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NOW
CELEBRATE HISTORY, HERITAGE & COMMUNITY THIS MAY

MORE ABOUT ALOHA VAQUEROS

CURRENT EXHIBITIONS IN BALBOA PARK

Saturday & Sunday 
10AM - 4PM

Wednesday through Sunday 
10AM - 5PM

SAN DIEGO HISTORY CENTER 
BALBOA PARK

Explore our flagship museum in Balboa Park and the Junípero Serra Museum 
in historic Presidio Park, where visitors and locals alike can discover why the 

history of San Diego matters today.  
 

Immerse yourself in our fascinating exhibitions and interactive experiences 
that bring the region’s history to life. 

Research Archive Please check here for scheduled closures

PARKING TIPS PARKING TIPS

HOURS HOURS

Join Us on Social Media Support our mission to preserve, 
reveal and promote San Diego history:

or donate TODAY

CLICK HERE TO BECOME A MEMBER

The San Diego History Center 
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1649 El Prado, Suite #3, San Diego, CA 92101
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JUNIPERO SERRA MUSEUM 
PRESIDIO PARK

Now on view at the San Diego History Center in Balboa Park through May 11, 
this exhibition explores the rich cross-cultural connections between California, 
Mexico, and Hawai‘i. 
 
Aloha Vaqueros traces how the traditions of Mexican vaqueros—skilled 
horsemen and cattle herders—were brought to the Hawaiian Islands in the 
1830s, giving rise to the paniolo, or “Hawaiian cowboy,” tradition. The exhibition 
reveals how these shared practices in ranching and land stewardship continue 
to influence cultural identity and celebrations across San Diego, Mexico, and 
Hawai‘i today. 
 
See it before it rides off into history—Aloha Vaqueros must close on May 11! 

Thank you to 

for presenting the Family Programs for this exhibition.

Register NOW and Experience the Flavors and Stories of Filipino-American 
Life in San Diego 
 
Step into a vibrant celebration of Filipino-American identity through the rich 
flavors of cuisine and the powerful stories that shape it. This exhibition, 
presented in collaboration with the Council of Philippine-American 
Organizations (COPAO), explores the deep connections between food, culture, 
and community—rooted in San Diego and extending far beyond. This 
exhibition showcases how local Filipino cuisine has evolved from humble 
beginnings to a celebrated culinary movement. It highlights how immigrant 
and American born children have become leading chefs, brewers, and 
entrepreneurs in San Diego, elevating Filipino flavors in bold new ways while 
staying grounded in family tradition. More than an exhibition, Taste San 
Diego: Filipino Culinary Journeys will offer visitors an evolving menu of 
Filipino food and beverage tastings from local vendors, available for purchase 
on the weekends. 
 
Join us as we celebrate the opening of this interactive tasting exhibit.  
 
Complementary light hors d’oeuvres included with registration. 
Beer & Wine available for purchase. 
General Ticket: $10 | Member Ticket: Free Registration

Explore the hidden history and little-known stories of Tijuana in this special

presentation by Professors César Martín Acosta García, Luis Carlos López, and

Diego Silverio Saavedra Lara, all Faculty Members of Humanities and Social

Sciences at the Autonomous University of Baja California.. Their program,

Zaragoza Tijuana, offers a compelling look at the city’s historic downtown 
and its lasting impact on the cultural identity and historical evolution of the 
U.S.- Mexico border region.

Looking for a fun and enriching way to keep your kids or grandkids engaged 
this summer? Sign up for our one-week Summer Camps at the History 
Center in Balboa Park! Perfect for ages 7 to 12, these camps combine hands-
on history with creativity—featuring crafts, new skills, friendships, and lasting 
memories. Need based scholarships are available. 
 
Last year, a parent shared, “My 8-year-old couldn’t stop talking about the 
hands-on activities and exploring Balboa Park’s treasures during summer 
camp. She came home excited to learn every single day!”

The latest issue of the Journal of San Diego History is now available—
exclusively for San Diego History Center members at the Community Level 
and above! This edition features articles that explore the rich variety, enduring 
presence, and cultural influence of San Diego’s spiritual communities across 
faiths and generations. 
 
As a valued member, you’ll receive a printed copy delivered directly to your 
door—just one of the many benefits of supporting the collection, preservation, 
and conversation about San Diego’s diverse history. 
 

Not a member yet? 
Join today and enjoy this and other member-only benefits!

Archived Issues of the Journal are available on our website

OPENING MAY 15 
AT THE HISTORY CENTER 

IN BALBOA PARK

Please note that due to high demand reservations are required.

RSVP HERE

RSVP HERE

BOOK TALK: ZARAGOZA TIJUANA
May 29, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm:  History Center in Balboa Park

MAY

6pm - 8pm
29

DONATE TODAY

LEARN MORE ABOUT SUMMER CAMPS 

Your support makes these summer camp programs possible. 
With your donation, more kids can access these enriching experiences—
building lasting memories and a deeper connection to San Diego’s heritage. 
Help us reach a $50,000 goal to keep these programs engaging, inclusive, 
and affordable for families throughout the region.

NEW JOURNAL OF 
SAN DIEGO HISTORY 
NOW AVAILABLE

JOIN TODAY

Discover Balboa Park’s rich history 
through a walking tour celebrating 
influential women, including Kate 
Sessions, the Mother of Balboa Park. 
This free tour will begin at 10am from 
the Bea Evenson Fountain on the 
east end of the Park.

Now is the time to become and or 
maximize your San Diego History 
Center membership. During The Big 
Exchange, now through May 18, 2025, 
San Diego History Center members 
enjoy free admission to 50+ 
museums, historic sites, gardens, and 
more across San Diego County!

As an SDHC member, you have 
exclusive access to our Research 
Archives at the San Diego History 
Center in Balboa Park through 
Member Research Days . Have a 
topic or question you’re curious 
about? Now’s your chance to dive 
into history!

Discover the hidden history of the 
Presidio de San Diego on the grounds 
below the Serra Museum. This walking 
tour delves into the site’s profound 
historical significance, exploring how 
its distinctive river and marine 
environment has drawn people to this 
area for centuries.

UPCOMING EVENTS

LEARN MORE VISIT MUSEUM

COUNCIL WEBSITE RSVP HERE

RSVP HERE RSVP HERE

PRESIDIO 
WALKING 
TOUR

May

23
1 PM

Closing May 11!

See Before It Closes 
on May 11 

A COLLABORATION OF: 

Camp Starts 
June 9!

History Comes 
Alive This Summer—

Opening Reception:  May 15 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
San Diego History Center in Balboa Park 


