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The San Diego History Center notes with sadness the passing of Chuck 
Bieler, former San Diego Zoo Director and San Diego History Center Trustee 
at the age of 89. 
  
Chuck was instrumental in the opening of the San Diego Zoo’s Wild Animal 
Park (Safari Park) as well as leading major wildlife conservation efforts 
including saving the endangered California condor and bringing pandas to 
the San Diego and other US zoos. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 2015, Chuck served as Trustee for the San Diego History Center and 
championed the exhibition The Lore Behind the Roar! 100 Years of the San 
Diego Zoo celebrating the Zoo’s Centennial. Following his tenure as a 
Trustee he continued to serve as a Steward of San Diego History. His career 
and impact are noted in this article from the San Diego Union Tribune. 
 
Chuck will be missed, and our thoughts are with his family and friends.

Our Poinsettia Tree is the perfect 
family selfie backdrop! 
Now through December 29, the 
halls at the San Diego History Center 
are decked for the holidays with the 
exhibition Poinsettia! San Diego 
Connection to the World’s Favorite 
Holiday Flower! Made of nearly 400 
live poinsettias, the 18’ tree is the 
centerpiece of our exhibit revealing 
the history of this winter flowering 
plant and its close ties to San Diego.

San Diego’s Holiday Tradition – December Nights 
The San Diego History Center will be open LATE for December Nights – 
Friday, December 6 (5-9pm) and Saturday, December 7 (5-9pm). Enjoy an 
evening with your friends and family and come into the History Center to visit 
our new exhibits and special activities.

Let There Be Light – Winter Holiday Traditions from Around the World

From December 8 through January 
5, visit the San Diego History Center 
to learn about and celebrate winter  
"festivals of light" from around the 
globe through make-and-take crafts 
- Bodhi Day, Christmas, Día de Los 
Reyes, Diwali, Dongzhi Festival, 
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, and Yaldā 
Night.  
 
All ages welcome! Activities are free 
with suggested admission donation.
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Cross-Border Collaboration Promotes 
Learning & Exchange

In Memoriam – Chuck Bieler

The San Diego History Center signed a formal collaboration agreement on 
November 19, 2024 with Universidad Autónoma de Baja California.  
  
The collaboration agreement will result in the sharing of resources and 
expertise and provide opportunities for learning and exchange across both 
sides of the border. More to come, but one example of this collaboration with 
UABC is the Zaragoza Tijuana Initiative, which is a historical recovery and 
public history project virtualizing and rendering what early Tijuana looked 
like. The History Center’s holdings include a few early Tijuana municipal 
maps. Now digitized, these maps have been useful for the project. 
 
Representatives from UABC included  Guillermo Navarro Vázquez, Head of 
the Department of Support for the Extension of Culture and Linkage, Dr. 
Diana Merchant Ley, Director of the Faculty of Humanities and Social 
Sciences, and Dr. Luis Carlos López Ulloa, Professor in the Bachelor of History.

Bill Lawrence, CEO/President of San Diego 
History Center, with UABC representatives 
Guillermo Navarro Vázquez, Head of the 
Department of Support for the Extension of 
Culture and Linkage, and Dr. Diana Merchant 
Ley, Director of the Faculty of Humanities 
and Social Sciences, November 19, 2024

Dr. Tina Zarpour, Vice President of 
Community Engagement, Education and 
Collections with the working group from the 
Zaragoza Tijuana Initiative and Humanities 
and Social Sciences Faculty at a presentation 
to business and political leaders in Tijuana, 
October 25, 2024.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Save the date: Holiday Photo Sale Dec. 14 & 15 
Historic photos make a great holiday gift! Don’t miss this special opportunity.
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