “Tradition in St. Louis is Stan Musial coming into 
the clubhouse and making the rounds. Tradition in San Diego is Nate Colbert 
coming into the clubhouse and trying to sell you a used car.”57 But San Diego 
did recognize local tradition in its own way. When San Diego Union sports editor 
Jack Murphy died of lung cancer in 1980, San Diego Stadium was renamed Jack 
Murphy Stadium in his honor.58 

The 1981 major league baseball players’ strike lasted from June 12 until league 
play resumed on August 10. The June 27, 1981 cover of Sports Illustrated featured an 
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empty stadium and this headline: “Strike! The Walkout the Owners Provoked.”59 
The Padres were in last place (23-33) when the strike began. They were even worse 
after the strike ended (18-36).60 

New general manager Jack McKeon had to fire manager Frank Howard. 
“Frank Howard was too nice a guy,” reasoned McKeon. He replaced the giant 
Howard with hard-nosed Dick Williams, a proven winner.61 Williams published 
his autobiography in 1990, No More Mr. Nice Guy. No-nonsense Dick Williams 
was hard on his players and inclined to wear out his welcome with the owners 
after he turned the teams into champions. The Padres only hit 32 home runs 
during the strike-shortened 1981 season, so a shorter, inner fence was added in 
1982 to make “The Murph” more homer-friendly. The Padres were 81-81 under 
Dick Williams in 1982 and 1983. 

Everything came together in 1984. Trader Jack McKeon gave Williams some 
talent to mold by acquiring Terry Kennedy, Garry Templeton, Graig Nettles, 
Carmelo Martinez, and Dave Dravecky in trades. He drafted Tony Gwynn, Kevin 
McReynolds, and Alan Wiggins, and then signed free agents Goose Gossage and 
Steve Garvey.62

Garvey was an interesting piece of the puzzle. Would the all-American boy 
with political aspirations fit in? His squeaky-clean image tended to rub Dodgers 
teammates wrong, and he didn’t make any friends on the diamond when he said, 
“The difference between the old ballplayer and the new ballplayer is the jersey. 

Journalist Jack Murphy (right) with Randy “Junkman” Jones. Jones won the Cy Young Award in 1976, 
going 22-14 with a 2.74 ERA (SDHC #UT88:N6701-7A).
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The old ballplayer cared about the name on the front. The new ballplayer cares 
about the name on the back.”63

Furthermore, the sartorially splendid Steve Garvey did not like the brown 
uniforms. “The Padre uniform makes me look like a taco,” he complained. Kurt 
Bevacqua was more graphic. “We look like nine piles of manure in a cow pasture.”64 
When Tony Gwynn was drafted by the Padres in 1981, his first words were, “Aw 
[expletive], the Padres. That damn brown and gold.”65 But Tony grew nostalgic 
and had a change of heart in 2012 when asked about a possible return to brown. 
“I’d love it. That’s how we started, with brown. I’d love to see brown,” he said.66

The Padres wore their famous taco jerseys when they went to the World Series 
in 1984. It was a magical, impossible year. By August, the Padres’ first National 
League West pennant was a forgone conclusion, but San Diego was in Atlanta 
when something unforgettable and incredibly ugly happened. The Sporting News 
called it “the greatest brawl in the history of baseball[...]Three full-on brawls with 
mini-brawls included; thirteen players and coaches ejected; Five fans arrested.”67 
After the game, Atlanta manager Joe Torre called Williams “an idiot and you can 
spell that with a capital I.” Pugnacious Dick Williams countered, “We will not 
be intimidated.” The Braves won, 5-3.68

It is the National League Championship Series against the Chicago Cubs 
that San Diego fans relish with great fondness. The first two games were played 
at Wrigley Field with replacement umpires. The Cubbies won the first game in a 
blowout, 13-0, and the second, 4-2.

The team’s return flight from O’Hare Field was delayed and their San Diego 
bus had to be rerouted because of a late-night traffic jam at the stadium. A cheering 
crowd of 12,000 to 15,000 fans was waiting to greet them. “They say fans can’t 
turn around a championship series among professional athletes,” recalled Padres 
shortstop Garry Templeton. “Our fans did. Not only in the stadium parking lot, 
but for the next three days.”69 

Jack McKeon called Templeton “the catalyst” of the 1984 team.70 During pre-
game introductions for Game Three, Tempy started waving his cap to stir up the 
crowd. It was out of character for Templeton, who was always cool, and it remains 
an indelible memory from the series. “What I saw was a lot of hope and frustration 
of the (16-year) losing history boiling over. I didn’t know if we were going to win the 
series, but I knew we weren’t going to lose the next day,” said NL batting champion 
Tony Gwynn. The Padres beat the Cubs, 7-1, with Ed Whitson in control.71

Game Four produced arguably the greatest moment in San Diego sports 
history. With the score tied, 5-5, in the bottom of the ninth inning, Steve Garvey, 
who had been hitless in eight previous appearances against Cubs reliever Lee 
Smith, pounded a good fastball over the 370 foot sign in right-center for a two-
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run game-winning home run.72 Robert Redford portrayed Roy Hobbs in the 1984 
summer blockbuster movie, “The Natural.” Sportswriter Kirk Kenney wrote, 
“Hobbs had nothing on Garvey.”73

After Garvey’s heroics, Game Five was almost anti-climactic. The Padres won, 
6-3, and Padres fans immediately began chanting, “Forty more years! Forty more 
years!” in reference to the Cubs last World Series appearance in 1945.74 Chicago 
Tribune columnist Mike Royko was incensed the Padres won the right to face 
Detroit in the World Series. He referred to Padres fans as “lousy wimps” and 
“laid-back surf rats.”75

The 1984 Detroit Tigers are generally considered to be the best team in 
franchise history and among the all-time best American League champions. 
They “roared to a 35-5 record, the best start in baseball history, and never looked 
back.”76 “Mow down Motown” didn’t have the same panache as the “Cub-Busters” 
t-shirts, a parody on another 1984 hit movie, “Ghostbusters.” Motown mowed 
down the Padres in five games.77

For me, the greatest moment in San Diego sports history occurred in the 
5th inning of Game Two in the ’84 Series. With runners on base and the Padres 
trailing, 3-2, designated hitter Kurt Bevacqua hit a mighty three-run blast into 
the left field stands. Unbelievably, San Diego won a game in the World Series!78

Padres fans assumed their team would remain a winner. Former AL Cy 
Young winner LaMarr Hoyt joined a solid pitching staff in a winter trade with 

Game 2, 1984 World Series (SDHC #1998/047-873).
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the Chicago White Sox. Why not change the uniforms again? Sidjakov, Berman 
& Gomez of San Francisco designed new threads that looked remarkably similar 
to the 1984 Giants uniforms, also designed by Sidjakov, Berman & Gomez. The 
Padres went from tacos to copycats.79

The Padres led the NL West until the 4th of July in 1985. Pitcher Andy Hawkins 
had won a record 11 games to start the season. Hoyt was 12-4 going into the 
All-Star Game. Five Padres—Steve Garvey, Tony Gwynn, LaMarr Hoyt, Terry 
Kennedy, and Garry Templeton—started the game for NL manager Dick Williams. 
All played important roles in the National League’s 6-1 victory.80 Hoyt was the 
winning pitcher and received the All-Star Game MVP award.

Ownership cannot be blamed for the nightmare that happened next. After 
a drug relapse, Alan Wiggins was traded to the Baltimore Orioles.81 The Padres 
faded and finished a disappointing third in the NL West with an 83-79 record. 
Then in 1987, LaMarr Hoyt was busted twice for attempting to smuggle drugs 
across the international border. He was sent to prison and his career ended.82 The 
1984 season was the Everest of Padres history. They’ve finished over .500 only 
fourteen times and have spent almost 40 years wandering in the desert. Good 
players have come and gone, but many more bad players were on that carousel.

During the off-season, Dick Williams clashed with Jack McKeon and Ballard 
Smith.83 Steve Boros replaced Williams in 1986 and, as noted by baseball’s beloved 
philosopher Yogi Berra, it was déjà vu all over again. The Padres started 1987 with 
an 8-30 record. Good Bye, Steve. Hello, Larry…fiery Larry Bowa. The Padres 
showed progress over the remainder of the season, but after another slow start 
(16-30) in 1988, Good Bye, Larry. Hello, Jack?84 General Manager Jack McKeon took 
on double-duty as field manager. Some observers felt the move was disingenuous.85

The inner workings of the Padres after the death of Ray Kroc in 1984 were like 
a daytime soap opera. In November 1986, team president Ballard Smith denied 
rumors the Padres might be sold to oil tycoon Marvin Davis. “There is no way 
this club would ever be sold to move it out of the city,” emphasized Smith.86 A 
week later, Joan Kroc and Smith bought full-page newspaper ads to announce the 
Padres were for sale with the stipulation the team must remain in San Diego.87

In February 1987, Linda Smith filed for divorce from Ballard Smith, who 
had been feuding with her mother, Joan Kroc.88 Ballard resigned in June and 
was replaced by former National League president Chub Feeney.89 A year later, 
Feeney was forced to resign after he flipped off a fan during Fan Appreciation 
Night.90 Linda Smith married player agent Jerry Kapstein who had represented 
Steve Garvey, Goose Gossage, Graig Nettles, Andy Hawkins, McKeon’s son-in-law 
Greg Booker, and others in negotiations with the Padres.91 Kapstein was hired 
by the Padres and decertified by the Players Association.92



165

Padres Brown: A Fifty-Year Search for Identity

On the field, the Padres finished second to the Giants—three games out—
with the second best record (89-73) in club history. Off the field, there was more 
intrigue than a Russian novel. Linda Smith was getting a divorce from Kapstein 
while he was negotiating the sale of the Padres to “an investment group led by 
television producer Tom Werner” for $75 million. The deal closed in April 1990.93

The Padres were 37-43 on July 12, 1990 when Jack McKeon returned to his 
general manager duties. He replaced himself with one of his coaches, Greg 
Riddoch.94 Less than two weeks later, Roseanne Barr, star of Werner’s nationally 
top-rated TV series “Roseanne,” wanted to sing the national anthem at a Padres 
game. Sportswriter Kirk Kenney wrote, “Barr’s performance is still one of the 
most memorable moments in Padres history. For all the wrong reasons.

No one has butchered it like Barr. Not even close. It wasn’t just the off-key 
screeching or the fingers in her ears as boos rang out from the crowd of 27,285. 
To top it off, Barr made an obscene gesture and spit as she stepped away from 
the microphone. Outrage was immediate.”95

The Tom Werner era ended the Joan Kroc stewardship era. New ownership 
viewed baseball as entertainment rather than sport. They saw the potential to 
package and market the national pastime as show business. In subtle ways, 
Roseanne Barr’s insulting performance still haunts baseball.96

After Ray’s death, his wife Joan became “one of the greatest philanthropists of 
the twentieth century,” but as her biographer Lisa Napoli wrote, “she was hardly 
angelic, but, rather, an iron-willed Tinkerbell with a streak of capriciousness.”97 She 
knew nothing about baseball when her husband bought the team but became an 
enthusiastic fan during the championship season. She joyously interacted with the 
players and the fans. It was great fun when Goose Gossage tossed her in the pool at a 
victory celebration.98 But in 1986, because of her experience with alcoholic husbands, 
the crusader decided to ban beer in the team clubhouse. Gossage exploded. “He 
[Ballard Smith] wants choir boys and not winning players.” Further, according to 
Gossage, Joan Kroc was “poisoning the world with her cheeseburgers.”99

The Goose was immediately suspended, but the matter was settled amicably 
a few months later. Gossage apologized and agreed to forfeit $25,000 in salary. 
Joan earmarked the money for seriously ill children and their parents staying at 
Ronald McDonald House.100

Following Kroc’s death in 2003, Goose reflected, “She was as tough as she 
was nice… and she was probably the nicest, kindest lady I ever knew.”101

Kroc had grown weary of the responsibility and negative publicity. In the 
late 1980s, in an effort to assure the Padres would remain local, she tried to give 
the team, with a generous $100 million trust fund for operational purposes, to 
the City of San Diego. The baseball owners committee refused to even consider 
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such an outrageous idea.102 According to Matt Potter of the San Diego Reader they 
“didn’t want a city-owned ball club disrupting their backroom deals.”103 Although 
she didn’t understand the importance of beer to baseball players, Joan Kroc was 
the best owner the Padres ever had. Her heart was always in the right place.

It didn’t take long for the Werner group to replace Trader Jack as general 
manager. The Padres had been picked to contend in 1990, but the clubhouse was 
wracked with dissension created by Jack Clark.104 Joe McIlvaine was brought in 
as general manager from the New York Mets and promptly changed the uniform 
colors to blue and orange. With the new color scheme, fans wondered if the new 
GM planned to turn the Padres into Mets West. 

McIlvaine wasn’t timid. He promptly pulled off a blockbuster all-star trade 
with Toronto. The Padres acquired home run king Fred McGriff and Tony 
Fernandez. In return, the Blue Jays got future Hall of Famer Roberto Alomar and 
Joe Carter, who would win two World Series in 1992 and 1993 with the Jays. The 
callow Gary Sheffield came from the Brewers and had a breakout year, winning 
the batting title (.330) and narrowly missing the Triple Crown.105

The trades initially helped San Diego. They improved to 84 and 78, and when 
the 1992 All-Star Game was played in San Diego, three Padres were in the NL 
starting lineup: Tony Gwynn, Fred McGriff, and Benito Santiago. Gary Sheffield 
and Tony Fernandez also saw action, but the American League destroyed the 
senior circuit, 13-6.

The Padres finished third in the 1992 NL West with an 82-80 record,106 but 
the team was in trouble. Tom Werner moaned, “We have a very serious financial 
problem here, and in baseball. We lost more money last year—$7 million—than in 
the first twenty-three years of this franchise combined.” Interestingly, San Diego 
received $12 million from “expansion fees” when the Colorado Rockies and Florida 
Marlins joined the league, but that money was used towards payments on a $20 
million loan the owners secured to purchase the team. In a conversation with an 
unnamed player agent, Werner expressed surprise at the cost of running a major 
league franchise. The agent was incredulous.107 When the team was contending, 
a startled partner asked, “What if we win? What will happen to the payroll?”108

Ninety ninety-two season ticket sales dropped from 16,000 to “around 11,500.” 
The Padres sent a letter assuring ticket holders that “everything possible would 
be done to keep [Darrin] Jackson.”109 He was traded before the 1993 season began 
and an unprecedented class action suit was filed against the Padres.110 It led to a 
“fire sale.” San Diego traded players with high salaries and did not offer contracts 
to free agents. Only loyal Tony Gwynn remained. Besides, they were only paying 
him peanuts. Their payroll shrank to the lowest in baseball.111 The Padres finished 
at 61-101, 43 games out of first place. Only the New York Mets were worse: 59-103.
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Tom Werner was right: baseball was in trouble. A major contributor to that 
trouble was ownership greed. The owners canned Commissioner Fay Vincent 
in 1992 when he determined they colluded while signing free agents. With good 
reason, the players didn’t trust the owners and went on strike about two-thirds 
of the way into the 1994 season. There was no baseball from August 12, 1994 
until April 2, 1995. The 1994 World Series was cancelled. The 1995 season was 
shortened to 144 games.

The 1994 season is remembered as the year Tony Gwynn seriously flirted with 
.400. His .394 average for the strike-shortened season earned him a fifth National 
League batting title. Not many realize Gwynn once hit over .400 during a 162-
game stretch. From August 1, 1993 to May 9, 1995, he had 242 hits in 596 at-bats 
to match Ted Williams’s .406-benchmark season.112 He had a history of discipline 
at the plate. In 1988, Gwynn only struck out forty times, or less than once every 
four games. Today, as a team, the Padres strike out almost ten times a game. Over 
his career, Gwynn averaged only 21.7 strikeouts a year.113

The 1990 season was the worst of Gwynn’s career. Jack Clark called him 
“selfish.” Jack the Ripper was equally adept at ripping baseballs and teammates. 
Rick Reilly wrote in Sports Illustrated, “Nobody wears out a front-office welcome 
faster than the continually furious Jack Clark, baseball’s all-time league leader in 
boats rocked.”114 The criticism surprised and hurt the good-natured Gwynn, who 
withdrew into a shell. His .309 batting average was the lowest of his career, with 
the exception of his 54-game rookie season. Wisely, McIlvaine got rid of Clark.115 

Tony was an old-fashioned ballplayer whose personality and values struck a 
chord with the fans. There was nothing phony or pretentious about Tony Gwynn. 
He was good to kids and he was humble. Bob Costas hosted a special tribute 
following Tony’s last game in 2001.116 When it was time for Tony to appear from 
the dugout, he carried a plastic Vons shopping bag containing items he wanted 
to share. Years later, prior to an Aztecs baseball game, I asked Tony why he used 
a Vons bag during that postgame ceremony. He chuckled and said the Vons bag 
worked just fine. I took former Negro League pitcher Walter McCoy to that game. 
Tony called him, “Mr. McCoy.”117 That was Tony Gwynn… an everyday guy who 
was respectful of his elders. He was loyal to the Padres and Padres fans, which 
explains why he was beloved. For twenty years, Tony made being a Padres fan 
worthwhile. The career .338 hitter would tie the immortal Honus Wagner with 
eight National League batting titles. In the game of life, Tony batted well over .400.

To paraphrase Buzzie Bavasi, on December 21, 1994, Santa Claus unexpectedly 
arrived in San Diego. A stranger from Texas named John Moores and a group 
of investors including Orioles executive Larry Lucchino bought the Padres for 
$80 million.118 Before the year was even over, the Padres traded for Ken Caminiti 
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and Steve Finley.119 Immediately, Moores and Lucchino hit the right notes and 
mesmerized San Diego. Moores seemed too good to be true. 

The Padres’ see-saw continued. In the shortened 1995 season, the Padres 
finished third with a 70-74 record. They won the NL West on the last day of the 
1996 season and fan favorite Ken Caminiti was selected as MVP of the National 
League.120 In 1997, San Diego fell back into last place. Tony Gwynn won his eighth 
batting crown, but injuries and a bullpen collapse contributed to the disappointing 
season.121 The real action was happening behind the scenes.

By 1997, the Centre City Development Corporation had already targeted 
property to be condemned to make room for a new ballpark in the East Village. The 
embattled owners complained they would only receive 60% of appraised value.122 
A hand-picked task force concluded the Padres would no longer be viable playing 
at newly renamed Qualcomm Stadium, which expanded to accommodate future 
Super Bowls.123 Larry Lucchino’s experience building Camden Yards ballpark in 
Baltimore became the blueprint for San Diego.

Baseball wasn’t the game. The real game during the Moores era was a real 
estate scheme of urban redevelopment financed with taxpayer money.124 While 
John Moores was talking about a new ballpark at Broadway and Pacific Highway, 
the original home of the Pacific Coast League Padres, his real estate company, JMI, 
was busy eyeing property in East Village. The Lane Field site was a red herring.125

After a twenty-year career with the Padres, Tony Gwynn retired from baseball and was honored at what 
was then Qualcomm Stadium, 2001. Image courtesy of the San Diego Union-Tribune, #UTI 0514393.



169

Padres Brown: A Fifty-Year Search for Identity

The Florida Marlins won the 1997 World Series and owner H. Wayne Huizenga 
immediately dumped his stars. The Padres acquired high-octane pitcher Kevin 
Brown in the Marlins’ year-end fire sale and “rented” him for the 1998 season. 
History would repeat itself. 

Although Moores protested the Padres might be forced to move from San 
Diego without a new ballpark, polls showed the voters were not inclined to 
build it for him. A measure known as Proposition C would put the matter to a 
vote in November of 1998. The Padres’ campaign slogan was, “It’s more than a 
ballpark.”126 That part of their pitch was certainly true.

The season could not have been better scripted. The Padres won the National 
League West with 98 wins. They beat Randy Johnson and the Houston Astros in 
the division series and overwhelmed Atlanta in the NLCS, but got swept in the 
World Series by the New York Yankees (114-48), a team many compared to the 
1927 Ruth-Gehrig-Murderer’s Row Yankees.127

The stage was set for the biggest game of the year. Larry Lucchino insisted 
passage of Prop. C was essential to re-sign free agents Ken Caminiti, Steve Finley, 
Kevin Brown, Wally Joyner, and Carlos Hernandez.128 Following a televised parade 
to honor the team, Tony Gwynn encouraged everyone to vote yes on Proposition 
C.129 The measure passed with 59.5% of the vote.130 Former Union-Tribune financial 
editor Don Bauder wrote, “Back in 1998, then-Padres majority owner John Moores 
promised that if taxpayers would pour more than $300 million into a ballpark, 
he would produce teams that were competitive.”131

Instead, the Padres allowed Caminiti to return to Houston, and Finley went 
to Arizona. Kevin Brown became baseball’s first $100 million man when he signed 
with the Dodgers. Greg Vaughn was traded to Cincinnati. David Fleming wrote in 
Sports Illustrated, “A more likely scenario is that the Padres will plummet from first 
to last in their division, just as they did following the 1996 season.”132 In retrospect, 
unlike the excitement of 1984, winning in 1998 was deceptive and cynical.

The Padres fell to fourth in 1999 (74-88), two games ahead of the Colorado 
Rockies, and last in 2000 (76-86).133 From 2001 through 2003, the Padres’ last year 
at Qualcomm, their average annual payroll was cut to $41.8 million (26th in MLB) 
and the team averaged fewer than 70 victories a year.134

Development of the downtown ballpark stalled when former city council 
member Bruce Henderson began filing lawsuits against the Padres. One focused 
attention on the controversial relationship between John Moores and Valerie 
Stallings, the woman who defeated Henderson’s reelection bid for the city council. 
In early 1999, Stallings reportedly purchased Neon stock as part of an IPO. Neon 
was a new software company owned by John Moores. “Its price shot from $15 
to almost $27 a share” when Stallings sold it three weeks later. Coincidentally, 
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this happened while the city was discussing negotiations for the new ballpark.135

It was subsequently revealed the Padres owner “showered” the councilwoman 
with other gifts. Don Bauder characterized the bribery case as “one of the most 
egregious in the history of San Diego law enforcement.”136 Valerie Stallings pleaded 
guilty in January 2001 for failing to report gifts from John Moores and failing to 
disqualify herself from voting on ballpark issues, and resigned from the council.137 
Somehow, after seven months of grand jury testimony, the US Attorney concluded 
Moores had done nothing wrong. Details of the relationship have been “sealed 
forever.” Tom Larson wrote, “Revelations of Moore’s four-year gift-bounty to 
Stallings have some San Diegans in disbelief—fuming, really—as to why Stallings 
took the fall and Moores was exonerated.”138

In July 2001, Larry Lucchino suddenly announced that he was leaving the 
Padres. There has never been a satisfactory reason for his departure, but he landed 
in Boston where Red Sox fans love old Fenway Park. Years later, in a Wall Street 
Journal article, Lucchino actually said fans “get annoyed when teams get taxpayers 
to build a stadium, and then raise ticket and concessions prices for the very 
people who paid for it.”139

In 2003, software company Peregrine Systems was charged with “massive 
financial fraud.” John Moores served as chairman of the board from 1990 until 
2000 and again in 2002. Although he sold more than $800 million of shares during 
the fraudulent period, it was decided that he had no knowledge of the fraud.140 
Following the collapse of Peregrine, new Padres President Bob Vizas predictably 
defended his boss. “Peregrine has nothing to do with the Padres. I don’t even 
understand the connection.”141 In 2008, Becky Moores filed for divorce from her 
husband of forty-four years, and the Padres were sold to a group led by former 
player agent Jeff Moorad for approximately $500 million.142

But the drama wasn’t over. In 2012, the Moorad deal fell apart. “Jeff started off 
in a bad situation with the Padres because he had people in the game who don’t like 
him,” said an MLB insider, “and they were looking for any reason to justify him 
not getting the vote.”143 For the fans, it was fortuitous. Later that year, Moores sold 
the team to the O’Malley Group headed by heirs of former Los Angeles Dodgers 
owner Walter O’Malley and local civic leader Ron Fowler for $800 million, which 
included the $200 million Moores kept from a twenty-year TV agreement with Fox 
Sports.144 Former state senator and senior JMI advisor Steve Peace protested. “John 
Moores is not a developer. He’s a software guy. He’s a geek.”145 In the end, the geek 
did all right with his original $80 million investment in San Diego.

Fans forget that the team’s record improved greatly after they moved to Petco 
Park in 2004. Through 2007, the Padres averaged over 86 wins a year including 
two NL West titles, but a general malaise had befallen the franchise. Beginning 
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in 2008 (63-99), with the exception of 90 wins in 2010, a bad year turned into a bad 
decade.  Since 2011, the Padres have only averaged 72 wins a year.

Most of the victories during the Moores ownership were saved by future Hall 
of Famer Trevor Hoffman. In the last home game of the 2006 season, “Hoffman ran 
out of the bullpen to the customary toll of ‘Hell’s Bells’ and promptly shut down 
the Pittsburgh Pirates to become baseball’s all-time saves king.” Beginning in 2014, 
the top firemen in each league began receiving the newly named Trevor Hoffman 
National League Reliever of the Year and Mariano Rivera American League Reliever 
of the Year Awards. Rivera posted 652 saves and Hoffman had 601.146

Jake Peavy advanced quickly through the Padres farm system and joined 
the team’s starting rotation at age 21. In 2007, at twenty-six, he led the National 
League in victories (19), strikeouts (240), and ERA (2.54) to capture the Cy Young 
Award. Peavy was set to begin a three-year, $52 million contract in 2010, but the 
Padres were already $5 million over budget in 2009. Good bye, Jake.147

If ever a player was perfect for San Diego, it was bilingual Adrian Gonzalez. 
Gonzalez was born in San Diego, grew up in Tijuana and Chula Vista, and played 
at Eastlake High School where as a senior he batted .645 with 13 home runs.148 
The Florida Marlins selected him with the number one pick of the 2000 draft. 
Acquired in a 2006 trade with Texas, Gonzalez averaged 32 home runs, 100 RBIs, 
and batted .288 in five years at Petco. But the Padres didn’t attempt to negotiate 
for 2011. General manager Jed Hoyer said, “I certainly wish we could keep him 
in San Diego long-term but we can’t.”149 The fans were disgusted. Geoff Young, 
writing in Baseball Prospectus, noted, “People who lived through those eras of 
deceit [Werner and Moores ownership] are understandably skeptical or even 
cynical, thinking, ‘Oh boy, here we go again.’”150

Under new ownership, the Padres did little to improve the club in 2013, 
but in 2014 they hired 37-year-old A.J. Preller from the Texas Rangers as their 
new general manager. The young Preller, widely respected for his success in the 
international market, surprised the baseball world when he attempted to make 
San Diego a winner in his first year. He immediately traded seven of the Padres 
eleven best prospects to acquire Matt Kemp, James Shields, Wil Myers, and Justin 
Upton and, before opening day, traded for Craig Kimbrel and Justin’s brother, 
Melvin Upton, Jr.151

As Bill Shaikin wrote in the Los Angeles Times, “The team blew up its payroll 
and its minor league system last winter, in an effort to win now. So, with the San 
Diego Padres under .500, who got the blame on Monday? Not the president, not the 
GM, and not the players. The Padres fired Manager Bud Black.”152 The Padres were 
32-33 at the time. James Shields was 7-0 and Kimbrel had converted 16 of 17 save 
appearances. Black was not the problem. San Diego finished with a record of 74-88.
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In 2016, retiring Commissioner Bud Selig awarded San Diego its third All-
Star Game. During the commissioner’s farewell tour, “the Padres unveiled the 
‘Selig Hall of Fame Plaza’ at Petco Park, drawing immediate and widespread 
criticism.” The city estimated the game’s economic impact would be $80 million, 
a figure disputed by others.153

In June 2016, after a bad game against the Mariners, James Shields (2-7) was 
unloaded to the Chicago White Sox. In return, Preller got a seventeen-year-old 
prospect named Fernando Tatis, Jr. who hadn’t played an inning of professional 
baseball.154 San Diego was back in last place with a record of 68-94.

The Padres were accused of “tanking” by unloading expensive players and 
replacing them with inexpensive young players. They averaged less than 69 wins 
from 2016 through 2018.155 Tanking saves salary and bottom teams move up in 
the amateur draft. The Cubs and Astros proved a good farm system can bring 
championships. The Padres decided to concentrate again on their minor league 
system in 2018 but signed Eric Hosmer to an eight-year, $144 million deal. The 
likeable Hosmer was a bust and the team “tanked” to 66-96, their worst record 
since 2002.156

Joan Kroc thought the Padres were a monastery. Did this new Padres 
ownership group take a Vow of Silence? They didn’t share many details with 
the public until early 2019 when Executive Chairman Ron Fowler explained the 
challenge of re-financing the huge debt inherited from John Moores. “It was 
ransom,” Fowler said. There have been mistakes – big mistakes – but Fowler is 
committed to San Diego. Kevin Acee wrote in the Union-Tribune, “Out of the ashes 
of 2015, the Padres created an entirely new plan.”157

Immediately after stability was announced, the Padres signed Manny Machado 
to the biggest free-agent contract in sports history: ten years, $330 million. With 
Hosmer, the Padres became baseball’s biggest free-agency spenders: $474 million 
in two years.158 Even dour sportswriter Nick Canepa got downright giddy about 
the deal. “It took the Padres all of 50 years to grow out of pubescence into a true 
Major League Baseball franchise. It took Manny Machado to push the organization 
away from the children’s table and into the drawing room for brandy and cigars.”159

The best story of 2019 was the play of twenty-year-old rookie shortstop 
Fernando Tatis, Jr. In 372 at-bats, he hit .317 with 22 home runs and 53 RBIs. 
Everything about the kid creates excitement, but he might be injury-prone. The 
last Padre to hit over .300 was Brian Giles in 2008. In five of the last six years, 
the Padres finished last in the National League in hitting. In 2018, they were one 
percentage click above the worst team. They’ve had ten hitting coaches since the 
move to Petco. In 2019, they struck out more than any other MLB team. This is a 
systemic problem. The fans are excited about the Padres’ top-rated minor league 
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system. According to MLB Pipeline, “No organization has done a better job of 
harvesting both the Draft and international crops.”160

Historically, it only takes 76 wins for what can be considered an above-average 
Padres season. In four years, Andy Green’s Padres never won more than 71 games. 
After a promising 45-45 record at the All-Star break, the real story of the 2019 
Padres was how they limped to the finish line. With eight games remaining and 
the struggling Padres at 69-85, it was Good bye, Andy.161 

Then San Diego dropped seven of those last eight games for hapless interim 
manager Rod Barajas. Don’t blame Rod. The team lost 15 of their last 17 games. 
Good bye, Padre blues. Ron Fowler was not happy. “If we don’t win in 2020, heads 
will roll,” he apologized. “Mine will be the first one.”162 Can unknown kid manager 
Jayce Tingler make the kids into contenders? Can a new hitting coach make the 
Padres hit? Can veterans Machado, Hosmer, and Myers earn their millions? Can 
brown become the color of magic? Keep the faith, Padres fans. The Cubs only 
had to wait 108 years to shed their image of loveable losers.163
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Petco Park: A Ballpark, San Diego Style
Nicklos Bristol

Since 2004, Petco Park has been the home of the San Diego Padres. The ballpark 
has become an iconic landmark in the city that serves as a destination for San 
Diegans, tourists, and baseball fans alike. Built in a uniquely San Diego style, it 
features architectural elements that tie into the surrounding cityscape and reflect 
the region’s natural environment. One can simply walk around the bustling 
Ballpark District, highlighted by the historic Gaslamp Quarter, to experience the 
impact that the stadium has had on the city. 

This year the Padres celebrate fifty years of history and tradition in San Diego, 
an anniversary which provides an opportunity to look back at the history of 
their current ballpark. This article examines the history of Petco Park, focusing 
particularly on its development into one of the most renowned ballparks in 
baseball and considering it in the context of longer-term trajectory of urban 
renewal in downtown’s East Village.

Baseball in San Diego

San Diego has been the home of professional baseball since 1936, when the 
Padres began play in the Class AAA Pacific Coast League. The team was in the 
league from 1936 to 1968 and began play at Lane Field, a 9,600-seat waterfront 
stadium built in 1936 and financed by the Works Progress Administration.1 In 1956, 
C. Arnholdt Smith bought the Padres and moved the team to Westgate Park in 
Mission Valley. Then, in the 1960s, the City of San Diego developed the dual-use 
San Diego Stadium, later known as Jack Murphy Stadium and then Qualcomm 
Stadium, to draw major league football and baseball to the city.2 The Chargers 
began playing at the Mission Valley venue in 1967, and were followed by the 
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Padres the following year. The 1969 season was the Padres’ first season as a major 
league franchise. Smith sold the team to Ray Kroc in 1974. Kroc’s wife, Joan Kroc, 
became the team’s owner until Tom Werner and a group of businessmen bought 
the team in 1990. Four years later, John Moores bought the Padres and ushered 
in a new era of success that featured four National League West division titles 
and a trip to the World Series.

Despite a series of owners, the Padres continued to struggle economically due 
to the dual-use stadium agreement. The issues with the stadium stemmed from 
the agreement that named the Chargers as the priority tenant and granted them 
a “most favored nations” clause with respect to any other tenant, including the 
Padres.3 Beginning in 1967, the Chargers held scheduling priority, thereby limiting 
the Padres’ use of the stadium during the football season.4 Furthermore, the 
Padres’ revenue was limited in part because of the cavernous nature of the seating 
structure that lacked an intimate atmosphere for baseball. The stadium’s size also 
restricted the number of premium seat locations and high-quality amenities for 
baseball games, thus further affecting the team’s revenue.5 The expansion of the 
stadium in 1995 only accentuated these issues by strictly regulating the Padres’ 
ability to gain revenue from suite sales and advertising.6 This lack of stadium-
based revenue and the Padres’ small local television contract left the team in a 
tight economic situation. 

These economic woes led Mayor Susan Golding to initiate two task forces 
to examine the Padres’ requests for a new stadium heading into the 1996 season. 
The first task force, the Mayor’s Task Force on Padres Planning, concluded that 
the team could not generate the revenue necessary to become economically viable 
and that a new ballpark was the only hope for an improved fiscal situation.78 In 
response to these findings, the Task Force on Ballpark Planning was charged 
with selecting a site, creating a financing plan, and preparing a preliminary cost 
estimate.9 The committee targeted the East Village warehouse district as the site 
for the ballpark and suggested that a public-private partnership should fund the 
project.10 These decisions laid the foundation of the subsequent eight-year journey.

In response to the task forces’ findings, the Padres and the city council 
created a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) in July 1998 that presented 
a comprehensive plan for the construction of a Ballpark District that made the 
stadium the focal point of the redevelopment of the East Village.11 The MOU 
identified the four main organizations involved in the project: the City, the 
Redevelopment Agency of the City of San Diego, the Centre City Development 
Corporation (CCDC), and the Padres. The Padres, and later JMI Realty, were named 
the master developers of the Ballpark District.12 The MOU and subsequent ballot 
measure named Proposition C focused on the project’s downtown redevelopment, 
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with the Padres promoting the idea that the stadium would be “more than a 
ballpark.”13 The promise of a transformation of this long-neglected portion of 
downtown into a vibrant sports and entertainment center was a key element to 
the popularity of the plan. Peter J. Hall, president of the Centre City Development 
Corporation, even compared the ballpark’s potential as a catalyst for development 
extending to Horton Plaza, which was “a bold stroke of urban renewal that 
transformed downtown south of Broadway.”14 

A New Kind of Ballpark

To further expand the appeal of the project, the Padres sought to create a 
ballpark “San Diego style.” The team hired Larry Lucchino as President and 
CEO to help spearhead the team’s push for a new ballpark. Lucchino worked for 
the Baltimore Orioles before moving to San Diego and was a key player in the 
development of Camden Yards, the first of the retro revival ballparks built in the 
1990s and early 2000s.15 With the task at hand, Lucchino outlined a vision of a 
ballpark “that looked and felt and reflected San Diego, not a classical Eastern red 
brick ballpark, but something that was distinctive, perhaps the next generation 
of ballparks.”16 Lucchino and the Padres teamed up with Antoine Predock, an 
internationally acclaimed design architect, and Joseph Spear of HOK Sports 
Facilities Group to bring this vision to life. 

The Padres and Predock incorporated San Diego’s weather and outdoor 
lifestyle into the design, which led to a stadium linked to San Diego’s land and 
sea.17 The exterior of the ballpark was a defining feature of the stadium that made 
it unique from any other in America. The design team used a combination of 
stucco and sandstone, now referred to as “Padres Gold,” to mimic the color, texture, 
and height of the sandstone bluffs at Torrey Pines.18 The design also reflected 
local attractions such as the flower fields of Carlsbad and the botanical gardens 
at Balboa Park by featuring “garden buildings” on the first- and third-base sides 
of the park that featured flowering plants, palm trees, and mixed greenery. The 
gaps and bridges between the “garden buildings” and the stadium were intended 
to mimic San Diego’s canyons and the bridges that spanned them.19 Another key 
element to the design was the exposed white steel structure that was intended 
to recall San Diego’s nautical history and evoke the idea of a cruise ship in the 
harbor.20 The angles and latticework of the light towers reflected the nautical 
theme as well by mimicking the maritime cranes that lined the harbor.21 The 
final touch was the use of Pacific blue seats to further represent the sea and sky, 
important elements of this new San Diego style.22 

Along with capturing San Diego’s environment and lifestyle, Predock’s design 
gave a nod to the region’s man-made history, in particular San Diego’s mission 
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and industrial heritage. The design called for mission-style towers to be built atop 
the stadium, one of which included a bell that would ring when the Padres hit 
a home run.23 In an effort to preserve some of the old warehouse buildings that 
characterized the East Village, the design integrated the Western Metal Supply 
Company Building into the northwest corner of the ballpark. The structure, built 
in 1909, was part of the industrial center of San Diego, and tied the stadium to 
San Diego’s commercial growth over the previous century.24 The Padres planned 
to restore the building and to transform its interior into suites and a restaurant 
overlooking the playing field.25 

Although much of the focus was on the regional aesthetics of the stadium, 
the Padres also highlighted how the new ballpark would meet the needs and 
desires of baseball fans. The new stadium countered the cavernous, open seating 
bowl at Qualcomm Stadium by creating an intimate seating structure. Not only 
did the proposed 41,000-seat facility accommodate roughly 19,000 fewer fans 
than Qualcomm Stadium, but it also pushed the seating forward to place fans as 
close to the field as possible.26 For example, the distance from home plate to the 
nearest field-level seat was 61 feet at Qualcomm Stadium compared to 49 feet at 
the new ballpark.27 Along with creating an intimate setting, the Padres angled the 
seats toward the pitcher’s mound and home plate to give fans the best possible 
view of the game. Furthermore, the seating was divided into subareas, “akin to 
neighborhoods of a city, allowing Padres fans to feel that they are among hundreds, 
not tens of thousands, of attendees.”28 These various design elements culminated 
in a stadium with “an intimate, fan-friendly facility dressed up with Mission-
style towers, waterfalls and airy concourses, all ensconced in a garden setting.”29 

View from L and 10th before Petco; Western Metal Supply Company Building in background (SDHC #81:9542).
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The final piece to the design puzzle was an outfield park, now known as the 
Park at the Park. When Padres executives released the plans for the Park at the 
Park, they stated that the eight-acre park would “look, feel and taste like San 
Diego.”30 The Padres wanted to create a space that made the ballpark accessible 
for everyone, especially families. Predock noted, “We always said you would be 
able to bring your kids and have a picnic, pay five bucks, and enjoy baseball.”31 
The park’s design allowed fans and families to picnic, frolic in a “sandy beach” 
near the outfield wall, and play baseball on a children’s diamond, all in the midst 
of a botanical garden setting.

While the Park at the Park enhanced the aesthetics and fan-friendly nature 
of the stadium, it also tied the stadium back to the greater redevelopment of the 
East Village. Architecture critic Ann Jarmusch wrote about the potential park in 
1997, noting that it “would double as an oasis in a part of the city, Centre City East, 
that desperately needs more green space. The integration of the ballpark with the 
surrounding community was so important that the Park at the Park was opened 
to year-round uses including small concerts and street fairs, and about 480,000 
square feet of retail and office development was planned to line the green space.32

Law and Order: Ballpark Edition

While the details of the new stadium were being ironed out in 1998, the Padres 
experienced a resurgence on the field. They were one of the National League’s best 
teams throughout the season and ended the year with a franchise record ninety-
eight regular season wins and a trip to the World Series.33 This on-field success 
translated to fan support with a franchise record for total season attendance.34 The 
growing support of the fans and San Diego’s cultural institutions, news media, 
and voters pushed Proposition C forward. The few oppositional voices that could 
be heard criticized the project’s economic projections. The opponents argued 
that the city overestimated the economic stimulus and that public funding for 
private businesses was wrong. These arguments largely fell on deaf ears since 
the “Stop C” campaign consisted of only fifteen volunteer members who lacked 
the experience and funding to run a professional campaign like that organized 
by the city and the Padres in favor of Prop. C.

In a final attempt to stop the ballot initiative, opponents filed a lawsuit—the 
first of seventeen targeting the ballpark project—against the City and Prop. C 
on August 17, 1998.35 Bruce Henderson, a former city councilmember turned 
lawyer, filed the lawsuit, which sought to have the proposition removed from the 
ballot by alleging—among other things—that the measure, MOU, and the ballot 
materials contained misleading statements, violated the California Constitution by 
conferring rights and imposing duties on a private entity, and broke the California 
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Constitution’s and the San Diego City Charter’s “one subject” rule.36 The court 
denied Henderson’s case in September 1998, which represented the first of many 
legal victories for the City and the Padres. Although Henderson lost his first 
lawsuit, he continued to challenge the City and the Padres after the election. 

In addition to the lawsuit, a civil grand jury began looking into allegations 
that Prop. C and the MOU were misleading to voters. The civil grand jury issued 
three reports regarding the proposition. The first report, issued in the fall of 1998, 
articulated concerns about the city not providing voters with sufficient information 
regarding the financial implications of the project.37 The second report, issued on 
November 2, 1998, condemned the project for not educating voters and assuming 
that Transient Occupancy Tax revenue would be enough to sustain the project.38 
The third report, issued in June 1999, admonished City officials for attempting to 
persuade the jury to delay the release of its second report and for failing to inform 
voters of the economic assumptions forming the foundation of the project.39 The 
key finding in the report involved a charge that Mayor Susan Golding helped 
channel $4 million to the San Diego County Hotel-Motel Association in exchange 
for its support on Proposition C.40 Despite Henderson’s lawsuit and the grand 
jury reports, on November 3, 1998, when the measure went to the polls, voters 
supported the redevelopment plan by a margin of 60% to 40%.41 Although the 
passage of Prop. C appeared to clear the way for the stadium’s development, the 
journey was just beginning. 

Henderson spurred a series of legal challenges following the passage of Prop. 
C which focused on the public financing obligations and the environmental 
impact report the City needed to complete. As in the first lawsuit, the courts 

Early stages of construction with Coronado Bridge in background (SDHC #2000:048-6-OP).
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sided with the measure. Henderson’s final and most threatening challenge came 
in August 2000 when he filed his last legal claim against the city and the Padres 
after corruption allegations involving the city council surfaced in April 2000. 
The allegations surrounded Councilwoman Valerie Stallings after she reportedly 
invested approximately $5,000 in Moores’s company at an initial public offering.42 
On March 31, 1999, Stallings sold the stock at its all-time high, and on the same day 
she, along with the rest of the city council, voted to move forward with the ballpark 
project.43 City Attorney Casey Gwinn was adamant that Stallings’s dealings were 
legal and that there no conflict of interest; nevertheless Henderson filed a lawsuit 
alleging that Proposition C, the MOU, and the City’s business transactions with 
the Padres were void because of conflicts of interest involving Stallings and the 
city council.44 In January 2001, the court again ruled in favor of the Padres and 
the city, which marked the end of Henderson’s legal challenges to the project.45 

The criminal investigation into Stallings concluded that same month and 
found that Stallings received gifts from Moores and the Padres, including airline 
tickets for her family members, use of a car and vacation home, an answering 
machine, Padres memorabilia, and cash toward the purchase of a camera.46 
Along with these gifts, Stallings reported selling her stock in Neon Systems after 
consulting with Moores. Stallings resigned from the city council and pled guilty 
to two misdemeanors, one for not reporting the gifts and one for not disqualifying 
herself from votes on the ballpark.47 The findings brought into question the votes 
in which Stallings was involved, therefore prompting the city council to re-vote 
and again approve all of the matters pertaining to the development of the ballpark. 
However, the vote did not appease some opponents and another wave of lawsuits 
ensued. Eventually, on January 30, 2002, the courts dismissed the final lawsuit, 
clearing the way for the stadium’s completion.

While these lawsuits played out, progress continued on the site development. 

Petco Park under construction, with the Convention Center at left (SDHC #2011:14-23).
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In February 1999, the same month that the city appropriated $225 million in 
bonds for the redevelopment project, the Padres unveiled a “white model” of 
the proposed ballpark. This model allowed the Padres and the City to begin 
the process of acquiring land, building the infrastructure for redevelopment, 
and selling bonds to finance the project. On March 31, 1999, the city council 
voted to proceed with the $1 billion development project in the East Village after 
receiving “significant assurances” from the Padres that the project’s development 
and financing were on track.48 The vote confirmed that a twenty-six-square 
block Ballpark District would be created, which required the Padres to develop 

“three new hotels, an office tower, a technology campus, retail outlets and a new 
residential neighborhood” expected to cost $466 million.49 

With the road cleared for the project to move forward, the next step involved 
the acquisition of land and the relocation of East Village businesses and residents. 
The City budgeted $81.9 million for land and relocation expenses; however, the 
CCDC could also obtain the land through the power of eminent domain.50 As the 
City acquired the land for the ballpark, it also prepared an environmental impact 
report (EIR) for the project. In accordance with the MOU the City was required 
to complete an environmental impact report before it could “deposit, from its 
initial financing proceeds, at least $215,000,000 into the Design & Construction 
Fund.”51 In July 1999, the City completed its EIR.

The Environmental Impact Report concluded that the new ballpark would 
change downtown San Diego. The impacts listed in the report included traffic snarls 
downtown on game days, noise and light pollution from games, displacement of 
the homeless, air pollution from construction, contamination of the ballpark land, 
and cultural loss from the destruction of historic buildings.52 Arguably the most 
controversial impact cited in the EIR focused on the loss of historic resources 
in the Centre City Redevelopment Project Area. However, the issue was settled 

Petco Park under construction, looking west (SDHC #2011:14-45).
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in September 1999 when the Padres, the Save Our Heritage Organisation, the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation, and the City of San Diego agreed to a 
deal that preserved historic buildings threatened by the proposed ballpark. The 
agreement saved the buildings slated for demolition by requiring the Padres 
to incorporate the structures into the development plan or to move them to 
new locations.53 Despite lingering concerns from opposition groups, the San 
Diego City Council certified the environmental impact report with an 8-1 vote 
in October 1999.54 The vote removed a key barrier preventing physical work from 
beginning on the project. The next task for the city and the Padres was to begin 
the development phase of the project.

On January 25, 2000, the CCDC announced that it controlled all the land 
needed to construct the core of the project—the ballpark itself.55 Meanwhile, JMI 
Realty and the CCDC continued to acquire more land for the Ballpark District. 
A day after the CCDC announced that it controlled the land for the stadium, the 
Padres released the design for the Park at the Park. With the plan for the Park 
at the Park in place, construction began. Demolition for the ballpark began on 
February 10, 2000, when John Moores provided the initial blow of a wrecking 
ball to the San Diego Gas & Electric fleet maintenance service building. Two days 
later the Padres raised a seventy-foot ceremonial right field foul pole to mark the 
site.56 Construction continued until October 2001 when further legal challenges 
led to a suspension in work. The stoppage continued until the courts dismissed 
the final lawsuit in January 2002, which allowed the city to sell the necessary 
bonds for the project. Once the project was restarted, the stadium’s construction 
accelerated into the next year.

On February 14, 2003, ten and a half months after the stadium first went 
vertical, the highest piece of steel was affixed to the left field light support during 
the “Topping Out” ceremony.57 A few weeks later, the first tile of “Padres Gold” 
was installed, and from then on roughly 1,300 square feet of tile were installed 
every day.58 The final steps in the ballpark’s construction included the installation 
of the seats in May and the playing surface in September. With the stadium largely 
complete, the development team turned its attention toward the Park at the Park, 
and on September 22, crews relocated the Showley Brothers Candy Factory to 
allow the construction of the outfield park to begin.59 In February 2004, Petco Park 
was completed, and the Padres received the keys and certificate of occupancy for 
the stadium. San Diego finally had a baseball stadium and on April 8, 2004, the 
Padres christened their new home with an Opening Day win over the Giants. 

In the end, the total cost for the ballpark came to $474 million. Although the 
cost of the stadium was $63 million over budget, the City only paid a small fraction 
of the overages since the MOU obligated the Padres to pay for any construction 
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cost overruns. In the MOU, public financing was expected to total $296 million.60 
However, public funding accounted for $301 million of the final total with the city 
paying $205.9 million, the CCDC investing $73.9 million and the San Diego United 
Port District providing $21 million.61 The Padres’ share of the project, which was $115 
million in the MOU, increased to $173.2 million because of the overruns.62 Along 
with paying for the construction overruns, the Padres claimed they lost $52 million 
in ballpark and hotel revenue because the project was delayed for sixteen months.63

The Ballpark District Past & Present

The completion of Petco Park was just the beginning of the revitalization of 
the East Village. Yet the ballpark’s construction story also offers a glimpse into the 
efforts of earlier redevelopment projects in San Diego. The process of downtown 
redevelopment started in the 1970s and 1980s when the City’s “improvement 
project to refurbish San Diego’s historic town plaza mushroomed into one of 
the major downtown redevelopment plans” of the time period.64 In 1972, the city 
council approved plans to move forward with several redevelopment projects, 
the most notable of which was the construction of a multi-level retail shopping 
center—Horton Plaza. Horton Plaza became the city’s first successful attempt at 
developing a downtown retail center to draw middle- and upper-class citizens 
to the urban core.65 The redevelopment effort continued from 1974 to 1991 into 
the Gaslamp Quarter, as the city council sponsored an effort to rehabilitate San 
Diego’s red-light area. The City’s plans included the requirement to preserve the 
district’s historic look, and obligation that included the dedication of the Gaslamp 
Quarter Archway.66

The successful development of Horton Plaza and the revitalization of the 
Gaslamp Quarter made the area next to the proposed stadium site a popular 
destination for tourists and San Diegans. By March 2004, about $550 million 
worth of private projects were under construction or had been completed in the 
East Village, with additional projects in the planning stage totaling nearly $665 
million.67 The total investment in the area reached $1.2 billion, which transformed 
the area from being about 70% vacant land in 1998 to a thriving redeveloped region 
in 2004.68 By 2007, the redevelopment project had spread to a roughly sixty-block 
area around the stadium. Ultimately, the transformation of the Ballpark District 
resulted in the CCDC and JMI Realty receiving a development award from the 
Urban Land Institute in 2007 for using a public-private partnership to transform 
the blighted East Village into a thriving mixed-income community.69

For fifteen years, Petco Park has been an iconic piece of the San Diego skyline 
that has provided San Diegans and tourists alike with a unique downtown 
experience. The ballpark serves as an epicenter of the transformation of the 
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East Village, which was deeply rooted in the success of the 1970s and 1980s 
redevelopment projects of Horton Plaza and the revitalization of the Gaslamp 
Quarter. Although the Padres were close to striking out multiple times during 
the stadium’s planning and construction, the team and the City came through 
in the clutch and hit a home run with the development of Petco Park and the 
Ballpark District. 

View of Petco Park looking southwest from 10th and J (SDHC #2010:17-1063).
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Keep it Funky: A Brief History of Leucadia
Jeff Charles

Leucadia, California is now one of four formerly independent communities 
incorporated in 1986 as the City of Encinitas. The others are Encinitas, Cardiff-by-
the-Sea, and Olivenhain. Both before and after its incorporation within Encinitas, 
Leucadia was known as an archetypal laid-back beach community that by the 
1990s had acquired a memorable slogan: “Keep Leucadia Funky.” The slogan, first 
given prominence by local retailer Jim Shatto for sale on T-shirts and bumper 
stickers, carried a special resonance in the midst of the rapid growth of the late 
1980s and 1990s, and served as a rallying cry against proposed freeway extensions, 
new hotels and office buildings, and occasionally new subdivisions.1 Even today, as 
development continues to transform the Leucadia streetscape, the slogan appears 
on T-shirts, always written in a font associated with sixties and early seventies 
“psychedelic” posters. It would not be too much to say that this slogan helped 
shape the town’s perception of itself as a unique place, and the slogan would even 
define the way its history came to be told in the last couple of decades.

Why did the phrase take hold in Leucadia? Certainly it has something to do 
with the way pop culture in the 1970s is remembered today. “Funky” is regarded 
with a kind of amused nostalgia, especially for those who came of age during 
or just after that period, when “funky” was associated with a certain style of 
African American music with a very danceable beat. The classic pop music of 
James Brown and George Clinton might have timeless appeal, but it definitely 
evokes a specific era. Beyond its musical associations, “funky” came to mean 
what earlier slang might refer to as “hip” or “cool.” But there is also its earlier 
definition, which the Oxford English Dictionary notes emerged in the seventeenth 
century, meaning “bad smelling” or “musty.” While this definition was surely 
never intended to refer to Leucadia, it does mean that the word carries a slight 
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connotation of shoddiness. So the slogan contains elements of uniqueness, hipness, 
and nostalgia for the sixties and seventies, but it also references a certain kind of 
authentic shabbiness in contrast to a more metropolitan glitz.2 

What this slogan has meant for local identity and local history is in part the 
theme of this article, but I would also argue that Leucadia, while its history is 
unique, is in some ways also representative of a variety of general trends that 
shaped many communities up and down the coast in Southern California. What 
kept Leucadia funky, for a time at least, was a unique confluence of events, but 
its “funkiness” was part of a larger pattern of development that could be seen all 
through North County San Diego. In fact, its unique slogan became part of that 
larger pattern, an attempt to slow development and hold on to a mythic Southern 
California dream.

The Fanciful Origins of a Funky Town

Interestingly, elements of Southern California myth have directly influenced 
the way Leucadians (and others) recount the history of its origins. Look up the 
history of Leucadia on the Internet, and every source begins, “Leucadia was 

“Keep Leucadia Funky” T-shirt design. Image courtesy Shatto and Sons Custom T-shirts.
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founded in the 1870s by English spiritualists, escaping persecution,” and some 
make reference to that founding as the reason many of the streets are named 
after Greek Gods.3 This story has appeal to those who like to celebrate Southern 
California openness (or, as people of more conventional faiths might characterize 
it, weirdness) in spiritual thinking, and because it applies to other Southern 
California communities, it has at least surface plausibility. Other communities 
in this part of the state were indeed founded by what could be called “new age” 
faiths that believed in a variety of metaphysical experiences as a source of higher 
truth. Among the most famous were Krotona in Los Angeles and Lomaland 
in Point Loma. Although arriving somewhat later, in 1920, the Self-Realization 
Fellowship, founded by the Indian guru Paramahansa Yogananda, still has a 
branch in Encinitas.4

In terms of spiritualists founding Leucadia, however, the story, as far as I can 
tell, is a complete fabrication. It is true that the first recorded white settler, Nathan 
Eaton, arrived in the 1870s. But neither he, nor several other early settlers—E.B. 
Scott and his family were the most prominent—made any reference to a group 
of English spiritualists already there, and they did not even call their immediate 
settlement “Leucadia” until it acquired that name via developers in 1887. Further, 
although there were certainly spiritualists in England—people who believed that 
the dead are still with us on the other side of a metaphysical curtain—they were 
never persecuted. In fact, in both the United States and Great Britain, those who 
believed enough in spiritualism to pursue it regularly in séances and other forums 
were generally middle class and above. The most famous English spiritualist 
was Arthur Conan Doyle, the author of the Sherlock Holmes stories, and while 
he was occasionally ridiculed for his beliefs, he was never persecuted for them. 
Finally, even if there existed a group of English spiritualists who fled to Leucadia 
to escape a nonexistent persecution, who were they? What were their names? 
What happened to them? There’s nothing specific about them in the historical 
record. I guess if you were a believer in spiritualism, you could say they went 
to the other side. But those of us who aren’t spiritualists need some sort of other 
historical evidence.5

What does exist in the historical record is the actual reason Leucadia became 
Leucadia with the names of Greek gods (and some other classical figures) on 
its streets. In the 1880s a group of developers, attracted to a growing San Diego 
by its new real estate opportunities, formed a land company that bought up 
the acreage that now constitutes the core of Leucadia. The California Southern 
Railroad had completed the first railroad line north from San Diego into San 
Bernardino and beyond in 1885, so San Diego was connected with the rest of 
the continent—and more important for Leucadia developers, to North County 
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coastal towns. In 1888 that connection was solidified when the “Surf Route” was 
completed directly to Los Angeles. Anticipating that completion and the steady 
flow of traffic and commerce that would accompany it, San Diego and Los Angeles 
newspapers announced with enormous hoopla that the Leucadia Land and Town 
Company would charter a special excursion train with an offer of a free lunch, 
“as delicious as Delmonico’s” to pitch buyers on the prospects of Leucadia. This 
practice of offering a cheap train ride to the prospective development, with the 
added enticement of a free lunch, had become standard in Southern California 
real estate in the 1870s and through the early 1880s.6 

The name “Leucadia,” after a Greek Isle, was a logical if somewhat florid 
extension of the selling of the “Mediterranean” climate that many Southern 
California boosters had started pushing in the 1880s. In fact, in the late 1880s 
writers such as T.S. Van Dyke and Charles Dudley Warner garnered national 
attention with their magazine articles raving about Southern California as “our 
Italy” and the West Coast’s “sunny Mediterranean.” Undoubtedly, those who 
went on the Leucadia excursion were not particularly shocked to stand in bright 
October sun in the barren chaparral and hear auctioneer Tom Fitch address them 
on “Greek Gods and California Boomers.” Fitch, who was well known among 
land developers as “the silver-tongued orator of Southern California,” and who 
also was a con man in his own right, spun a marvelous vision of a community 
next to “inviting, harmonious ocean, with sunlit heights, breeze-swept terraces, 
sheltered valleys, pure clear air, all under the skies of eternal spring, everywhere 
and with every voice, nature singing to man ‘come live with me and love me and 
health and happiness shall dwell with you forever.’”7

  Some version of this rhetoric, believe it or not, was standard for selling 
Southern California into the 1920s. But Fitch and his partners added an additional 
romantic twist by naming the streets after figures in classical mythology. 
“Neptune—god of the ocean, for the avenue fronting the sea; Flora, the goddess 
of flowers, for the perfect beds of flowers that will bloom there; Vulcan next to 
the tracks, the deity of iron workers; Hygeia, the goddess of health; Orpheus, 
who wandered down below; Eolus where the breezes blow, and Hymettus, where 
the honey of life was gathered.” He added, “Europa, who submerged in the sea 
and emerged as the spouse of a God; Fulvia, who governed Rome better than 
her husband, Glaucus the Fisherman who could never die, Jason, who sought 
the golden fleece, and Athena, goddess of wisdom, who advises everyone to 
purchase lots today.”8 Intriguingly, Fitch also promised that a fifth of the revenue 
of lot sales would go to building a hotel, which he announced would be called 
the Hotel Sappho. Sappho was the famous Greek poet from the Isle of Lesbos, 
who allegedly committed suicide by flinging herself off the cliffs of Leucadia. 
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Of course, Sappho is also well known for her homoerotic poetry, and her native 
island of Lesbos is why some call gay women lesbians. What if the Hotel Sappho 
had been built and attracted clientele appropriate to its namesake? Then Leucadia 
truly would be progressively funky!

Reading this elaborate promotional iconography, which gave rise to a set of 
unique street names, one can admire the knowledge of classical mythology but also 
be confirmed in knowing that Leucadia originated as a developer’s promotional 
scheme, and not as the result of some mysterious spiritualists. Before I move on 
to the second chapter of my encapsulated history of Leucadia, let me just end 
this discussion of origin myth by asking this: where did this story of spiritualists 
come from, and why did it take hold in spite of a total lack of evidence? Anyone 
who cites a source for that story says that it came from an Encinitas librarian, 
Evelyn Sands, who in the mid-1930s wrote Cave Couts, Jr., the son of the founder 
of Rancho Guajome in Vista, to ask what he knew of Leucadia’s origins, and 
he wrote back, “founded by English spiritualists, escaping persecution.” Why 
Mrs. Sands wrote Cave Couts of Vista, who as far as I can tell is no relation to a 
Coutts family that lived in Leucadia, I don’t know. But Couts’s off-the-top-of-his-
head answer, retold by Sands, provided a romantic story that fit Leucadia’s late-
twentieth century image of itself, and that is clearly why you read it continually 
today.9 It would not be the first time or the last that a local history was rewritten 
to fit contemporary local identity.

 One thing that did not take hold, unfortunately for the salesman Fitch, 
was the Leucadia Land and Town Company. The company earned enough in 
initial sales to pay the same surveyor who platted Encinitas, the decidedly 
ungodlike O.N. Sanford, to lay out the Greek-named streets, and he also somewhat 
incongruously included a street named after himself. One of the other partners, 
a man by the name of James Elliot, had the brilliant idea to plant eucalyptus and 
cedars along the main road to beautify the entryway to the town. This became 
a later signature of funky Leucadia. But Southern California, and the nation as 
a whole, soon fell into a sharp and severe recession in the 1890s. Lots bought in 
the early phase of development were foreclosed on, and the Leucadia company 
went bankrupt. There followed a brief interlude during which another early 
resident, E.B. Scott, tried to move in on the failed development, and he was able 
to acquire enough lots—and influence—to temporarily rename the town and its 
first school after his son, Merle. He oversaw the building of a train station at the 
corner of Hillcrest and Vulcan, and as late as the 1910s, Leucadia often appeared 
as “Merle” on the map. Fortunately for the dignity of present-day Leucadians, 
that name didn’t stick, although “’Keep Merle Funky” could have really been 
a hip slogan. Merle’s failure, coming after the initial developers’ collapse, led 
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to a somewhat snide piece in the Los Angeles Times in 1918 under the headline 
“Memory-Haunted Leucadia,” which remarked, “It was founded on clams and 
climate, born of a free lunch and a brass band, lived upon advertisement and 
expectations, and died of a sheriff’s sale.”10

Leucadia and Exotic Agriculture, 1920-1980

Interestingly, just as this was published, developments were occurring that 
made the Los Angeles Times’ reports of Leucadia’s demise dramatically premature. 
Ed Fletcher had moved to San Diego in 1888 and had worked as a produce broker 
as well as a land agent for LA streetcar magnate Henry Huntington, who was 
keen to move his extensive LA and Orange County land interests further south.11 
Fletcher was extraordinarily active in the development of early San Diego, and 
had increasingly taken an interest in north coastal San Diego County. Because 
of its earlier history working for Huntington, Fletcher’s company that developed 
north coast San Diego was known as the South Coast Land Company to suggest it 
is developing lands further south than Huntington’s LA-based ventures. Fletcher 
was a dynamic entrepreneur—one of those early developers who seemingly 
had a hand in every real estate enterprise in the San Diego area. He developed 
Mt. Helix and Grossmont, he bought and sold land around Julian and built its 
historic Pine Hills Lodge, he helped lay out early Del Mar, and by the late 1910s 

Ed Fletcher. Fletcher’s South Coast Land Company was instrumental in the development of Leucadia in 
the 1920s (SDHC #14830).
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and early 1920s he was actively involved in developing Solana Beach, Rancho 
Santa Fe, Carlsbad, parts of Vista—and Leucadia. His South Coast Land Company 
acquired large chunks of Leucadia land in the early 1920s.12

Fletcher’s trademark as a developer was a grasp of the importance of 
infrastructure, especially water and roads. Early on he had developed the water 
system around Helix, improving the system that included Lake Cuyamaca 
and a flume that brought San Diego River water to his East County real estate 
ventures, and by the 1910s he had become head of the San Dieguito water system, 
spearheading the construction of Lake Hodges Dam.13 With water in hand, he also 
led the initiative for state and local financing for improvements of what would 
soon become Highway 101.14

In addition, perhaps because of his early involvement in the produce business, 
Fletcher understood that a unique part of Southern California’s appeal was the 
ability to use the piped water he provided to grow suburban orchards and gardens 
and advertise them as ways to make the properties “self-sustaining.” In his early 
developments, he followed the example of Los Angeles, selling the opportunity 
to grow citrus, particularly lemons, as a way to live in a suburban arcadia.15 But 
by the late teens, a new agricultural inducement had emerged: the avocado. First 
imported from Mexico in the nineteenth century, by the early twentieth century 
the avocado had caught the imagination of those who wanted to emulate the rich 
citrus growers and market a new luxury crop to the nation. Early and partially 
inaccurate nutritional studies found the avocado to have “as much protein as 
beefsteak, high in indispensable vitamines and healthy oil.” As one avocado 
producer put it, “it ranks with eggs and milk in its ability to sustain life.” In short, 
the avocado was an early twentieth-century century “superfruit.” As the hype 
spread around Southern California, a kind of speculative fervor developed around 
the crop. Stories spread rapidly of trees selling for thousands and producing 
hundreds of pounds of fruit at a dollar a pound. All sorts of investment schemes 
proliferated—some offering to plant avocados on pre-existing plots, others offering 
land perfect for avocados, and still others offering a kind of rental of avocado 
trees. All promised a profitable future—a life on “easy street.”16

Fletcher was quick to capitalize on this trend. He began advertising his 1920s 
developments as “avocado acres,” first in Mt. Helix, and then, via the South 
Coast Land Company, by 1925 in and around Leucadia. He was able to promise 
prospective avocado growers a ready supply of water as a result of the Lake 
Hodges Dam and the newly created Leucadia Water District.17 He recruited a 
renowned agriculturist, Dr. J. Eliot Coit, from the University of California’s Citrus 
Experiment Station (later UC Riverside) to open an avocado nursery, Rancho 
Leucadia, and then advertised pre-purchase planting. Sales, were, by all accounts, 
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brisk throughout the rest of the 1920s, and Fletcher, following the practice of 
later development companies, was able to open new “stages” of development—
Avocado Acres 3, 4, and 5.18 By the time the majority of land in this development 
was sold, Leucadia had expanded, extending from Athena Street in the south, to 
the Batiquitos Lagoon in the north, to (roughly) Caudor Street in the east.

For all the success of Fletcher’s South Coast Company in selling land, and also 
for all its ability to plant in the area a remarkable variety of avocados, Leucadia 
would never become a big avocado producing town. First of all, the market for 
the fruit never developed as quickly as promised. It was not until the 1980s that 
the avocado became popular nationwide. Second, other regions further north 
and away from the coast proved to be better suited for reliable production of 
avocados. Speaking from personal experience, the avocados here are vulnerable 
to gophers, prone to root rot, and require a great deal of watering.

The Leucadia area, however, did not give up exotic agriculture, and in fact—
like its sister town, Encinitas—had by the 1950s moved full scale into a more 
lasting, and more productive form of unusual farming: the growing of flowers, in 
both fields and greenhouses. To examine this story fully would take this article 
outside the boundaries of Leucadia. It involves, among other things, the influence 
of the Ecke family on Encinitas and the industry as a whole. But suffice it to say 
that Leucadia was early on in the forefront of this very California industry, led by 
a woman named Mrs. Elizabeth Briggs. Briggs had started in the gladiolus bulb 
business on a shoestring in Sacramento in the 1910s and proved to be a skilled 

Mills Avocado Tract, Encinitas, c. 1929 (SDHC #5278-4).
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hybridizer, coming up with several popular new styles of gladioli. A search for 
affordable land with a good source of water brought her to Avocado Acres in 
Leucadia in 1925, where she grew gladioli for 30 more years. Her son was also in 
the flower business, with a focus on carnations and birds of paradise. Attracted 
by Briggs and by Ecke’s success, other growers would arrive after World War II, 
some shoved out of the Los Angeles area by development pressures.19

The flower growing industry, with its attendant greenhouses and field 
growing operations, lent Leucadia a rural feel through the 1960s and 1970s. It 
also gave the town some demographic diversity, as Mexican American flower 
workers moved in to occupy less expensive neighborhoods, deemed at the time 
less desirable because they fronted on the railroad tracks or were close to the 
highway. 

Increasing population and the changing economics of a global flower trade 
would by the mid-1980s confront Leucadian growers with their own version of the 
dilemma that eventually faced all suburban farmers in Southern California—very 
often their land was worth far more than sales of their yearly crop could earn them 
over a number of years. Most eventually made the decision to sell. Nevertheless, 
because some Leucadia flower growers still found their enterprise profitable into 
the 1990s, enough held out longer than other suburban agriculturalists in Southern 
California. Leucadia remained more “rural” and underdeveloped compared to 
many Southern California coastal communities. So at least some of Leucadia’s 
later funkiness was due to flowers—a sweet smelling funky!20

Aerial view of Leucadia, 1957 (SDHC #S-4130-3).
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A Bohemian Surf Culture

At the same time, as a coastal town on what by the 1940s was the main highway 
from Los Angeles to Mexico, Leucadia did not remain isolated from broader 
cultural trends. The post-World War II years brought a boom in Southern California 
development, and the millions who moved to the state—and equally important, 
the children that they had—gave southern California a new cultural currency. The 
earlier vision of a sun-drenched Mediterranean morphed into the image of relaxed 
outdoor leisure and youthful beach culture. Nothing epitomized this more than the 
sport of surfing, which took off in the 1950s and became synonymous with Southern 
California. In part this was because of the Hollywood film industry, always quick 
to jump on (and distort) pop culture trends. Cinematic celebration of the beach 
party lifestyle that began with Gidget in 1959 and peaked with Beach Blanket Bingo 
in 1965, did a great deal to popularize Southern California culture nationwide. 

But Hollywood also portrayed Malibu surfing in a way real surfers could 
contemptuously reject, and by disdaining the popular image, these surfers 
established a more authentic identity in less frequented surf spots up and down 
San Diego’s North County coast. Hollywood’s image of the beach and surfing 
was frenetic and campy—true surfing culture was relaxed and soulful, hip in its 
disdain for commercial exploitation.21 Leucadia’s surfing scene epitomized this 
more laid-back aspect of the surfing culture. The best known Leucadia event in its 
earlier surfing history was the Stone Steps Invitational, which was held for a couple 
of years in the late 1960s. Participants had to gulp beer prior to their competitive 
heat, and the more they won, the more they drank—joined by the spectators, of 
course. Looking at the images of this event, it seemed purposefully designed to 
spoof the “square” beach party culture of Annette Funicello and Frankie Avalon. 
Yet today, it is remarkable how these images still capture the deep national appeal 
of southern California in the 1960s. Good-looking, fun-loving, enjoying the surf 
and sand—these are, to paraphrase early land salesman Tom Fitch, true California 
Gods and Goddesses, although perhaps more Dionysian than Vulcanian.22

Leucadia’s Era of Funky Slow Growth

But surfing culture was hardly the sole contributor to downtown Leucadia’s 
sense of itself in the later twentieth century. Here, ironically, a local economic 
slowdown in the late sixties and early seventies, caused in part by the completion 
of Interstate 5, contributed to a certain shabby style of commercial development 
along 101. This part of Leucadia had always depended on tourist traffic. Travel 
along 101 had sustained enterprises like the famous Noah’s Ark, a restaurant 
shaped like a boat surrounded by animal figurines, and the Log Cabin Motel, 
with units as facsimile pioneer dwellings (still existing today as apartments). 
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Several mobile home courts also provided temporary lodging as well as lengthier 
stays for more permanent residents. However, immediately after the construction 
of 5, development along the Leucadia stretch of the 101—now no longer a main 
route—was temporarily stalled, without significant commercial growth. Here, 
too, the suburban-agricultural character of neighborhoods to the east buffered 
the 101 district from aggressive development. 

Although this lull in development activity was not great for economic life—in 
1975 Leucadia’s per capita income and median property values were well below 
other North County coastal communities—it did allow Leucadia to attract a more 
eclectic population. Several artists moved in, with their galleries advertising 
weekly showings in the San Diego Union. A flea market known as “Peddler’s 
Village” opened in 1975, and a few years later the Old Time Café arrived, featuring 
local folk music. Not just the mobile home parks provided more affordable housing 
to young people. A set of eccentrically designed apartments, some dating from 
the 1930s and 1940s, also lined the highway. A visitor entering from the north, 
across the Batiquitos Lagoon, would have seen first on the left a set of run down, 
small structures designed like fairy tale cottages, known as the storybook houses. 
To the right would have been a carnival-like flea market, after which the traveler 
would enter a heavily shaded street corridor, dominated by gigantic eucalyptus 
and cedar trees. Finally one would pass florescent-painted mobile homes, a folk 
music café, and artist galleries. This was Leucadia at its height of funkiness, 

Noah’s Ark on Highway 101 (SDHC #90:18178).
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when it seemed to tourists—and some long-time residents—that drug consuming 
“hippies” dominated the Highway 101 street scene.23 

What became in the 1990s a point of nostalgic pride, and the reason for 
the town slogan, was at the time hardly welcomed by all Leucadians. From 
1967 to 1975 Leucadia was also the home of John Stull, a member of the State 
Assembly and California Senate and staunch Reagan supporter who argued that 
permissive teachers were producing lazy students, called for the firing of UC 
administrators for permitting student demonstrations against the Vietnam War, 
and proposed gutting the Coastal Commission because of its interference with 
private enterprise.24 Other residents, like Gloria Matteson, decried the changes 
that had come to Leucadia in the 1970s and brought with them all the “narcotics, 
sex perversion and everything that is wrong with America.” She contended that 
“a lot of this has to do with body worship and health worship—they take health 
foods to counteract the drugs.”25 

Mrs. Matteson’s disgust aside, Leucadia was hardly unique in its 1970s 
bohemian beach town vibe, something it shared with California communities 
up and down the coast. Leucadia local business and civic leaders used this 1970s 
and 1980s moment of funkiness very effectively as a way to maintain local identity 
when Leucadia became part of Encinitas in 1986. Perhaps more importantly, they 
also used it as a tool to combat unwanted development, projects that included 
poorly conceived highway extensions—a proposed route, 680, would have been 
a major highway running through established neighborhoods—to high rise 
beach hotels.26 Even here, though, Leucadia was not alone in its resistance to 
over-development and intensive commercialization. “Not In My Backyard” or 
NIMBY, became a mantra to neighborhoods all over Southern California in the 
late twentieth century as they sought to control rampant growth, and as it was 
formulated in the 1990s, “Keep it Funky” was an especially smart and catchy 
slogan that represented that desire in Leucadia.27 

Apparent in retrospect is that this funky period in the 1970s and early 
1980s served not as a permanent counter-culture but rather set the stage for the 
town’s controlled development in the 1990s and beyond. With flower fields and 
greenhouses giving way to new housing, folk music cafés could easily morph 
into local-roast coffee houses and craft brew tap rooms; surf shops could sell both 
custom boards and high priced boutique t-shirts. Even mobile home parks could 
be gentrified and made upscale. As continued population growth and Leucadia’s 
desirable coastal location forced up housing prices, funkiness would become a 
brand. Realtors today are just as happy to market what one recent ad called the 
“high-end hippie surfer lifestyle” as they are exclusive beachfront estates.28 

Looking back on Leucadia’s history from the perspective of the twenty-first 
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Publishing, 2006).

century, then, what seems unique about Leucadia is its particular combination of 
some of the things happening in many other Southern California coastal towns. 
From early boosters’ hype of a Mediterranean climate reminiscent of sunny Greek 
islands, through the marketing of income-producing avocado land, into the later 
twentieth century influence of a surfer based, bohemian counter-culture, even 
with the twenty-first-century resistance to growth, Leucadia exemplifies a truly 
Southern California trajectory of community development, one as characteristic 
of North County coastal communities as it is uniquely funky.
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The San Diego-Coronado Bridge Turns Fifty
Casey Tanaka

Former Coronado Fire Chief Kim Raddatz once told me that the commute to 
work into Coronado is like no other commute in the world. As you rise to 200 feet 
over a beautiful bay with little white-capped waves and various boats of small 
motors and sails, a nuclear powered aircraft carrier, or two, can be admired on 
your right hand side. Then, as you descend into Coronado, the bridge demands 
that you bank right like a four-wheeled airplane, and the beauty of this quaint 
city unfolds in front of you like a steady, beautiful little musical tune. A Naval 
Amphibious Base (NAB), home to half of the nation’s Navy SEALs, followed by 
ten tall condominium towers and four small islands, dot your vista on the far left 
while a whimsical red and white Victorian hotel and a golf course then come into 
view to brighten your mood. Meanwhile, as you begin your rapid descent from 
200 feet to 100 feet and then to sea level, trees are springing up, standing tall in all 
directions. Homes are starting to appear, and before you know it, you are wheels 
down in Coronado and passing through a large wing-shaped structure that was 
once home to toll booths that collected a fare to cross this iconic landmark that 
San Diego County residents refer to simply as “the Bridge.”

In the fifty years since its completion, the Coronado Bridge has become an 
icon of San Diego, and its graceful, sweeping arch frames many views of San 
Diego Bay in film, television, and promotional material. While the construction 
of the Bridge undoubtedly made Coronado more accessible, the structure was 
built to serve needs that were not always identical to those of the residents of 
Coronado. Not only did the Bridge transform a quaint, laid-back community; its 
location divides and disrupts Coronado to this day. 

That a bridge linking Coronado and San Diego was not built until 1969 

Casey Tanaka has been teaching AP US History and US Government at his alma mater, Coronado 
High School, since 1999. He was also elected to the Coronado City Council in 2002 and 2006, and 
then elected mayor in 2008 and 2012. He left office because of term limits in December of 2016 and 
still resides in Coronado. 
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was partly due to the demands of the Navy. Many other bridge ideas had been 
proposed in the past but were rejected by the Navy because of the need to move 
ships from 32nd Street more readily than a bridge would allow. The bridge that 
was approved in the 1960s had the Navy’s endorsement because its road bed 
would rest 200 feet above the surface of the bay, thus allowing naval ships safe 
passage. This is also why the Coronado Bridge is two miles long: it took a curved 
bridge shape to safely angle up to 200 feet and then down. 

The stunning beauty that our region’s commuters enjoy on any westbound 
trip over the Bridge makes it easy to forget that neither side of the bay where the 
Bridge was going to touch down was terribly excited about this project when it 
was contemplated in the 1960s. Many San Diegans are aware that residents of 
Barrio Logan bemoaned the way the bridge divided their community and that the 
construction of the bridge was one of several assaults on the neighborhood that 
inspired the creation of Chicano Park. The bright-colored murals on the Bridge’s 
support pillars in Chicano Park are continuing reminders of this opposition. On 
the Coronado side, prior to the Bridge people used a ferryboat system to travel 
into and out of Coronado. Cars would queue up on Orange Avenue to drive onto 
one of these ferryboats. The Coronado that existed before the Bridge was a calmer, 
more laid-back and tightly knit community. Ordinary Coronado residents were 
not the ones clambering for a bridge. Rather, business interests like the Hotel 
del Coronado were the ones who saw a need for a sturdier connection for their 
patrons to cross the bay to enjoy their establishments and lodgings conveniently. 
And as these business interests were well connected, Sacramento and Governor 
Pat Brown took notice and supported this idea to connect Coronado to San Diego 
with a bridge. However, if you ask any old salt from Coronado, the grassroots of 
the community did not support—and in fact actively opposed—a bridge. 

The unpopularity of a bridge among Coronado residents resulted in a 
devastating development: Coronado representatives frequently remained aloof 
from planning for the bridge. As a result, the location of the structure did not 
serve the interests of Coronado. In short, the spot where the Bridge would land 
in Coronado ended up being a terrible location for the traffic flow in and out of 
the city. For fifty years, every person driving to Naval Air Station North Island 
(NASNI), the home of those nuclear-powered aircraft carriers and their air wings, 
was required to travel the length of the city to get to and from work. The Bridge 
lands every commuter on one side of Coronado Island and then forces all of its 
guests to drive the entire length of the island if their destinations happen to be 
either of the two Navy bases (NASNI or NAB), or the beach.

Today, Coronado is split into four quadrants. NASNI commuter traffic traveling 
over the Bridge is channeled down 3rd and 4th Streets thereby splitting the city’s 
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landmass in half in one direction, while Orange Avenue, lying north-south in 
the middle, cuts Coronado in half in a direction perpendicular to 3rd and 4th 
Streets. Anyone driving over the Bridge heading toward the beach, or to the Naval 
Amphibious Base, or to those ten condo buildings, or down the Silver Strand to the 
City of Imperial Beach must drive through the middle of the city. And when they 
hit Orange Avenue, must make a left hand turn and then drive some more. When 
the Bridge opened, it changed Coronado from a quaint little beach community 
into a bustling Navy town with a newly enabled tourist industry with easy and 
rapid access. Each decade that has passed since the Coronado Bridge opened in 
1969 has seen more and more cars, and more and more people. 

When the Bridge opened, planners estimated that traffic would eventually rise 
to roughly 30,000 trips per day, and a figure of that magnitude was used to calculate 
how long it would take to pay off the bonds floated by the State of California to finance 
construction. The tolls collected when cars crossed the Bridge would be used to pay 
off these bonds. To the surprise of many people, the average daily trips counted on 
the Bridge reached into the low 100,000s by the early 2000s. Since bridge traffic was at 
least double if not triple what the projections had been when the bonds were issued, 
the State of California had paid its bonds off by the 1980s. The San Diego Association 
of Governments (SANDAG) voted to end the tolls into Coronado by 2002. 

The efficiency of being able to drive into and out of Coronado changed the 
quality of life in the city dramatically, but new residents did not know what 
Coronado used to be like and therefore did not notice a change. However, if you 
start a conversation with a longtime resident of Coronado, the chances are very 
good that the discussion will eventually turn to how much Coronado has changed 
over the years from how they remember it “way back when.”

So, where does that leave us in 2019? The US Navy is rightfully committed 
to the strategic significance of its NASNI installation, and there are no signs of 
things slowing down over there. On the other side of town at NAB, US Navy SEAL 
activity has also increased in the last two decades, and construction is currently 
underway on a new, $450 million SEAL campus on an underutilized part of the 
Silver Strand. It is safe to say that the tempo of SEAL activity in Coronado is 
trending up and not down. And what about tourism? It is still a big part of life in 
Coronado, and those tourists drive a lot of cars around town. It is easy to see how 
bridge traffic hit over 100,000 trips per day during the work week with so many 
commuters and tourists effortlessly shuttled over the beautiful blue structure, but 
as any real Coronado resident will tell you, when the Bridge opened in 1969, things 
began to change rapidly, and we have never been the same since. Nevertheless, 
there is still much beauty to admire in Coronado and there is more than enough 
to share with our friends in this region and beyond. 
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Coronado ferry boat with San Diego skyline in background (SDHC #90:18138-216).

Coronado Ferry Terminal. Before the San Diego-Coronado Bridge opened, ferry service linked Coronado to 
San Diego (SDHC #90:18138-757).
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The proposed bridge would have accommodated automobiles and streetcars c. 1926 (SDHC #UT 1453).

This 1920s proposal commissioned by John D. Spreckels was one of several plans to construct a bridge 
linking San Diego to Coronado (SDHC #2530).
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San Diego-Coronado Bridge construction looking east toward Barrio Logan 1968 (SDHC 
#UT85:G8564-2-5, Union-Tribune Collection).
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Construction of support pillars in bay, 1968 (SDHC #UT85:G8564-1, Union-Tribune Collection).

With the main span in place, construction of the road surface nears completion, 1968 (SDHC 
#UT85:G8564-5, Union-Tribune Collection).
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Governor Ronald Reagan and San Diego mayor Frank Curran at dedication of San Diego-Coronado Bay 
Bridge, August 2, 1969 (SDHC #UT85:h9262, Union-Tribune Collection).

View looking east from Coronado of bridge under construction, 1969 (SDHC #UT85:H8580-1 S.D., 
Union-Tribune Collection).
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View of the bridge looking southwest with 10th Avenue Shipping Terminal at bottom left; Naval 
Amphibious Base Coronado and Silver Strand in the distance (SDHC #1998:047-044).

Aerial view of newly-completed bridge, looking north, 1969 (SDHC #OP 1355).
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View of the bridge with Coronado Municipal Golf Course at bottom left, 1985 (SDHC #1998:047-040).

View of center span, looking east, 1985 (SDHC #1998:047-038).
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Colonial Intimacies: Interethnic Kinship, Sexuality, and Marriage in Southern 
California, 1769-1885. By Erika Pérez. Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma Press, 
2018. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, and index. xii + 408 pp. $45.00 cloth. 

Reviewed by Graeme Mack, PhD Candidate, Department of History, University 
of California, San Diego.

Erika Pérez’s Colonial Intimacies examines the impact of economic and kinship 
bonds between California Indians, Spanish-Mexicans, and Euro-Americans, as 
they encountered one another in new ways. Beginning with the 1769 Spanish 
conquest and concluding in 1885 when railroad connections transformed Southern 
California’s local economy, Pérez tracks cultural continuities and changes across 
the Spanish, Mexican, and American eras. Instead of looking at more overt types 
of conquest marked by physical violence, Pérez examines how forms of intimacy 
could both restrict and reinforce the subjugation experienced by biethnic peoples. 
Her fourth chapter opens with an 1878 account from one Californiana (a Spanish-
Mexican woman) who emphasized the special role of intimacy in the US conquest: 
“The Americans did not come here with cannons blazing. The first people they 
conquered were the women, and that is why it worked out so beautifully for them” 
(p. 106). This observation underscores the subtler forms of conquest at the heart 
of Pérez’s work.

Throughout Colonial Intimacies, Pérez deftly layers her analysis of gender with 
intersectional questions of race and class. More often than not, gender set the 
terms upon which Californians of different ethnic backgrounds experienced their 
daily lives under changing colonial governance. For example, she examines how 
biethnic women frequently saw benefits after US. takeover, while bicultural men 
typically saw a decline in their fortunes. Stemming largely from a shortage of white 
women in California, newly arriving Euro-American men sought out Californianas, 
providing these women with a degree of social mobility and economic stability. 
Conversely, Californio men struggled to find wives, employment, and land in 
American California, often driving them to depression, banditry, and even suicide. 

Class also plays an important role in this intersectional approach. Pérez shows 
how Euro-Americans and Spanish-Mexican men “directed their rage and desire 
for power” towards indigenous and Californiana women, which demonstrated 
the “gendering of conquest” (p. 186). However, women’s experiences diverged 
there. On the one hand, Californianas of more means enjoyed new opportunities 
for legal rights and privileges under US sovereignty, such as the ability to file for 
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divorce. On the other hand, women from a lower socio-economic background 
(often indigenous women) saw increased strains and dangers under this new 
system. Facing poverty and food shortages, many of them were forced out onto 
the streets, leaving them “vulnerable to physical attack” (p. 186).

Colonial Intimacies features eight thoroughly researched chapters that cover 
a wide range of topics. It begins by examining indigenous adaptation to the 
Spanish compadrazgo system (Catholic god parentage), indigenous resistance to 
Spanish-Mexican culture, and Spanish-Mexican women’s use of Catholicism to 
improve their circumstances. In one of the book’s strongest sections, comprising 
the fourth, fifth, and sixth chapters, Pérez explores intermarriage between Indian, 
Spanish-Mexican, and Euro-American men and women. She makes a convincing 
case for Euro-American men’s genuine acculturation to Mexican California, a 
process that scholars have sometimes regarded with skepticism. She also presents 
a quantitative case for changes in interethnic unions in Southern California 
across the first forty years of US rule. By detailing these unions by county, Pérez 
convincingly shows the enduring nature of interethnic marriage in the 1850s and 
sixties, and its decline in the 1870s and eighties. 

In the final chapters, Pérez analyzes the impact of Mexican and American 
legal systems on California women. She also considers the double-edged nature 
of kinship networks to California residents. For example, while Californios often 
experienced these connections as sources of security and stability, for some 
indigenous children, these networks functioned as bonds of servitude. The final 
chapter examines the children of interethnic couples as they navigated the parallel 
Spanish-Mexican and American worlds in California. Collectively, these chapters 
underscore the multidimensional social forces that shaped Californians’ lives 
across a period of encounter and exchange.

Pérez draws upon a diverse array of primary sources, including English 
and Spanish-language census and government records, oral testimonies, family 
correspondence, church records, and published memoirs. Her analytical approach 
reflects her familiarity with a wide range of scholarship by historians, archaeologists, 
ethnographers, and anthropologists and builds upon the literature of the Spanish 
borderlands, Chicano/a studies, colonial Latin America, and postcolonial studies. 

In some ways, Pérez’s eclectic approach to her subject presents an obstacle to the 
book’s overall flow. She engages in such depth with the minute details of different 
individuals and their respective circumstances that the reader can sometimes 
struggle to follow the narrative’s trajectory. The book’s varying thematic and 
chronological organization can sometimes further complicate this issue. However, 
her devotion to presenting historical realities in all of their complexity hardly 
deserves criticism. Rather, it speaks to the monograph’s considerable breadth. 
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Colonial Intimacies offers a comprehensive look at Southern California 
across three transformative periods of colonial rule. This work advances our 
understanding of cultural exchange in this rapidly changing region and deepens 
our understanding of its place in the scholarship on the Spanish borderlands 
and the North American West. It is a welcome addition to the growing field of 
California history. 

California at War: The State and the People during World War I. By Diane M. 
T. North. Lawrence, KS: University of Kansas Press, 2018. Illustrations, notes, 
bibliography, and index. vii + 496 pp. $34.95 cloth.

Reviewed by Ryan Reft, Historian, Modern United States, Manuscript 
Division, Library of Congress.

In April 1918, just over one year after the United States entered World War 
I, Senator Hiram Johnson of California wrote Kansas newspaper editor William 
Allen White wondering what changes the global conflict would bring to America 
and the world. “I don’t know just what lies before us politically. I am perplexed 
and confused about the nation after the war,” Johnson confided. “I am only 
certain that we will never again be as we have been in the past.” The war had bred 
extreme passions on the home front, and Johnson feared that after its conclusion, 
the nation might fall into the grasp of an absolutist government. 

Johnson, who was also the state’s governor until 1916, appears in Diane M. T. 
North’s California at War as a Progressive reformer trying to come to grips with 
the war’s impact on American civil liberties and an increasingly powerful federal 
government. Many of the reforms instituted under his governorship took on new 
importance during the war. For example, the Commission of Immigration and 
Housing (CIH), created in 1913 to assimilate and improve working conditions 
for immigrants, played a key role in wartime Americanization efforts, shaping 
native Californians’ attitudes about the foreign-born while suppressing labor 
organizations like the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW). 

The book is divided into three parts. The first examines the experiences of 
men and women overseas. The second and third parts focus on the domestic 
front, exploring the war’s impact on the defense of California, the state 
economy, public health, labor politics, and civil liberties. Noting that the rise 
of the “twenty-first century security state” after 9/11 drove her interest in this 
subject, North highlights the ways in which World War I “paved the way for 
the growth of government-sanctioned spying and the creation of a surveillance 
superstructure” (pp. 1-2). 
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Though California’s wartime experience mirrored those of other states in 
many respects, it was unique in two ways: One was the expanded roles of women 
in public life. Between the Gold Rush and the Progressive Era, women had gained 
a foothold in the state’s political networks and developed robust and sophisticated 
organizations of their own. Women gained the right to vote in the state in 1911, 
nine years before the Nineteenth Amendment established universal suffrage on 
the national level. All of this now enabled them to play more pronounced roles 
in mobilization on the home front. 

Second, California differed from many places in the union for its racial and 
ethnic diversity. A CIH survey in 1917 and 1918 of eleven predominantly immigrant 
districts in Los Angeles showed residents from Austria-Hungary, the British Isles, 
China, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, and Turkey. Amidst a war 
that heightened nativism and limited civil liberties, Americanization efforts in 
California aimed to acculturate both newcomers and the native-born, though 
such outreach could not solve the problem of xenophobia toward residents of 
German, Asian, and Mexican ancestry. As the agency noted in one report, “The 
war is rapidly introducing America to its own social and economic condition—to 
itself” (p. 194).

North notes that the increase in industrial employment was a short-lived 
effect of World War I, but overall, the war led to a “dynamic diversification” of 
California’s economy (p. 286). Economic retrenchment followed the armistice, but 
this global conflict also laid the foundations for the state’s industrial expansion 
from the 1920s to the final quarter of the century. This was especially true in 
Southern California. Admittedly, World War II accomplished a great deal more 
in this regard, but California’s First World War experience served as the initial 
impetus.

A similar point can be made about military investment. As North writes, the 
Great War “served as a catalyst for military contracts and launched California in 
a new direction that persisted until the last decade of the twentieth century” (p. 
286). The war accelerated, or in some cases put into motion, economic and political 
processes that placed California on the path to its military-industrial complex. As 
Roger Lotchin, Gerald Nash, and other historians have shown, after the Second 
World War, due to rapidly expanding defense industries, federal money flowed 
through the state. 

Though the war predated modern federal law enforcement and intelligence 
agencies like the FBI, CIA, and NSA, there was no shortage of public surveillance 
or violation of civil liberties during these years. The passage of the Espionage 
and Sedition Acts, in 1917 and 1918 respectively, gave the state and federal 
governments incredible power, even if the federal government in particular 
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lacked the infrastructure to fully enforce them. California took up the slack 
through its Council of Defense. Established when the United States entered the 
war, the council authorized Loyalty Committees within its county branches to 
promote patriotism. Working closely with the Department of Justice and the 
military, it also deployed an Intelligence Division of 3,000 volunteers to augment 
the committees’ efforts.

Municipalities were not to be outdone. Berkeley and Oakland passed anti-
free speech ordinances, while the Los Angeles Police Department created a War 
Squad to assist in the surveillance and detention of those deemed disloyal. In 
its first three months, the unit investigated over 3,000 residents and arrested 220 
persons for violation of the Espionage Act. 

Non-governmental groups also pitched in. The American Protective League 
(APL) claimed over 250,000 members nationwide, and California branches 
exhibited a particular zeal. Douglas White, the APL state inspector, wrote to the 
Orange County division chief, “We are engaged in a most important work in 
the war, which is second only to the men who are now across the seas” (p. 239). 
The organization often harassed suspected IWW members and violated the civil 
liberties of their fellow citizens. 

Not all officials embraced these developments. Throughout the war, Senator 
Johnson bristled. When the military posted soldiers to the state’s factories and other 
infrastructure critical to the war effort, Johnson bemoaned it as “bunk.” When 
Governor Stephens organized the Council of Defense, Johnson once again decried it 
as bunk, adding that its creation had been based on “sheer pretense” (pp. 142, 249).

California at War is the first thorough examination of the state’s distinct 
experience during the Great War. Although historians have not fully ignored 
the war’s effects on California, the subject has generally received attention as part 
of larger thematic works—David Rabban’s study of Progressive Era free speech 
battles is one example. Addressing this historiographical gap, North provides a 
useful contribution to the fields of California and World War I history. 



224

The Journal of San Diego History

Inland Shift: Race, Space, and Capital in Southern California. By Juan D. De Lara. 
Oakland, CA: University of California Press, 2018. Notes, bibliography, and index. 
xvii + 225 pp. $85.00 cloth. $29.95 paper.

Reviewed by Daniel S. Elkin, Lecturer, Department of History, University of 
Texas Rio Grande Valley.

In Inland Shift, Juan D. De Lara examines the emergence of a new economy 
in Southern California focused on the logistics of consumer goods: the process 
of transporting foreign-made products from the Port of Los Angeles to the rest 
of the nation as inexpensively as possible. Involved in this process are a number 
of intersecting industries, including trucking, rail transport, and information 
technology. Detailing the emergence of this new economy over the last forty 
years, De Lara showcases the ways in which race determines the changing nature 
and spatial composition of capitalism. In addition, he reverses a stubborn trend 
in scholarship that assumes Los Angeles is the entirety of Southern California 
by focusing instead on the rapid development of the Inland Empire since 1980. 

Central to De Lara’s analysis of Southern California is his belief that it 
“provides an excellent platform to examine how capitalism has been territorialized 
and enshrined as a racial project” (p. 11). Following the collapse of the post-World 
War II Keynesian economy, marked by high-wage industrial work throughout Los 
Angeles, the needs of a new consumption-based economy changed the landscape 
of the region. With an emphasis on consumption, as opposed to production, new 
warehousing needs put a premium on cheap real estate. At first, corporations set 
their sights on regions near the port that were home primarily to communities 
of color. But successful organizing in these communities pressured the logistics 
industry to consider the environmental impacts of warehouse and transportation 
development. This activism, coupled with a higher union membership near the 
coast, pushed logistics businesses inland. 

In communities throughout San Bernardino County, the industry found 
conservative politicians amenable to tax breaks and covering up-front construction 
costs. In addition, these areas lacked community solidarity and a meaningful 
union presence, leaving precarious Latino immigrants open to exploitative labor 
practices. This economic restructuring, moving from higher-wage industrial labor 
to low-wage warehouse workers, foreshadowed the direction of the national 
economy as well as some of the concomitant political consequences. Predominantly 
white communities such as Fontana, built on high-wage labor that excluded 
people of color for generations, felt the economic squeeze from this transition 
while witnessing the demographic changes it brought. The result was a blend 
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of economic anxiety and racist fears that fueled a spike in white supremacist 
activity, including the growth of a Ku Klux Klan presence.

By the 1990s, meaningful resistance to logistics-industry development came 
from two different directions: Latino immigrant workers themselves and middle-
class NIMBYs concerned with home values. For the former, the struggle existed 
on two fronts: against the logistics companies and against unions resistant to 
organizing immigrant workers. For NIMBYs, the struggles against a low-wage 
economic restructuring pitted the homeowners of a dying order against the 
realities of a new economy (although the homeowners often displayed a nativist 
ideological fixation). 

Unfortunately, as is often the case with books that have Southern California 
in the title, San Diego is not included. But De Lara’s work still offers insight 
applicable to America’s Finest City. For the most part, the same dynamic he 
describes shaped the differences between the I-5 and I-15 corridors. Inland 
communities, particularly in North County, became hubs for logistics industries 
and their requisite managerial class, putting these areas on a different economic 
trajectory than their coastal neighbors. While specifics vary from the Inland 
Empire example, the same general inland-versus-coastal restructuring reshaped 
much of San Diego County. This also generated similar political dynamics that 
pitted an increasingly precarious white middle class against immigrant laborers 
and shifting demographics. 

Inland Shift is one of the first histories of the major shifts brought to Southern 
California by the New Economy. By telling a local story, De Lara adds context to 
the national and international narratives that overlap with the Inland Empire’s 
transformation. From the 1980s to the present, the entire global economy was 
remade to serve a maturing nexus of international finance, and California set 
the pace for changes that soon overtook the United States. De Lara’s work also 
extends a Southern California activist-scholar tradition, stretching from Carey 
McWilliams to Mike Davis, of unflinchingly identifying both the architects and 
victims of the Golden State’s ever-changing economy while placing the essential 
stories of working men and women in international contexts.
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Raza Sí, Migra No: Chicano Movement Struggles for Immigrant Rights in San Diego. 
By Jimmy Patiño. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 2017. 
Illustrations, notes, bibliography, and index. xiii + 356 pp. $90.00 cloth. $32.95 paper.

Reviewed by Miguel Castañeda, PhD Candidate, Department of History, 
University of California, San Diego.

In May 2010, the San Diego-Tijuana borderlands witnessed the violent beating, 
tasing, and death of Mexican immigrant Anastasio Hernandez Rojas at the hands 
of US Border Patrol officers while being deported at the San Ysidro Port of Entry. 
Agents later harassed bystanders and deleted the video recordings of those who 
had a clear view from an overpass. Rojas’s death caused local, national, and 
international outrage and protests, especially after a 2012 PBS documentary aired 
the one video clip a witness managed to smuggle out. After years of inaction 
by the Justice Department, the federal government settled the case in 2017 and 
agreed to pay the family $1 million. Tragic events like this and many others along 
the US-Mexico border are why Jimmy Patiño’s Raza Si, Migra No is not only an 
important work of historical scholarship but also offers many lessons for those 
fighting for immigrants’ rights today.

This book follows the political activism of National City resident Herman Baca 
and the organizations he and other Chicana/os led from 1968 to 1986. Baca and 
veteran activists Bert Corona and Soledad Alatorre infused the Chicano movement 
in San Diego with the concerns of undocumented Mexican immigrants, leading 
to a myriad of political identity shifts among Chicana/o activists and influencing 
debates over immigration. These politics, which Patiño terms “Raza Si, Migra 
No,” broke with the nationalism of the mainstream Chicano movement and 
created a transnational Chicano/Mexicano community, regardless of citizenship 
status, with shared interests in ending the deportation regime and the violence 
it inflicted on people.

Mexican American activists have not always seen the value of standing in 
solidarity with Mexican immigrants. Recent scholarship on Cesar Chavez and the 
United Farm Workers (UFW) has grappled with the union’s use of the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service to remove strikebreakers from the fields (and country). 
This decision was not necessarily based on anti-immigrant politics, but rather 
was a tactic to ensure successful strikes. Nonetheless, it increased distance and 
caused distrust between Mexican Americans and Mexican immigrants. The UFW 
was not alone in this strategy. The League of United Latin American Citizens, 
the American G.I. Forum, and other organizations did the same. Furthermore, 
Patiño shows that some of the first Mexican American elected officials coming 
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out of the Chicano movement, such as Peter Chacon and Alex Garcia, also viewed 
Mexican immigrants as obstacles to Chicana/o advancement and supported 
anti-immigrant legislation, only to find themselves on the opposite side of Baca 
and other activists. 

Chicana/o activists came to view immigration policy as labor control and 
therefore tied to various capitalist interests in the United States. Situated in the San 
Diego-Tijuana borderlands, Baca and other activists noticed how deportation-based 
immigration policy “facilitated the continued management of this transnational 
circulation of Mexican workers” (p. 9). However, enforcement of these policies 
subjected all ethnic Mexicans, regardless of citizenship, to policing by Border 
Patrol agents. Because law enforcement practiced the same racialized policing 
towards both citizens and noncitizens, Chicana/o activists did not “advocate” 
for Mexican immigrants as a separate people but instead built a transnational 
identity around the slogan “Raza Sí, Migra No,” which considered both groups 
part of the same community—la raza. 

The book is divided into three parts. Part One presents the longue durée of 
Mexican American immigrants’ rights activism in San Diego before the Chicano 
movement. Patiño introduces some well-known figures and organizations of the 
Mexican American Left, including Luisa Moreno and El Congreso de Pueblos de 
Habla Española (Congress of Spanish-Speaking Peoples), founded in 1939, along with 
lesser-known San Diego figures like Phil Usquiano, who founded the Hermandad 
Mexicana Nacional (Mexican National Brotherhood) in 1951. Part Two moves into the 
Chicano movement of the late 1960s and 1970s, highlighting Herman Baca’s activism 
in different organizations. Chapter Two documents abuses of undocumented 
immigrants and Mexican Americans by Border Patrol and San Diego police—abuses 
that formed the basis of Raza Sí, Migra No politics. Patiño shows that sexual assault 
and rape by Border Patrol agents in particular outraged Chicana/o communities 
and activists. Male anger also reflected the gender ideology within the movement 
that envisioned the community through the lens of a patriarchal family, in which 
Chicano men were the rightful controllers of Chicana sexuality. This ideology 
also limited the roles of Chicana activists and prevented them from moving into 
leadership positions. Nonetheless, Patiño highlights the activism of many Chicanas, 
including Norma Mena Cazares and Gloria Jean Villarrama of the Centro de Acción 
Social Autónomo (CASA) and artist/activist Yolanda Lopez. 

 Chapter Three is a significant contribution to the historiography of CASA 
when it still functioned primarily as a social service organization for immigrants 
under the banner CASA Justicia, a period of the organization that scholars have 
tended to ignore in favor of the Marxist-Leninist phase after 1974. Chapter Four 
presents the contested immigration debates among different sections of the 
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Mexican American Political Association (MAPA) and shows how this organization 
respond to anti-immigrant legislation in the 1970s—some of which was promoted 
by Chicano Democrats, who were among the era’s few Mexican American elected 
officials. Chapter Five offers a reinterpretation of the Raza Unida Party. While other 
historical narratives of this Chicano political party focus on policy disagreements 
between its national leaders, Jose Angel Gutierrez and Rodolfo “Corky” Gonzalez, 
Patiño shows how Baca and the San Diego branch, beginning in 1971, were 
instrumental in moving the organization to a pro-immigrant position by 1975, 
even as the party was in decline nationwide. 

Part Three examines the Chicano movement in the late 1970s and 1980s. While 
other parts of the movement were declining, Ku Klux Klan patrols and immigrant 
apprehensions at the border in San Diego, along with increased state repression 
of communities of color, fomented Baca’s activism. Baca and the Committee 
on Chicano Rights (CCR) linked the explicit racism of the Klan to proposed 
immigration policies of the Carter and Reagan administrations, which would 
further militarize the border and increase the repression of ethnic Mexicans. 
Through the CCR, Baca continued to organize protests, marches, and conferences 
through which victims of Border Patrol violence could air their grievances to an 
otherwise indifferent federal government. 

Baca’s coalition began to fissure after the Immigration Reform and Control 
Act of 1986 (IRCA) gave limited amnesty to some undocumented immigrants 
while massively increasing the militarization of the border. Amnesty appealed 
to liberal Chicano organizations, while radicals argued it was not enough. The 
disagreement between Baca and his long-time political mentor Bert Corona over 
how to respond to the new policy highlighted the divisiveness of IRCA. This law 
also meant that the militarization of the Border Patrol would be part and parcel of 
immigration reform—echoes of which are still present today in proposals from 
both Democrats and Republicans. 

Jimmy Patiño’s Raza Si, Migra No is a critical contribution to the historiographies 
of the Chicano movement, the San Diego-Tijuana borderlands, and political 
identity formation. In the Trump era, it also offers a guide for how to build an 
immigrants’ rights movement based on Raza Sí, Migra No politics. 

San Diego Lowriders: A History of Cars and Cruising. By Alberto Lopez Pulido 
& Rigoberto “Rigo” Reyes. Charleston, SC: The History Press, 2017. Photographs, 
glossary, bibliography, and index. 118 pp. $21.99 paper.
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Reviewed by Barbara Zaragoza, independent historian, author of San Ysidro 
and the Tijuana River Valley (Arcadia Publishing, 2014) and Fronterizos: A History 
of the Spanish-speaking People of the South Bay, San Diego (Chula Vista Heritage 
Museum, 2018).

Southern California after World War II fell in love with automobile customization. 
Car enthusiasts radically altered their assembly-line vehicles to make them uniquely 
their own. Elaborate exterior paint jobs and high-performance additions combined 
to create a complex art form that demanded hours of attention and expertise. In 
San Diego, Chicano communities embraced the car customization movement, but 
they created their own style, which notably featured small tires and bodies low to 
the ground. This “low and slow” car came to be known as the lowrider.

In San Diego Lowriders: A History of Cars and Cruising, University of San Diego 
professor Alberto Pulido and lowrider Rigo Reyes provide an introductory history 
of this art form, including a wealth of photographs and a description of twenty-
eight car clubs that existed from 1950 to 1985 in the borderlands of San Diego 
and Tijuana. The book’s creative contribution lies in identifying eight qualities of 
lowriding culture: creativity, independence, pride, activism, community service, 
collectivism, attention to traditions, and cultural continuity. Together, these values 
gave lowrider clubs not only their distinct identities, but a complete way of life. 

Pulido and Reyes begin with the Serra Car Club. Based in Old Town, the 
club is considered the first to engage in lowriding in San Diego. Mathias Ponce 
became one of its renowned members in the early 1950s due to his self-acquired 
expertise on the mechanics of suspension systems. The authors describe the 
camaraderie in car clubs whose members were from predominantly Mexican 
American neighborhoods, including San Ysidro, Logan Heights, and National 
City. Car clubs fostered a sense of belonging, not only through their vehicles, but 
through dance parties and cruising. Another important component to lowriding 
included service to the community, which ranged from holding toy drives and 
fundraising for orphanages to mentoring youth in car and bicycle repair clinics.

The book highlights the important roles of women in supporting car clubs, but 
also in creating their own, including the Ladies Pride Car Club and the Specials 
Car Club—both started in 1979. It also gives special attention to Tijuana clubs that 
supported Chicano lowriders during a time when this Mexican border community 
felt very little respect for their American neighbors. San Diego lowriders would 
cross the border to cruise in Playas de Tijuana and along Avenida Revolución or to 
attend dances. This collaborative relationship became especially important after 
the 1979 film Boulevard Nights, which portrayed the lowriders as gangbangers. The 
authors dispute this stereotype. “As heard from all of the lowrider clubs throughout 



230

The Journal of San Diego History

San Diego,” they write, “no one would be stupid enough to invest thousands of 
dollars into their vehicles—transforming them into their pride and joy—and 
then engage in risky behavior that would jeopardize their investment and their 
personal statement embodied in their customized car” (pp. 61-63). Nevertheless, 
police sweeps and ticketing of lowriders remained common. National City’s 
Highland Avenue, in particular, was the hub of cruising, but police often shut the 
boulevard down to this pastime in the name of law and order. The lowriders, on 
the other hand, saw the shutdown as a form of harassment and discrimination. 
Finally, in 1992, National City approved an ordinance that outlawed cruising 
altogether, forcing lowriders off the streets and into the car show venue.

The authors acknowledge that their work—which focuses mainly on the 
individuals who participated in San Diego car clubs—is a mere starting point for 
a subject that requires significantly more research. Historians could give more 
attention to the Tijuana car clubs and to the complicated relationship between 
lowriders and police. An entire book could be written about the technical aspects 
of the movement, such as the development of suspension and hydraulics, and yet 
another book about the artists who painted the stunning images on car exteriors. 

The broader historical context in which lowriding emerged could also 
be further explored. During the 1940s, California approved massive freeway 
construction throughout the state, paving the way for a new arterial highway 
system that, by mid-century, elevated the car to revered status and helped launch 
the car customization craze. However, the Anglo American car community 
tended not to accept Mexican Americans in the movement. Meanwhile, cities 
and counties often constructed freeways through predominantly Black and Latino 
neighborhoods. Prior to the freeways, San Diego’s Mexican American districts 
were places where neighbors had close-knit ties and everyone looked out for one 
another. The destruction of these places by highway construction broke these 
bonds and often left young men without wider support systems. It was within 
this context that car clubs arose as expressions of Mexican American identity 
and as communities in which one could feel a sense of belonging and purpose.

The book concludes on an upbeat note: since the 1980s, lowriders have 
garnered international acclaim with car clubs blossoming in Germany, Brazil, 
Japan, and elsewhere. The Japanese lowrider movement, established more than 
thirty years ago, holds the largest indoor car show in the world. These clubs often 
exchange ideas, and many learn from those in San Diego. 

A gem for anyone interested in cars, unique artistic expression, or the Chicano 
community of San Diego, this book is a sentimental journey into a way of life 
that continues today.
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The Californios: A History, 1769-1890. By Hunt Janin and Ursula Carlson. Jefferson, 
NC: McFarland & Company, Inc., Publishers, 2017. Appendices, notes, bibliography, 
and index. viii + 211 pp. $39.95 paper. Janin and Carlson offer a welcome contribution 
to a growing body of literature on the Californios. Covering the periods of Spanish 
and then Mexican rule, and the first two generations of the US period, the authors 
show how these Spanish-speaking inhabitants raised cattle on California’s coastal 
and inland-valley ranchlands, many of them profiting from forced indigenous labor. 
The Californios’ economic wellbeing rested entirely on these ranches. However, in 
the wake of the Mexican-American War and Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which 
transferred nearly half of Mexico’s territory to the United States, they lost control 
of their ranches and many fell into poverty. Beginning with Portolá Expedition 
of 1769-1770 and concluding with the “six calamities of Californio life” (p.158) the 
book tells this important story in an easily digestible way for readers unfamiliar 
with the broader historiography of conquest and settlement in California.

Camp Pendleton: The Historic Rancho Santa Margarita y Las Flores and the U.S. 
Marine Corps in Southern California. By Breanne Robertson. Quantico, VA: Marine 
Corps History Division, 2017. Illustrations and appendices. vi + 112 pp. $14.95 
paper. Breanne Robertson recounts the historical transformation of San Diego 
County’s Rancho Santa Margarita y Las Flores, a nineteenth-century Mexican 
land grant, to the US Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, home to the First 
Marine Division. She highlights the varied uses of this property from the Mexican-
American War (1846-48) through the Mexican Revolution (1910-20), and ultimately 
to its emergence as the home of the United States’ West Coast fleet marine force 
during and after World War II. The book describes Camp Pendleton’s role as the 
primary installation for training Marines for the Pacific theater during the Second 
World War and highlights the installation’s expansion over several decades to 
accommodate recruit training and amphibious landing exercises. It accounts for 
the addition of the Santa Margarita Ranch House and the Las Flores Adobe—two 
remaining legacies of the Mexican era—to the National Register of Historic Places. 
The former served as the primary residence for Marine Corps commanders from 
the Second World War through the twentieth century. 

From California’s Gold Fields to the Mendocino Coast: A Settlement History Across 
Time and Place. By Samuel M. Otterstrom. Reno, NV: University of Nevada Press, 
2017. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, and index. viii + 224 pp. $44.95 cloth. In 
this nicely composed work of historical geography, Samuel Otterstrom recounts 
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California’s varied history of settlement up to the turn of the twentieth century. He 
shows that after the US acquisition of the territory in 1848, an influx of colonizers 
and fortune-seeking prospectors—including gold miners, merchants, and 
farmers—rapidly transformed the region into a settled urban system with complex 
economic networks. Chapters cover the early prospectors in the Sierra Nevada 
mountain range and its foothills, the Mormon migrations, prominent multi-
generational families who left a permanent mark on the region, transportation 
development, and the founding and development of major cities like San Francisco. 

The INS on the Line: Making Immigration Law on the US-Mexico Border, 1917-
1954. By S. Deborah Kang. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2017. Illustrations, 
notes, bibliography, and index. ix + 296 pp. $36.95 cloth. $24.95 paper. In this 
thoroughly-researched and well-written monograph, historian Debbie Kang 
shows how the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) not only enforced 
federal laws at the US-Mexico border, but also helped make legislation. Due to a 
lack of political and financial support from Washington, conflicts between federal 
agencies, opposition from residents, and rugged terrain, INS officials in places 
like San Ysidro, Nogales, and El Paso essentially rewrote national immigration 
policy at the border. Kang shows that federal immigration law, as laid out in 
Washington, did not account for the binational realities of the borderlands, and 
that ultimately, the agency’s mid-level managers were better positioned than those 
in Washington to define policy. Due to a lack of federal oversight, INS officials 
at the border had little incentive to change local institutional customs, some of 
which were ultimately incorporated into federal immigration statutes. Kang also 
shows that ordinary border residents were not passive recipients of immigration 
policy, but rather influenced INS decisions. 

San Diego Drag Racing and the Bean Bandits. By Emanuel Burgin, Colleen M. 
O’Connor, and Susan Wachowiak. Charleston, SC: Arcadia Publishing, 2017. 
Illustrations. 129 pp. $22.04 cloth. $21.99 paper. In this exciting pictorial history, 
composed of photographs from personal and archival collections, the authors 
unearth the story of the Bean Bandits, a San Diego drag racing club, and their 
contributions to the local racing scene. Led by Joaquin Arnett, the Bean Bandits 
won over 300 races against other local clubs like the Prowlers, Oilers, Roadsters, and 
Roadrunners, and broke land speed records in the 1950s. Among other topics, the 
book covers the use of dry lake beds as early training grounds in the years before 
official drag racing began, the first events at the Paradise Mesa drag strip in 1951, 
and some of Arnett’s early car-building projects. It ends with a discussion of the 
new generation of Bean Bandits, keeping the legacy alive in the twenty-first century.
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